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Chapter 1

Introduction to aeronautical
communications

n this chapter, the technological background of the thesis is introduced.

In particular, in Sec. 1.1 we provide a short introduction to wireless com-
munications in an aeronautical context, whereas in Sec. 1.2 we discuss how
emerging unmanned aerial systems (UASs) determined a major breakthrough
in requirements and design of aeronautical data-links. In Sec. 1.3, some typ-
ical modulation formats or “waveforms” used for telemetry aeronautical links
are introduced. Section 1.4 discusses the impact of the aeronautical communi-
cation channels on the employed signaling solutions. Finally, in Sec. 1.5, the
original contributions and organization of the thesis are summarized.

1.1 Introduction

Communication technologies have always been one of the fundamental mile-
stones of the aeronautical environment, as well as one of its biggest challenges.
Despite the continuous increase of demand for high performance, the aviation
context is strongly reluctant to move toward new technologies, thus one of the
goals is to fulfill the new requirements by an incremental approach, that is, by
updating some parts of the existing (legacy) systems.

A modern aircraft communication system might encompass, in addition to
VHEF radio, two digital data-links, which are mainly used to backup the pilot

1



2 1. Introduction to aeronautical communications

activities:

e payload data-link, which is used to transmit in downlink the mission
data (e.g., a video stream);

o telemetry data-link, which is used to transmit in downlink the parameters
representing the state of the avionic system.

In general, due to the presence of the pilot onboard, such data-links do not have
strong constraints on communication performances. However, aerial vehicles
are used today in many different applications, including monitoring of critical
environments, remote sensing, and emergency communications. Such appli-
cations might require huge performances in terms of data-rate, nevertheless it
is essential to preserve the robustness of data-link. Furthermore, the growing
number of applications makes it difficult to manage the frequency spectrum,
requiring that the bandwidth occupancy be kept to a minimum.

Regardless of applications, the exponential increase in the number of civil-
ian aerial vehicles has pushed some institutions to explore new solutions for
improved air traffic management (ATM) systems, which in turn needs signif-
icant improvements in communication technologies (see [21]). Two projects
have been recently started to evolve the ATM systems: the SESAR project
[2] in Europe, and the NextGen [1] one in USA, under the supervision of the
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO). All of the proposed com-
munication solutions are derived from terrestrial networks such as WiMAX
and LTE, which are based on multi-carrier modulation methods or orthogonal
frequency domain modulation (OFDM).

However, one of the big paradoxes of aviation industry, which is an high-
technological domain, resides in its difficulty to move toward new technologies
in communications. This reluctance arises mainly because changing commu-
nication standards would require replacing all preexistent infrastructures, thus,
during transition, the goal is to assure the needed requirements by still using
the legacy communication standards proposed for telemetry some decades ago.

1.2 Unmanned aerial systems communications

The UAS scenario has significantly changed the aeronautical communication
framework, by introducing [44] specific requirements about data-rate and re-



1.3. Waveforms 3

liability. Indeed, whereas payload data-links for UASs still require high data-
rates, control and not-payload communications (CNPC) data-links (including
telemetry, command, and control) require in addition high reliability and low
latency, since they must support real-time remote aircraft driving.

As an example, let us consider a UAS flying in remotely piloted aircraft
system (RPAS) mode, wherein the ground pilot may need to see, with low
latency, the aircraft telemetry data, and/or images coming from a camera in-
stalled on the vehicle, to correctly pilot it. Managing such huge amounts of
data, the CNPC communication system has to satisfy much higher data-rate
requirements, with severe latency constraints.

Modulation and coding techniques to be used in UAS scenarios are not
fully standardized yet. Techniques compliant to the IRIG-106 telemetry stan-
dard [71], based on PCM/FM (see Sec. 1.3), are often used for the CNPC chan-
nel of medium-to-large dimension UASs, such as, e.g., the General Atomics
MQ-1 Predator [8], whereas GMSK-based (see Chap. 2) chips are installed on
smaller vehicles.

1.3 Waveforms

Continuous phase modulated (CPM) signals (see [3]) are widely employed for
telemetry data transmission in aeronautical applications, due to their many ad-
vantages, such as constant envelope properties, spectral efficiency, and noise
robustness. Indeed, the IRIG-106 telemetry standard [71] adopts different
CPM modulation techniques, starting from legacy PCM/FM and SOQPSK,
to the advanced multi-2 ARTM one.

Pulse code modulation (PCM)/frequency modulation (FM), also refereed
to as filtered continuous-phase frequency-shift keying (CPFSK) or CPM-1REC
(see Chap. 2), has been the most popular telemetry modulation since around
1970. The RF signal is typically generated by filtering the baseband non-
return-to-zero-level (NRZ-L) signal and then frequency modulating a voltage-
controlled oscillator (VCO).

Frequency and phase modulation exhibit several desirable features, but
they might not be sufficient to cope with the required bandwidth efficiency,
especially for higher bit-rates. When a better bandwidth efficiency is required,
the standard methods for telemetry data transmission are the Feher patented
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quadrature phase-shift keying (FQPSK-B and FQPSK-JR), the shaped off-
set quadrature phase-shift keying (SOQPSK-TG), and the Advanced Range
Telemetry (ARTM) CPM.

FQPSK represents an optimized modulation scheme derived from offset
quadrature phase-shift keying (OQPSK). The main characteristics of FQPSK-
B are described in [22], whereas FQPSK-JR is a cross-correlated, constant
envelope, spectrum shaped variant of FQPSK that utilizes the time domain
wavelet functions defined in [48], with some exceptions on the transition func-
tions (see [71]).

SOQPSK is a family of constant envelope CPM waveforms defined by
T. Hill (see [36, 81, 29]), and it is uniquely defined in terms of impulse excita-
tion of a frequency pulse shaping filter function (see [71]).

Finally, ARTM CPM is a quaternary signaling scheme in which the fre-
quency pulses are shaped for spectral containment purposes. The modula-
tion index alternates at the symbol rate between two values (multi-Z CPM, see
Chap. 2) to improve the likelihood that the transmitted data be faithfully recov-
ered, and the frequency impulse response for ARTM CPM is a three symbol
long raised cosine, i.e., CPM-3RC (see Chap. 2).

1.4 Aeronautical communication channel

The knowledge of the communication channel is crucial not only to design
an efficient digital communication link, but also to assess its performance and
reliability in the desired operational environment.

Wireless communication channels are characterized by many different
physical effects that are combined at the receiver (see [65, 45]):

1. Path loss: it is caused by dissipation of the power radiated by the trans-
mitter.

2. Shadowing: it is caused by obstacles between the transmitter and re-
ceiver that absorb power; when the obstacle absorbs all the power, the
signal is blocked.

3. Multipath: it is caused by the constructive and destructive addition of
signal components travelling over different paths.
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4. Doppler: it is caused by the relative motion of the transmitter, the re-
ceiver, and the location of reflectors.

Variations due to path loss and shadowing occur over relatively large distances,
and are sometimes referred to as large-scale propagation effects or local mean
attenuation (see [33]); they are well represented using deterministic models
based on geometrical optics (GO) or Uniform Theory of Diffraction (UTD)
(see [4]), and can be counteracted simply by increasing the transmitted signal
power.

Instead, variations due to multipath and Doppler occur over very short dis-
tances, on the order of the signal wavelength, so these variations are sometimes
referred to as small-scale propagation effects or multipath fading, which are
usually described using statistical models (see [33]). Such effects need more
complicated strategies to improve system performances, e.g., equalization, di-
versity, coding, and multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) techniques.

During the different states of a flight, the aircraft passes through different
environmental conditions that influence the air-ground communication chan-
nel, by introducing all of the cited effects. Traditional coding and diversity
techniques can be used mainly to counteract the effects of non-dispersive chan-
nels, i.e., frequency-flat channels; furthermore, mechanical constraints often
preclude mounting of multiple antennas on the aircraft. To counteract time
dispersion introduced by frequency-selective channels, therefore, one can ei-
ther adopt multicarrier modulation formats or, when single-carrier modulations
are employed, resort to channel equalization techniques

1.5 Thesis contribution and organization

In this thesis, we focus on receiver synthesis for single-carrier aeronautical
communication data-links employing CPM modulation over doubly-selective
(i.e., both in time and frequency) wireless communication channels. Since
CPM is a non-linear digital modulation method with memory, simple linear
equalization techniques cannot be directly used. In many cases, one can lever-
age on the so-called Laurent representation [50] to obtain a more manageable
expression of the CPM signal to be equalized.

Most of the techniques already proposed to equalize CPM signals in the
aeronautical environment [66] and in other applications [70, 61, 72], are based



6 1. Introduction to aeronautical communications

on frequency-domain equalization (FDE). However, FDE is not a computation-
ally advantageous strategy when the channel is rapidly time-varying, such as
the aeronautical one. Thus, our goal is to design efficient and low-complexity
time-varying equalizers, by exploiting all of the CPM signal features, in or-
der to compensate for the effects due to the rapidly time-varying aeronautical
channels. For instance, since CPM signal may exhibit noncircular or improper
features, the so-called widely-linear signal processing, a generalization of lin-
ear processing which jointly elaborates a signal and its comples conjugate, can
significantly increase performances.

In particular, in this thesis, we presented the following original contribu-
tions:

1. The application of the basis expansion model (BEM) to a typical aero-
nautical communication channel is considered and validated by com-
puter simulations (see Chap. 3).

2. The second-order statistical characterization of the pseudosymbols aris-
ing from Laurent representation of CPM signal is introduced and dis-
cussed in Chap. 2, showing that some mathematical inconsistencies can
be overcome by adopting a one-sided signal model;

3. Linear time-varying (LTV) zero forcing (ZF) and minimum mean square
error (MMSE) receiver structures for CPM signals operating over
doubly-selective channels are proposed and implemented by using the
BEM model for the channel; their performances are tested by simula-
tions (see Chap. 4)

4. Widely-linear time-varying (WLTV) ZF and MMSE receiver structures
for improper CPM signals operating over doubly-selective channels are
proposed and implemented by using the BEM model; their performances
are tested by simulations (see Chap. 4) and shown to be largely superior
than those of their linear counterparts.

The thesis is organized as follows:

Chapter 2 introduces the main features of the CPM signals, including their
linear (Laurent) representation; the second-order statistics of the CPM signal
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are also derived, which are needed to implement equalization strategies opti-
mizing quadratic cost functions.

Chapter 3 deals with the characterization of the aeronautical wireless chan-
nel, presenting some models proposed in the open literature; furthermore, the
deterministic BEM approach is introduced for the parsimonious representation
of a doubly-selective wireless channel, and its applicability to the aeronautical
context is assessed by means of numerical simulations.

Chapter 4 represents the core of the thesis, wherein the problem of receiving
a CPM signal over a doubly-selective channel is tackled. After introducing
the overall system model, ZF and MMSE time-varying equalizers are synthe-
sized, in both linear and widely-linear versions. Exploiting the BEM approach,
frequency-shift (FRESH) versions of the proposed equalizers are derived. Fi-
nally, performances of the proposed algorithms are assessed by Monte Carlo
computer simulations.

Chapter 5 draws some conclusions, summarizes the obtained results, and pro-
poses future work guidelines.






Chapter 2

Continuous-phase modulated
signals

n this chapter, the main features and mathematical models of the
I continuous-phase modulated (CPM) signal are introduced and discussed.
Section 2.1 introduces the classical CPM signal model and its linear (Lau-
rent) representation, wherein the signal is obtained as a superposition of time-
limited amplitude-modulated pulses. In Sec. 2.3, leveraging on Laurent repre-
sentation, the second-order statistics (SOS) of the CPM signal are evaluated.
Finally, in Sec. 2.4 a compact analysis of the cyclic second-order statistics of
the CPM signal is reported.

2.1 CPM signal model

CPM waveforms belong to the class of non-linear digital modulation methods,
wherein the phase of the modulated signal is constrained to be continuous.
This constraint results in a phase or frequency modulator that has memory.

A conventional M-ary frequency-shift keying (FSK) signal is generated
by shifting the carrier to reflect the digital information that is being transmit-
ted (see [65]). Switching from one frequency to another one can be accom-
plished by means of M = 2X separate oscillators tuned to the desired frequen-
cies and selecting one of the M frequencies according to the particular K-bit
symbol to be transmitted in a signal interval of duration 7' = K7}, seconds,

9



10 2. Continuous-phase modulated signals

where R, = 1/T}, is the source bit-rate. However, switching from one oscilla-
tor output to another in subsequent signaling interval results in relatively large
spectral sidelobes outside the main spectral band of the signal; consequently,
this method exhibits a large band occupancy.

To avoid the use of signals having large spectral side lobes, in CPM mod-
ulation the information-bearing signal modulates a carrier whose frequency
and phase is changed continuously. The resulting signal is phase-continuous,
and it has memory because the phase of the carrier in every signaling interval
depends on the phase value at the end of the previous signaling intervals.

The continuous-time (¢t € R) CPM signal with carrier frequency f, can be
expressed (see [65]) as

sa(t) = Rlpxa ()21 = 4 | ? cos 27 fot + ¢, ()] 2.1)

where x, () is the complex envelope:

xalt) = \/? exp[9u(1)] 22)

and ¢, (t) represents the time-varying phase:
—+oo
(Pa(t) =2n Z hkakQa(t —kT) (2.3)
k=—o0

In (2.3), {ax }kez is the sequence of M-ary information symbols, usually se-
lected from the alphabet &7 £ {4+1,43,...,+(M — 1)}, {h }scz is a sequence
of modulation indices,

qa(t) = [ ) fa(u)du (2.4)

is the phase response pulse, and f,(¢) is the frequency response pulse satisfying
the following conditions:

1. fa(t) =0foreachr ¢ [0,LT],
2. fa(t) = fa(LT —1)

LT
3. fa(u)du=q,(LT) =1/2



2.2. Linear representation of CPM signals 11

1
— 0<t<LT
LREC fa(t) =< 2LT
0 otherwise
1
— [1—cos (2 0<tr<LT
LRC falt) = 2LT | ()] o=<t<
0 otherwise

Q[27B(1—3)] —Q[27B (1 +7)]

GMSK || fa(t) = N

Table 2.1: Commonly used CPM pulse shapes.

where L > 1 is an integer representing the length of the frequency response,
expressed in symbol periods.

When Ay = h for all k € Z, the modulation index is fixed for all symbols
(single-h CPM); instead, when the modulation index varies from one symbol
to another, the signal is called multi-h CPM (see [65]). In such a case, the
sequence {/}.cz is typically allowed to vary in a cyclic manner through a
finite set of indices. For the sake of simplicity, in the following & = T'/2 will
be assumed in (2.2). Three popular pulse shapes are given in Tab. 2.1 (see, e.g.,
[65]). LREC denotes a rectangular pulse of duration LT; if L = 1, it results
in a so-called CPFSK signal. LRC denotes a raised cosine pulse of duration
LT. In Gaussian minimum-shift keying (GMSK), the frequency response pulse
assumes a Gaussian shape with bandwidth parameter B, which represents the
—3 dB bandwidth of the Gaussian pulse; we observe that the pulse duration
increases as the bandwidth of the pulse decreases. In practical applications,
the pulse is usually truncated to some specified fixed duration. GMSK with
BT = 0.3 is used in GSM systems.

2.2 Linear representation of CPM signals

When £ is not an integer and the symbol alphabet is binary, i.e., M = 2, the
signal (2.2) can be expressed (see [50, 41]) as a superposition of Q £ 211
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PAM waveforms:

Xa(t) = Z Z SqnCag(t —nT) (2.5)

q=0 n=—oco

where the following non-linear functions of {ay }rez:

n L—1
Sqn = €Xp [ jmh ( Y a-Y angﬁ%g)] (2.6)
(=0

f=—o0

are referred to as the pseudo-symbols. For ¢ € {1,2,...,L— 1}, the parameter
By € {0, 1} is the /th bit of the radix-2 representation of g € {0,1,...,0 -1},
ie,g= ):5;11 25*1[3%@, whereas f3, ¢ is always zero forall g € {0,1,...,0—1},
and ¢, 4(t) is a real-valued pulse (see [50] for its detailed expression) obeying
Cagq(t) = 0, for each t ¢ [0,L,T], with L, £ mineqoy  1—13[L(2 — Bge)] <
L+ 1. Model (2.5) is also referred to as the Laurent or AMP representation of
a CPM signal.

As an example, Fig. 2.1 shows the phase response (top) of the CPM-LREC
signal with L =3 and & = 0.7, and the first 4 components of its Laurent rep-
resentation (bottom). Moreover, Fig. 2.2 shows the phase response (top) of
the CPM-GMSK signal with L =4, B=0.25/T and h = 0.5, and the first 4
components of its Laurent representation (bottom).

It is noteworthy that when L = 1 (full-response CPM) one has Q = 1, that
is, there is only one PAM component in (2.5). On the other hand, when L > 1
(partial-response CPM), it results that, for smooth phase response pulses (e.g.,
the CPM-GMSK signal of Fig. 2.2), the power of x,(¢) is mainly contained in
the first PAM component, i.e., the one associated with c,(7), which exhibits
moreover the longest duration.

Note that the decomposition into PAM waveforms can be extended to mul-
tilevel (M > 2) CPM signaling, by expressing the M-ary symbol sequence in
terms of binary subsequences (see [57]). Moreover the pathological case of
integer h can be dealt with by viewing x,(¢) as the product of CPM signals
with rational modulation indices (see [57]), or using special representations
(see [58, 42]). Therefore, generalization of the considered analysis to M > 2
and/or integer & can be carried out with straightforward modifications.
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2.3 Second-order statistics of CPM signals

Equalization of frequency- and time-selective channels is often carried out by
means of linear filtering, aimed at providing an estimate of the transmitted
symbols. Many linear filters, such as the widespread minimum mean square
error (MMSE) filter, are based on quadratic cost criteria, whose design re-
quire knowledge of the second-order statistics (SOS) of the transmitted signal.
It is noteworthy that SOS characterization of a complex signal requires (see
[59],[63]) evaluation of both its autocorrelation Ry(t,7) = E[x,(t)x} (t — 7)]
as well as its conjugate correlation function Ry (t,7T) = E [x,(t)x,(t — 7)].

The autocorrelation function of a CPM signal has been evaluated in [50]
as:

” t T Z Z Z RS‘IIS‘IZ

q1=0gr=0m=—c0

2.7)
X Z Caq (t =nT)cag, (t —nT +mT — 1)

n——oo

where Ry, s, (m) £ E[sg, 18}, .- is the cross-correlation function of the

pseudo-symbols, which does not depend on n. It turns out that
Ry, s,, (m) = [cos(mh)| (") (2.8)

where A, 4, (m) is given (see [50]) by
111112( ‘mH_ Z ﬁqlf‘i_ﬁqu)

mm(m—l,L—l) min(—m—1,L—1)
+2< Y Baet Y Bau (2.9)

/=0 (=0
min(L+m—1,L—1)

+ Z BQMmBqM)

(=(m)*

It can be noted that, for any L > 1, the function R.(¢,7) given by (2.7) is
periodic in ¢ with period T, hence the CPM signal exhibits, in general, wide-

sense cyclostationarity (see [25]) with cycle frequencies integer multiples of
1/T.
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Evaluation of the conjugate correlation function has not been carried out
in [50]. It is straightforward to show that

1 Q=1 +4oo oo

“Y T Y ¥ R0

q1=0g2=0m=—con=—co (210)
X Ca,q (t - nT)Ca,q2 (l —nT +mT — 1:)

where qul% (n,m) = E [sq, nS¢>,n—m) is the conjugate cross-correlation func-
tion of the pseudo-symbols.

In [58] evaluation of second- and higher-order statistics for CPM sig-
nals has been carried out in the fraction-of-time (FOT) probability framework
where, however, some problems of convergence of infinite products arising in
the conjugate case are solved by introducing an annoying “undetermined con-
stant” c. that can assume values +1. We show herein that the problems of
convergence can be overcome by assuming, as it happens in practical cases,
that the CPM signal evolves starting from a finite time-epoch, i.e., t = 0, in-
stead of 1 = —oo

2.3.1 One-sided CPM signal model

If the CPM signal evolves starting from a finite time-epoch, it can be modeled
as a one-sided random process [34]: the associated model can be simply ob-
tained by setting @, = 0 and s,,, = 0, for all n < 0, and x,(t) = 0, for all # < 0,
in all the previous equations. For instance, the one-sided version of (2.6) is

(=0 =0

L—1
Sqn = €Xp []ﬂ'h(Zag—Zan gﬁqgﬂ u(n) (2.11)

where u(n) represents the step function, defined as

u(n) = {1 nz0 2.12)

0 otherwise

Since (2.7) and (2.10) depend on the cross-correlation functions of the pseudo-
symbols, we will evaluate both the cross-correlation function and the conjugate
cross-correlation function of the pseudo-symbols for the one-sided model. We
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will particularly show that, in this case, the conjugate cross-correlation func-
tion can be evaluated without mathematical inconsistencies.

Bearing in mind (2.11), it can be proven with straightforward calculations
that the cross-correlation function of pseudo-symbols is given by

Ry, s, (n,m) = [cos(zh)[* 102"y [n — ()] (2.13)

Sq15q2

where Af  (n,m) = Ay, (m) +Z(M2 (n,m), i.e., the first term is the same of

(2.9), and the second one is

_ min(L+m—1,L—1)

Agyg,(n,m) = Z 2By 0-mByy v
l=n+1
1 I (2.14)
- Z ﬁquf - Z quf
l=n+1 (=n—m+1

Note that for all n > L — 1+ (m)*, Ay,4,(n,m) =0, i.e., the cross-correlation
function of the one-sided version of pseudo-symbols turns out to be the same
of (2.8) after a small transient.

Moreover, based on (2.11), it can be inferred with straightforward calcula-
tions that the conjugate cross-correlation function of pseudo-symbols assumes
the following form:

—m—1

m—1
Ry, s, (n,m) =TT cos[wh(1— By, )] TT cos[mh(1—PBy,0)]
(=0 (=0

minfn,L+m—1—(m)*]
X H cos [h (2 — Byt — Bgrt—m) |
{=(m)*
min(n—m,L—1) (2.15)

X H cos [7h (2= By )]
{=L—m
min(n,L—1)

x [] cos[mh(2—PBg.)]

(=L+m

x [cos (27h)|mxOn=LE=0m"T Ty ()]
Note that, for all n > L — 1+ (m)™, (2.15) can be factorized as

R;, ¢ (n,m) :R;:“S;2

Sa1Sqy

(m) [cos(2mh)]" (2.16)
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in which
—m—1
R;, s (m H cos[mh(1 — By, 1)) T cos[mh(l— By, 0)]
(=0
L+m717( )+
X cos |mwh (2 — — —m
Z_I(}ﬁ [7h (2= Byre = Bopt-m)] 2.17)
L—1 L—1
X cos [nh (2 — B%g)] H cos [nh (2 — ,thg)]
{=L—m {=L+m

x [cos(27h)) L=

It is apparent from (2.16) that for & # 1/2+ k, with k € Z, the conjugate cross-
correlation function vanishes as » increases, i.e., the one-sided CPM signal is
asymptotically circular or proper (see [59, 63]). Instead, when h = 1/2+k,
with k € Z, the CPM signal exhibits asymptotically noncircular or improper
features, thus it might be convenient to obtain the relationship between the
pseudo-symbols and their complex conjugates.

With straightforward manipulations, we note that considering & = 1/2+k,
with k € Z, (2.11) can be expressed as

(1) (1) n
Sqm = JTN (2 1) Al ]Ha Haﬁq‘ (2.18)

with N(gl) = Z;;:_(} B¢ representing the number of ones of the radix-2 repre-
sentation of ¢ € {0,1,...,0 — 1}. From (2.18), the relationship between the
pseudo-symbols! and their complex conjugates can be obtained as

(1) (1) (l n
=0

_ (_l)n—&-l-‘rN{;l)jn-&-l-i-N{;l)(_I)th +’<["+1+N }Ha H ﬁq[ (2.19)

(1)
:( 1)n+1+Nq Sgn

forh=1/2+k, withk € Z,and g € {0,1,...,0—1}.

"Note that only for improper or non-circular signals the complex conjugate is proportional
to the signal iself.
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2.4 Second-order cyclic statistics of CPM signals

With reference to the one-sided CPM signal model, one observe that the
pseudo-symbols exhibit in general time-varying (with n) cross-correlations
[see (2.13) and (2.16)]. Such time-varying features cannot be estimated in
practice unless a specific model for time variations is assumed. Indeed, prac-
tical techniques estimate correlations by evaluating time averages of sampled
data: for one-sided processes, such time averages must be evaluated only for
n>0.

When statistical time variations are described by a periodic or almost peri-
odic model, they can be conveniently measured by defining the (discrete-time)
cyclic cross-correlation function (CCCF) at cycle frequency o € R:

1 N—1 )
o A g - —j2mon
RS‘{I Sap (m) = Ngrﬂm N ngb qulsqz (n,m)e (2.20)

Indeed, a practical estimator of (2.20) can be built by considering the time-

*

average of 54, ;S over a finite sample-size, i.e., as

q2,n—m
-~ 1 N—1 .
o 2 * —Jj2man
qulsqz (m) - N Z Sq1,nSqy,n—m€ (2.21)
n=0

It is clear that R\f; S, (m) is an asymptotically (for N — +eo) unbiased estimator
of R;’f] S (m); under mild conditions (see [43, 16]), it can be proven that it is
also a consistent estimator.

To obtain the theoretical expression of Rf;lsqz (m), eq. (2.13) must be sub-
stituted in (2.20). Let us analyze the convergence of the limit in (2.20):

N—1 _ L—2+(m)* _
Z RS‘ils‘IZ (n’m)e—ﬂrcan = Z qulsqz (n’m)e—ﬂrcan
" = (2.22)
+ Z qul Sap (m)efj27wm
n=L—1+(m)*
in which qulfqz (m) N [Cos(ﬂjh)]Aql‘Iz (m)_

First, we demonstrate that the first term is limited, then its contribution to
the time average is null. Indeed one has:

L—2+(m)* _ L—2+(m)*™
Y R (e < Y[Ry (n,m)‘ (2.23)
n=0 n=0
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Observing that ‘R m)‘ < 1, it can be inferred that

Sq; 5 qz
L-2+(m)* 1
lim — R, jrman) < lim —[L—1 1=0 (2.24
N_lfilm r;) 84159 (n,m)e” N_lg_lmN[ +(m)"]=0 ( )

Therefore, since the first term in (2.22) is a finite summation of limited ele-
ments, it does not contribute to the evaluation of the time average.
The second term in (2.22) can be rewritten as

N—1 " N—1 "
Z qu,qu (m)e™ = Z RS‘ilS‘Q (m)e™ o
n=L—1+(m)* n=0
2.2
L—24(m)* . (2.23)
o Z qulsqz (m)e—]Zn'Om
n=0

where the second term does not contribute to the time average for the same
reason of the first term in (2.22) [see (2.23) and (2.24)], whereas the first one
assumes the form

—Jj2man _ } : —j2ran
Z qulsqz (m)e Sqlsqz €
=0

( ) (2.26)
B sin(raN —jna(N—1)
= Rewss M) Gy €
from which it can be inferred that (see? [15])
1 sin(maN) _ i rov—
o _ - Jjro(N—1)
R 50, (M) = Ry, () M rat) © 2.27)

SQIS‘IZ Z 6

j=—o00

for all o € R, where & (x) represents the Dirac delta function.
Following similar reasoning, the cyclic conjugate cross-correlation func-
tion (CCCF) at cycle frequency o € R can be defined as

1
R* . (m)& lim — Z Ry, 5, (n,m)e 7270 (2.28)

Sq15q, N——+oo N

2A rigorous proof of (2.27) can be given by interpreting the convergence in the space of
distributions (see eg. [24]).
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To obtain its expression, eq. (2.15) and (2.16) must be substituted in (2.28).
Let us analyze the convergence of the limit in (2.28):

N—1 _ L=2+(m)* _
Z quls{’;z (nam)e_ﬂﬂan = qulst*m (nam)e_ﬂﬂan
n=0 n=0
N-1 '
FREG(m) Y feosQmmne
re n=L—1+(m)*

(2.29)

The first term in (2.29) does not contribute to the time average (2.28) for the
same reason of the first term in (2.22) [see (2.23) and (2.24)], and the sum in
the second term assumes the form

N—1 N—1

Y [cos(27Th)]"e~I2mom = ) [cos(27h)]" e /27on
n=L—1+(m)* n—0
L=2+4(m)* . (2.30)
_ Z [COS(ZTL’h)]"e_]zna”
n=0

in which the second term does not contribute to the time average (2.28) for the
same reason expressed above. Bearing in mind the previous considerations,
eq. (2.28) can be expressed as
1 N=1 .
RY . (m)=R . (m) lim — Y [cos(2mh)]"e /7" (2.31)

Sg, SE Sqq S
q1°qp q1°q92 N—+oo
+ =0

With reference to (2.31), two distinct cases must be discussed, according to the
value of &:

e when |cos(27h)| < 1, quls:, (m) =0 for all m € Z;
2

e when cos(2mh) = —1,i.e., h =1/2+k for all k € Z, the sums in (2.31)
assume the following form:

N—-1 ) N—1 )
Z [COS(Zn'h)]neszmxn _ Z (_1)n€7]2mxn
n=0 n=0
N-1
= Y ¢t/ (2.32)
n=0

_ sin[m(o — 1/2)N] o= im(a—1/2)(N~1)
sin[(a —1/2)]
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Therefore, substituting (2.32) in (2.31), the CCCF can be expressed as

RY . (m)=R; . (m) lim lSil,l[n(a_1/2)N]e—jn(a—1/2)(1v—1)
a1 (12 Sq15¢, N—+4oo N SIH[TL'(OC—]/Z)]

Z S(o—1/2—1i)

[=—o0

(2.33)

Sql qu

forall a e R,and h = 1/2 +k with k € Z.
Looking at the first two products in (2.17) for h = 1 /2 +k with k € Z, it is
simple to infer that

—m—1 —m—1

m—1
H COS[”h(l - ﬁqlaf)] H COS[TL’h(l - qu ¢ H Bql ! H ﬁqz ¢ (2.34)
(=0 (=0

Due to B,0 =0 forall ¢ € {0,1,...,0 — 1}, eq. (2.17) is zero for all m # 0.
Then, considering h = 1/2 + k with k € Z, and m = 0, the third products in
(2.17) assume the form

L-1 L—1
[T cos [7h(2—Bgre—Bge)] = [[(Bare + Bt — 1) (2.35)
=0 =0

Note that if 3/ € {0,1,...,L— 1} such that B,  # By, ¢, the products in (2.35)
are null. The last assertion is equivalent to say that

L—1
VQhCIZ € {07 17 7Q_ 1} “q1 # q2 = H(Bql,f—'_ﬁqz,f_ 1) =0 (236)
(=0

Based on previous observation, the CCCF at cycle frequency o € R can be
finally expressed as
RE . (m)= { 8- L8 (@3 —i) (- h=1/24kkeZ

e 0 otherwise
(2.37)
where 8, is the Kronecker delta function, i.e., §, = 1 for n = 0 and zero other-
wise.






Chapter 3

Aeronautical time-varying
channels

his chapter deals with characterization of the aeronautical wireless

channel. In Sec. 3.1 and Sec. 3.2 some aeronautical channel models
proposed in literature are described, with particular emphasis on the model
proposed by Erik Haas in [35] (Haas model). In Sec. 3.4, the Basis Expansion
Model (BEM) approach is introduced for the parsimonious representation of
a doubly-selective channel. Finally, in Sec. 3.5 the BEM approach is applied
to the Haas model and numerical simulations are carried out to validate the
usefulness of the approach.

3.1 Aeronautical channel modeling

As it is well known, the wireless physical medium has fundamental effects on
communication signaling and its reliability, hence accurate characterization of
the channel is vital to reliable CNPC design and performance.

The problem of developing effective channel models for wireless commu-
nications in aeronautical environment is considered in many works. In [54], a
comprehensive review of the existing literature is presented, dealing with the
problem of modeling the wireless channel in aeronautical environments, with
particular emphasis on UAS applications. In [35] a fairly complete descrip-
tion of the air-ground (AG) channel in terms of a statistical tapped-delay line

23
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(TDL) model has been proposed by Erik Haas. In particular the aeronauti-
cal channel is classified as belonging to several scenarios: parking, taxiing,
en-route, and takeoff/landing, with the parking and taxiing scenarios actually
denoting ground-to-ground channels for use on airport surface areas (ASAs).
Although the relevant models are developed for VHF band, in [55] and [68] it
is shown that they represent a worst case for the ASA channel also in C-band.

The model proposed in [35] is based on the classical wide-sense sta-
tionary uncorrelated scattering (WSSUS) framework originally developed by
Paul Bello in [6], wherein the complex baseband wireless channel is mod-
eled as a linear time-varying (LTV) system characterized by its impulse re-
sponse h,(t,7), where ¢ and T represent the time-instant and the time-delay
respectively; moreover, the function h,(¢,7) is modeled as a complex two-
dimensional random process.

The WSSUS model is based on the superposition of uncorrelated echos,
and assumes that the resulting impulse response is wide-sense stationary. As
long as the number of multipath components is large, we can invoke the Cen-
tral Limit Theorem (CLT) to prove that h,(t,7) is distributed as a complex
Gaussian process (GWSSUS). In this case, its statistical characterization is
fully describerd by the mean, the autocorrelation, and the cross-correlation
of the in-phase and quadrature-phase components, or, equivalently, from its
scattering function P(7, fp), which depends on the time-delay 7 (due to the-
multipath effects) and the Doppler frequency fp (due to mobility).

In [67], a stochastic model is proposed to approximate a frequency-
selective GWSSUS channel, mostly suited for Monte Carlo simulations. Fol-
lowing this model, also cited in [38, 62], the channel impulse response can be
obtained (see [35, 67]) as the sum of P echoes:

P
O el?mI0) § (T — 1) (3.1)
p=1

(D)= lim, 75

wherein the p-th path is characterized by a phase 6,, a delay 7, and a Doppler
shift fp,, all modeled as continuous random variables; note that the factor
1/+/P enforces the average power to be unity. In [38] it is shown that the scat-
tering function P(7, fp) associated to a model like (3.1) is proportional to the
joint probability distribution function (PDF) p(t, fp) of the random variables

7y and fp,,.
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In practice, for Monte Carlo simulations, we first generate P values of 7,
and fp, according to the desired p(7, fp), as well as P values of the phase
6, uniformly distributed in [0,27): using these values we generate a channel
realization using (3.1).

The number of paths has to be about P = 25 in order to obtain a good
representation of the fading channel, if the parameter set {7,, /b, 6, }11;:1 is
generated once before the simulation starts. However, about P = 7 < 10 paths
are sufficient, if new parameter sets are generated from time to time, given the
same statistics (see [45, 38]).

3.2 Aeronautical channel scenarios

As discussed in [35], the different conditions during the flight of an aircraft
lead to different channel scenarios. These scenarios are characterized by the
type of fading, the Doppler, and the delays in the system. All of the scenarios
described by Haas, except for parking, consider an LTV channel composed
by a deterministic LOS path that has to be summed to the multiple NLOS
(diffuse) random components as defined in (3.1). Typically the LOS path must
be separately taken into account. Haas discusses the statistical properties of
all the variables involved in the model, furthermore he provides typical values
of the parameters to be used to simulate the communication channel in the
aeronautical framework, for all the considered scenarios (see Tab. 3.1).

3.2.1 En-route scenario

The en-route scenario applies when the aircraft is flying and it is engaged in
ground-air or air-air communication. Ground-air communication is referred to
the link between a base station on the ground and an aircraft, whereas air-air
communication is related to the link between two flying aircrafts. Typically,
the resulting multipath channel consists of a LOS path as well as a cluster
of reflected, delayed paths. Therefore, the scenario may be characterized by
a two-ray model composed by a deterministic direct path and an unique dif-
fuse component, modeled as a Rayleigh process, delayed by Tp.c. Due to the
high speed of the aircraft, en-route channels are characterized by high Doppler
shifts. Furthermore, since the scattered components are typically not isotrop-



Parking Taxi_ Arriva}l En-Roqte
scenario scenario scenario scenario
55 15.0 150.0 440.0(620.0)
Aircraft velocity v[m/s] 0. 55 0. .15 25...150 17...440
typ. 85 typ. 250
_ i i 6 | 33.0-107°(66.0-107°)

Maximum delay Tpax [s] 7.0-10 0.7-10 7.0-10 6-10-5 . 200 10-6
Number of echo paths N [#] 20 20 20 20
Rice factor Kgice [dB] — 6.9 915g0 215(2)0
foros/ fomax factor — 0.7 1.0 1.0
Start angle of beam ¢,, [deg] 0.0 0.0 -90.0 178.25
End angle of beam ¢, [deg] 360.0 360.0 +90.0 181.75
Exponential or two-ray delay exp exp exp two-ray
Slope time Tsjope [s] 1.0-107% | 1/9.2-10% | 1.0-10°¢ —

Table 3.1: Set of typical aeronautical scenarios for simulations (see [35]).

9¢
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ically distributed, i.e., the beamwidth of the scattered components is rather
small (about B = 3.5°), the resulting Doppler spectrum is only a part' of the
classical 2-D isotropic Doppler density function derived by Jakes in [45].

3.2.2 Takeoff/Landing scenario

In this phase the aircraft is typically engaged in ground-air communication; it
already has left its cruising speed and altitude, and is about to land (landing),
or vice versa (takeoff). In this scenario there is still a LOS component, but
there will be also some moderate NLOS scattered components, mainly from
buildings at the airport itself, which can be modeled by a Rayleigh process.
Also in this case the scatterers are not uniformly distributed, since the diffuse
components arrive from preferred directions (back/front of the aircraft during
takeoff/landing, respectively). The beamwidth of the scattered components is
broader (8 = 180°) than in the en-route environment, but typically narrower
than in the taxi environment shown in the following. The distribution of delays
is likely to switch from a two-ray scenario toward a typical rural environment,
this requires that the PDP be modeled as an exponentially decreasing function.

3.2.3 Taxiing scenario

The taxiing scenario applies when the aircraft is on the ground and it is travel-
ing toward or from the ground base station. This scenario is characterized by
low mobility, i.e., slow fading. Furthermore it can be assumed that the scat-
terers are uniformly distributed around the aircraft (8 = 360°), i.e., a Jakes
distribution of Doppler is obtained. The Doppler and delay power spectra and
the Rice factor, defined in the following, are based on the recommendations
for rural (non-hilly) areas.

3.2.4 Parking scenario

The parking scenario applies when the aircraft is on the ground and it is travel-
ing at very slow speed close to the base station, or it is parked at the terminal.
The Doppler and delay power spectra are based on the recommendations for

1Jakes assumes in [45] that the scattering sources are uniformly distributed in [0,27).
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urban (non-hilly) areas, thus we apply the Jakes model for Doppler and an ex-
ponentially distributed PDP. Note that the LOS path is assumed to be blocked
in this scenario.

3.3 Discrete-time representation of the Haas models

In this section the discrete-time version of the general Haas model (3.1) is
introduced. Let T, denote the sample time, the channel can be expressed as

h(k,f) £ ha(ch,ch) = hLos(k,f) + hNLOS (k,g) (3.2)

where, Vk,¢ € Z, hios(k,?) is the deterministic LOS component, wheraes
hnpos (k,€) is the stochastic NLOS one.
Based on [35], the LOS component can be written as

hios (k, £) £ ae/*™oroskle § () (3.3)

where fp; g represents the Doppler frequency of the LOS path, and

KRice
a=|—2x_ (3.4)
KRice +1

is the amplitude of the LOS path, with Kgjc. representing the so-called Rice
factor, i.e., the power ratio between the LOS and the NLOS components.
Furthermore, the NLOS contribution can be written as

N
2 C N (0 2m o KT o _h
hNLOS (k,g) \/N r; e sinc | ¢ T (35)

C

/ 1
c=4\— 3.6)
KRice +1 (

represents the standard deviation of the NLOS contribution, 6, ~ % (0,2x) is
the uniform phase of the nth path. In (3.5), the Doppler frequency fp,, of the

where

nth path can be obtained from the uniform random variable u, ~ %/ (0, 1) using
the following expression:

fDn = fDmax COSN)HL + (¢HH - ¢aL)”n] (3.7)
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with ¢,, and ¢, representing, respectively, the lower- and upper-limits of the
angular diffuse components beam, and the maximum Doppler frequency fp .«

can be evaluated as
y y

fDmax -5 = _fc . (3.8)

Ac o

Moreover, T, denotes the time-delay of the nth path which can be generated
from the uniform random variable u, ~ % (0, 1) as

T = — T log [ 1=, (1= /e )| (3.9)

with Tyax representing the maximum time-delay of the diffuse paths, whereas
Tslope describes the behavior of the time-delay distribution.

For a given Rice factor Kgjc., equations (3.4) and (3.6) impose that the
power at the output of the channel remains unchanged, i.e., E [|h,(t,7)|*|] =
a*>+ ¢* = 1. Furthermore when Kgice = 0 (Rayleigh fading), one obtains a = 0
and ¢ = 1, whereas for Krjce — «© (AWGN channel), one obtains ¢ = 1 and
¢ = 0, respectively.

Typical values that will be used to simulate the main aeronautical scenarios
are shown in [35] and reported in Tab. 3.1.

3.4 The BEM approach

Many channel models, as well as the classical WSSUS one, are based on time
varying gains modeled as low-pass Gaussian processes. Such models correctly
represent the channel when there is an moderate-to-large number of scatterers.
Recently, deterministic models based on the basis expansion model (BEM)
have been proposed (see [32, 73]), which have been shown to be more efficient
than the stochastic ones when a small number of scatterers is involved.

According to the BEM approach, the time-varying channel coefficients are
expressed as superposition of suitable time-varying base functions (e.g., com-
plex exponentials) with time-invariant coefficients. In this way, one obtains
parsimonious models (i.e., described by a reasonable number of parameters)
that can be used to conveniently represent rapidly time-varying channels.

The discrete-time expression of the input-output relationship through an
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LTV channel h(k,?) is

~+oo
r(k) =Y h(k,0)s(k—1) (3.10)
f=—oc0
where s(k) and r(k) represent the input and output signals, respectively, and
k € Z. Under the BEM approach, the impulse response of the LTV chan-
nel is expressed, for any ¢ € Z, in terms of a suitable set of base functions

{ug(k)}g=0.1,..,0—1 (see [37]):
0-1
h(k,0) =} cq(O)ug(k) 3.11)
q=0

where the coefficients of the representation ¢, (¢) depend on ¢ € Z but are in-
dependent of k € Z.

Typical sets of base functions are the complex exponentials (CE-BEM,
see [32]) and the discrete prolate spheroidal sequences (DPS-BEM, see [82]).
Both CE-BEM (with a suitable frequency sampling) and DPS-BEM are able
to accurately represent the stochastic Jakes model.

Substituting the BEM representation (3.11) in (3.10), one obtains

0—-1 +o0

r(k) =Y ug(k) Y, cq(0)s(k—0) (3.12)
q=0 J—

The resulting model is a SIMO channel model, wherein the time-varying chan-

nel is described by a filter-bank composed by Q time-invariant filters with im-

pulse response ¢, (¢), with g € {0,1,...,0 — 1} and £ € Z. In the CE-BEM

case, the structure (3.12) is reminiscent of FRESH filtering (see [25]).

34.1 CE-BEM

In CE-BEM model (see [5]), the impulse response hpgm(k,¢) of the channel,
with k € # = {ko,ko+ 1,ko+K — 1} and £ € Z, is expressed as

On/2 .
hpem(k,0) = Y hy(0)el7H (3.13)
g=—0h/2
where K represents the length of the observation time window, and P and Qy
are design parameters. In particular, if one chooses P = K, the CE-BEM model
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is said to be critically sampled; instead, it is proven that oversampled CE-BEM
models, i.e., with P > K, represent very well the Jakes channel (see [69]).
Typical design choices are P = 2K and Oy = 2| fpax PTe |-

Note that (3.13) can be compactly rewritten as

heem (k,€) = e (k)h(¢) (3.14)
27 9 21 ¢ T
where e(k) 2 |/ F (2)k JF(-341)k B %] 2 Ot and h(r) 2

T
[thh/2(€)7h7Qh/2+l (£)7 s 7th/2(£)] € (CQh+] .
If we assume that the channel has finite-length impulse response, i.e.,

hgem(k,¢) # 0 only for ¢ € {0,1,Ly, — 1}, the L;, relationships described by
(3.14) can be expressed in matrix forma as

hgpm(k) = ' (k) H (3.15)

where hggm(k) £ [heem(k,0),igem (K, 1),. .., heem(k, Ly — 1)]T € Ck», with
ke %, and

hog,2(0)  hog,p(l) - hogpln—1)
H:= h_Qh/2+1 (0) h—Qh/2+1 (1 - h—Qh/z‘*‘1 (Ln—1) e C(@nt1)xLn
ho,2(0)  ho,p(1) -+ g pp(Ln—1)
(3.16)
Finally, collecting the data for all k£ values, we obtain the linear system
Hpgv = EH (3.17)

where Hpggm £ [hBEM(kO),hBEM(kO + 1), e 7hBEM(kO +K— 1)]T S CKXLh,
and E £ [e(ky),e(ko+1),...,e(ko+ K —1)]T € CKx(@tD),

To evaluate the coefficients of the BEM representation, i.e., the matrix H,
one can resort the following least-square optimization:

H = argmin |Hypy — EH||? (3.18)
H

where

h(ko,0) h(ko,Lp — 1)

L

Hyrv (3.19)

h(ko—l—K— 1,0) h(ko—l—K— 1,1, — 1)
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whose solution can be expressed as (see [7])

H=E Hyy = EM[EE"] " 'H 1y (3.20)

3.5 Numerical results

In the following we report some Matlab simulations aimed at showing the
goodness-of-fit of the CE-BEM approach (see [5]) to represent the models
proposed by Haas (see [35]).

We considered a communication system working at the carrier frequency
fe =2.375 GHz (S-band). For each scenario, we used an observation window
of length K = {ﬁ‘ﬂc

whereas we set the sample time as T, = Tpax/50 for en-route scenario and

W, i.e., three-times the coherence time of the channel,

T. = Tmax /10 for all the other ones. All simulations have been carried out with
P =2K and Qn = 2[ fomu PTe]-

To evaluate the accuracy of the BEM representation we used the mean-
square error, for all k € # and ¢ € {0, 1,...,L, — 1}, with respect to the true
Haas channel, defined as

MSE(kvg) =S E [”h(kag) - hBEM(kag)Hz] (321)

where the statistical mean has been estimated on 10 realizations of the channel.

3.5.1 Parking scenario

Figure 3.1 reports a single realization of the Haas channel, furthermore, to
better observe its behavior, we show in Fig. 3.2 a cut of the same realization
for k =0.

In Fig. 3.3, the MSE (expressed in dB) of the BEM representation
is shown; the representation error is very small for all k € % and ¢ €
{0,1,...,Ly— 1}. Figure 3.4 plots an estimate of the power delay profile of the
Haas model (top) and the same for the BEM approximation (bottom), whereas
Fig. 3.5 plots an estimate of the Doppler spectrum of the Haas channel (top)
followed by the Doppler spectrum of its BEM approximation (bottom). Note
that the BEM approach provides a very good representation of the delay and
Doppler profiles of the channel model.
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Figure 3.1: Parking scenario — real part (top) and imaginary part (bottom)
of one realization of the channel.
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Figure 3.2: Parking scenario — real part (top) and imaginary part (bottom)
of one realization of the channel, with k = 0.
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Figure 3.3: Parking scenario — mean-square error of BEM representation.
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Figure 3.4: Parking scenario — power delay profile of the Haas channel
(top) and of the BEM representation (bottom).
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Figure 3.5: Parking scenario — Doppler power spectrum of the Haas chan-
nel (top) and of the BEM representation (bottom).

3.5.2 Taxiing scenario

In Fig. 3.6, a single realization of the Haas channel (taxiing scenario) is re-
ported; furthermore we show in Fig. 3.7 the same realization for k = 0.

Figure 3.8 plots the MSE (expressed in dB) of the BEM representation ex-
pressed in dB. The representation error is again very small for all k € Z and
¢e{0,1,...,L, — 1}. Figure 3.9 plots an estimate of the power delay pro-
file of the Haas model (top) and of its BEM approximation (bottom), whereas
Fig. 3.10 plots an estimate of the Doppler spectrum of the Haas channel (top)
followed by the Doppler spectrum of its BEM approximation (bottom). The
obtained behaviors are again indistinguishable, thus assuring that the BEM ap-
proach provide a very accurate representation of the delay and Doppler profiles
of the channel model.

3.5.3 Takeoff/Landing scenario

In Fig. 3.11, a single realization of the Haas channel is reported, with the real
part (top) and the imaginary one (bottom). Furthermore, we show in Fig. 3.12
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Figure 3.6: Taxiing scenario — real part (top) and imaginary part (bottom)
of one realization of the channel.
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Figure 3.7: Taxiing scenario — real part (top) and imaginary part (bottom)
of one realization of the channel, with k = 0.
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Figure 3.8: Taxiing scenario — mean-square error of BEM representation.
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Figure 3.9: Taxiing scenario — power delay profile of the Haas channel
(top) and of the BEM representation (bottom).
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Figure 3.10: Taxiing scenario — Doppler power spectrum of the Haas
channel (top) and of the BEM representation (bottom).

a cut of the same realization for k = 0.

In Fig. 3.13, the MSE of the BEM representation is reported, expressed in
dB. The plot shows that the approximation error is very small for all k € J#" and
0€{0,1,...,Ly—1}. Figure 3.14 reports an estimate of the power delay profile
of the Haas model (top) and the its BEM approximation (bottom), whereas
Fig. 3.15 reports an estimate of the Doppler spectrum of the Haas channel (top)
followed by the Doppler spectrum of its BEM approximation (bottom). The
BEM approximation is very accurate because the delay and Doppler profiles
of the channel model are again indistinguishable.

3.5.4 En-route scenario

In Figs. 3.16-3.20 the results obtained in the en-route scenario are reported. In
particular, in Fig. 3.16 we show a single realization of the Haas channel (real
part on top and imaginary part on the bottom), whereas in Fig. 3.17 the details
of the same representation for k = 0 are reported. In Fig. 3.18 the MSE error of
the BEM representation with respect to the Haas model is reported; the BEM
approximation provides again very good results. Finally in Figs. 3.19-3.20
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Figure 3.11: Arrival scenario — real part (top) and imaginary part (bot-
tom) of one realization of the channel.
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Figure 3.12: Arrival scenario — real part (top) and imaginary part (bot-
tom) of one realization of the channel, with k = 0.
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(top) and of the BEM representation (bottom).
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Figure 3.15: Arrival scenario — Doppler power spectrum of the Haas
channel (top) and of the BEM representation (bottom).

we show, respectively, the power delay profile and the Doppler spectrum of
the Haas model (top) and its BEM representation (bottom). The behaviors are
indistinguishable again, thus we can say that the BEM approximation is able
to represent very accurately all the aeronautical channel models proposed by
Haas in [35].
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Figure 3.16: En-route scenario — real part (top) and imaginary part (bot-
tom) of one realization of the channel.
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Figure 3.17: En-route scenario — real part (top) and imaginary part (bot-
tom) of one realization of the channel, with k = 0.
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Figure 3.18: En-route scenario — mean-square error of BEM representa-
tion.
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Figure 3.19: En-route scenario — power delay profile of the Haas channel
(top) and of the BEM representation (bottom).
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Figure 3.20: En-route scenario — Doppler power spectrum of the Haas

channel (top) and of the BEM representation (bottom).



Chapter 4

Time-varying equalization for
CPM signals

n this chapter, the problem of receiving a CPM signal over a doubly-
I selective channel is tackled. Section 4.1 contains a brief introduction to
techniques used for receiving CPM signals over doubly-selective channels,
whereas Sec. 4.2 describes the system model. In Sec. 4.3 both zero-forcing
(ZF) and minimum mean square error (MMSE) LTV equalizers are synthe-
sized, whereas in Sec. 4.4 their widely-linear versions are proposed for non-
circular CPM signals. In Sec. 4.5 and 4.6, we introduce simplified implemen-
tations of the equalizer and decision rule, respectively, whereas in Sec. 4.7,
by exploiting the BEM model for the doubly-selective channel, convenient
frequency-shift (FRESH) versions of the proposed equalizers are derived. Fi-
nally, the performance analysis of the proposed receivers is carried out by
Monte Carlo computer simulations in Sec. 4.8.

4.1 Introduction

Since CPM modulation has memory, its main drawback is the high computa-
tional complexity of the optimal maximum-likelihood (ML) detection strategy.
This issue can be partially overcome by exploiting the inherent trellis struc-
ture of CPM and resorting to the Viterbi algorithm (VA) [65]. However, in
aeronautical communications, due to the high-speed of the aircrafts, the wire-

45
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less channel might exhibit joint frequency and time selectivity: when CPM is
employed over such doubly-selective channels, even optimal ML detection by
means of Viterbi algorithm becomes prohibitive, due to the huge number of
states of the trellis and the need to perform fast channel estimation and track-
ing.

Several approaches aimed at reducing the complexity of the ML receiver
have been proposed, mostly suited for time-invariant channels. A popular
approach considered in [70, 61, 72] performs preliminary frequency-domain
channel equalization to mitigate the effects of intersymbol interference (1SI),
allowing thus the subsequent VA to work in an almost ISI-free setting, albeit
with colored noise. However, frequency-domain equalization is not a com-
putationally advantageous strategy when the channel is rapidly time-varying,
since in this case the channel cannot be diagonalized by a channel-independent
transformation of the received data [5, 79, 78].

Herein we take a different approach, by designing linear time-varying
(LTV) or widely-linear time-varying (WLTV) equalizers to mitigate channel
ISI. The proposed equalizers leverage on the well-known Laurent decomposi-
tion of a CPM signal shown in Chap. 2 to perform time-varying (TV) equal-
ization in the time domain. The overall receiver is composed by two stages:
the first stage performs LTV or WLTV equalization, allowing one to extract
the pseudo-symbols; the second stage performs a simple recursive inversion to
obtain the symbol sequence from the pseudo-symbols. The obtained structure,
although suboptimal, allows one to equalize rapidly time-varying and disper-
sive channels with an affordable complexity.

We also propose a method to eventually tackle ill-conditioning problems
inherent to the equalizer synthesis and reduce the complexity of the time do-
main equalizers, as well as a simple recursive decision rule to extract the
symbols from the pseudo-symbols. Moreover, by exploiting the BEM model
for the doubly-selective channel described in Sec. 3.4, we derive convenient
Jfrequency-shift (FRESH) versions of the proposed equalizers, showing that
they can be implemented as a parallel bank of linear time-invariant (LT]) filters
having, as input signals, different frequency-shifted versions of the received
data.



4.2. System model 47

4.2 System model

Let us consider a wireless communication system employing a binary partial-
response! one-sided CPM modulation format with baud-rate 1/7T, & = T /2
and modulation index h ¢ Z, whose complex envelope, recalling (2.2) and
(2.3), is given by

~+oo
xa(t) = exp [ J2mh Y aiga(t — iT)] (4.1)
i=0
By means of Laurent representation, the signal (4.1) can also be expressed as
—1 o0
Z qulcaq T 4.2)
q=0 i=

where, for all i € Z, s,; and ¢, 4(t) are, respectively, the gth pseudo-symbol
and the gth Laurent pulse [see Sec. 2.2].

To obtain a compact discrete model for the overall communication system,
we assume that the CPM signal given by (4.1) or (4.2) is well represented (see
[53]) by its samples x(k) £ x,(kT;) taken with rate 1/T, = N/T, with N > 1
denoting the oversampling factor. In particular, we will find it convenient to
resort to the followingpolyphase decomposition of x(k) with respect to N:

1—‘,—00

M) 2 x(UN+1) =x,((T +NT) = szq,,cq (—i) (4.3)
q=0i=0

where (4.2) has been taken into account, and cgn)(ﬁ) £ ¢y ((T +1T).

The CPM signal given by (4.1) or (4.2) is up-converted to radio-frequency
(RF) and transmitted over a wireless channel; the received distorted signal,
corrupted by AWGN, is filtered and sampled. Denoting with £, (¢, T) the over-
all time-varying channel impulse response (including also the effects of trans-
mit/receive filters), we assume that:

(a-4.1) the channel spans Ly, symbol periods in 7, i.e., i,(¢,7) = 0 for T ¢
[0,L,T].

IFor the sake of simplicity, our design assumes a binary single-k partial-response CPM
signal, with & € Z. Extensions to non-binary and/or multi-h CPM signals are less tractable and
will be the subject of further investigations.

2Remember that since x,(7) is a one-sided signal, x(k) = x,(kT) = 0 for all k < 0.
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The complex envelope of the received signal, at the output of the receiver
filter, can be expressed as

+oo N—1

ra(t) =Y. Y xW(0) ha(t,t — 0T —nT) +va(r) (4.4)
{=0m=0

where v, () represents filtered AWGN, whereas x()(£) samples are given by
(4.3). Hence, assuming perfect symbol synchronization, the received signal
given by (4.4) is sampled at time instants f; L KT +nT,, withk € Z and n €
{0,1,...,N — 1}, thus obtaining ") (k) £ r,(t ,) represented by the following
polyphase decomposition with respect to N:

Ly N—1

rk) =YY A" (ke N+ —0)x™ (k— €) + ") (k) (4.5)
{=0m=0

where A" (k,0) £ h(kN 4 n,f), and the discrete-time channel h(k,f) £
ha (kT AT;), due to (a-4.1), is a causal finite impulse response (FIR) system
of order NLy + 1, i.e., h(k,£) =0 for £ ¢ {0,1,... ., NLy}, and v(") (k) £ v,(ty. ).

The following customary assumptions will be considered in the sequel:

(a-4.2) the information-bearing symbols a; € {1} are modeled as a se-
quence of independent and identically distributed (i.i.d.) zero-mean random
variables, with E [a?] = 1;

(a-4.3) the noise samples {v") (k) }_! are modeled as mutually indepen-
dent zero-mean random variables, with variance 62 £ E [[v(") (k)[?], statisti-
cally independent of a; for each i € Z.

We further assume that:

(a-4.4) the noise variance sz is either exactly known at the receiver or it is
estimated by using data-aided or non-data aided algorithm (see [9]).

Collecting N consecutive samples (4.5) into the vector r(k) =
[rO k), rD (k),...,rN=D(k)]T € CV, the model in (4.5) can be compactly ex-
pressed as

Ly
r(k) =Y Hy(k)x(k—£)+v(k) (4.6)
=0
where the (i} + 1,i, + 1)th element of the time-varying matrix Hy(k) € C¥N*V

is given by {Hy(k)};, i, = h'") (k, €N +iy —ip), for iy,ip € {0,1,...,N — 1}, and
x(k) 2 [xO) (k),xV (k),...,xN=D (k)T e CN.
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To further expand (4.6), observe that due to the support properties of
Cagq(t), €q. (4.3) can be expressed as

0-1 k —1L4—1
Z ZL SQviC‘(In)(k ZO Z Sq.k lcq l 4.7
g=0 i=k G=0 i=

thus x(k) in (4.6) can be compactly rewritten as
0-1
x(k) = Y Cys,(k) (4.8)
q=0

where, for ij,i, € {0,1,...,N — 1}, the (i; + 1,i + 1)th element of
the matrix C, € RVl is given by {C,}i;, = ¢ (i2), and s,(k) £
[sq,k,sq,k_l . ,Sq’k_Lq+1]T € Chla.

Finally, by exploiting (4.8), the received vector (4.6) can be expressed as

ZHg Z Cysq(k—0)+v(k) (4.9)
=0

4.3 LTV equalization

To compensate for the deleterious effects induced by time- and frequency-
selectivity of the transmission channel, we consider a front-end causal LTV
block equalizer of order L, > 0, whose input-output relationship is given by

y(k) = F* (k)z(k) (4.10)

for k € Z, where F(k) € CVLet1)x2 collects all the equalizer parameters, and
the input vector, based on (4.9), is given by
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where Bq(k) = [sq’k,sq,k_l,.. . 7Sq,k—La—Lq+1]T S CLa+Lq, with L, = L. + Ly,
C,eRY (Lat1)%(LatLa) §g 2 block matrix defined as®

C, Oy - Oy

~ oy C, --- 0

O 4.12)
Oy - Oy C,

matrix H(k) € CNet DxN(Lat1) ig defined as

Hy (k) e H;, (k) Oyxy - Onxn
ﬁ(k)é Onxn HO(k_l) HLh(k_l) Onxn
ON><N HO(k_Le) Hl(k_Le) HLh(k_Le)
(4.13)

and w(k) = [vI(k),vT(k—1),...,vI(k — L.)]T. Moreover, we have defined
in (4.11) C2[Co,Cy,...,Coy] € RVNEHDX(QLFL) with L, £ Y2 'L, and
b(k) £ bl (k),b] (k),... ,Bg_l(k)]T € CPLatle,

Our aim is to obtain a reliable estimate of the pseudo-symbols block
s(k—d) £ [S0k—d,S1k—ds---150-1k-d|' € C2, with d € {0,1,...,L,+ 1} de-
noting a suitable equalization delay. In the following, we will present two
common strategies to this end, i.e., the ZF and MMSE ones.

4.3.1 LTV-ZF equalizer

Ideally, in the absence of noise, perfect or zero-forcing (ZF) recovery can be
obtained by using a time-varying ZF equalizer (see [79]). Imposing the ZF
condition y(k) = s(k — d) leads to the following system of linear equations:

FY(k)H(k)C = E} (4.14)

3Note that, due to the time-varying assumption for the channel, the matrix ﬁ(k) loses its
typical Toeplitz structure.
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with
€40 Oprr, - Ogrr,  Orgir,
07,417, €41 oo Oy, Opys,
E, 2 : : . : : € B(@Latle)xQ (4.15)
0LQ—2+La 0LQ—2+La o €40-2 0LQ—2+La
_OLQ—1+La 0LQ—1+La 0LQ—1+La €4.0-1 |
d Ly+Ly—d—1

where ey , £10,0,...,0,1,0,0,...,0]T € BE*E forall g € {0,1,...,0 — 1}.

The system of linear equation in (4.14) is consistent (see [7]) if and only if
CTHY (k) [CTH" (k)] "Ey = Ey, for all k € Z.

If the matrix H(k)C € CNEtDx(QLtLl) g full-column rank, ie.,
rank[H(k)C] = QL, + L., for all k € Z, it results that CTHH (k) [CTHH (k)] =
Ior,+1., for all k € Z, and, then, the system in (4.14) turns out to be consistent
irrespective of the equalization delay d. In this case, the minimal norm solution
of the system in (4.14) is (see, e.g., [7]) given by

~ ~ ~ T~ ~ ~71-1
Fzr(k) = H(k)C CTHH(k)H(k)C] E, (4.16)

Since the condition rank[H(k)C] = QL, + L, for all k € Z, assures the consis-
tency of the system in (4.14) and, thus, the existence of the WLTV-ZF equal-
izer, it seems natural to investigate the rank properties of H(k)C

A necessary condition is that QL, + L. = Q(Le + Ly) + Lc < N(L.+ 1),

from which Lot —N
Le>Q h+ c

> N—0
Note that, since rank(AB) < min[rank(A),rank(B)], for all A € C"*? and B €
CP>*™_ C has to be full-column rank, i.e., rank(C) = QL, + L.

However, it must be observed that the rank of C is often not sufficient to

4.17)

obtain a consistent system and correctly synthesize the equalizer; in Sec. 4.5
we explain how to tackle this problem by reducing the number of Laurent’s
pulses used for the synthesis.

4.3.2 LTV-MMSE equalizer

It is well known that, for ill-conditioned channel matrices, ZF equalization
can introduce moderate-to-high amount of noise enhancement. To counteract
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this phenomenon, we resort here to the minimum mean-square error (MMSE)
equalizer, whose expression is obtained by minimizing the output mean-square
error objective function MSE[F(k)] £ E [|ly(k) —s(k—d)|?], for all k € Z,
which can also be expressed as

MSE[F (k)] = E [tr { [y(k) — s(k—d)][y(k) —s(k— )" }]
= tr [F¥ () Rs5 () (K) — B (k) Rys (k) — RE(K)F (k) + R
(4.18)

It can be shown (see [39]) that
Fhyise (k) 2 argmin { MSE[F(6)] }
FH (k)
— argmin {tr [fH(k)Rﬁ(k)F(k) ) R;g(k)i*(k)} }
FH (k)
= Ry (R, (k)

(4.19)
where Ry (k) 2 E[Z(k)Z1 (k)] € CVEA+D*NLH) denotes the statistical
time-varying correlation matrix of Z(k), and Rss(k) = E [Z(k)s" (k—d)] €
CN(LE-H)XQ.

It can be readily obtained from (4.11) and assumptions (a-4.2) and (a-4.3)
that
Rz (k) = H(k)CRy; CTHY (k) + 67 Ly 1.4 1) (4.20)

where Ry 2 E [b(k)b! (k)] € C(@Latle)x(QLatle) and
Rgs(k) = H(K)CRg, (4.21)

where Ry 2 E [b(k)s' (k— d)] € C@LFL)*C Note that the exact expression
of the entries of the statistical correlation matrix R, as well as those of R,
do not depend on k and can be calculated by using the known correlation prop-
erties of pseudo-symbols derived in Chap. 2 [see (2.13) and (2.16)].

4.4 WLTYV equalization

It has been shown in Chap. 2 that CPM signals for h = 1/2 +k, with k € Z,
are noncircular or improper (see [59],[63]), since they exhibit non-vanishing
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conjugate correlation features (see Sec. 2.3). In this case, it is well known (see
[12, 10, 76, 27, 26, 30, 31, 49, 64, 80, 11, 46, 14, 13]) that employing widely-
linear signal processing, which jointly elaborate the received signal and its
complex conjugate version, allows one to improve performances.

Thus, we consider here a front-end causal widely-linear time-varying
(WLTV) equalizer of order L. > 0, whose input-output relationship is given
by

y(k) = F{Z(k) + F5 (k)Z" (k) = F" (k)z(k) (4.22)
for k € Z, where Fy(k),Fy(k) € CNU+D*Q collect all the equalizer pa-
rameters, F(k) £ [FT (k),F} (k)] € C2N(E+D*C and z(k) £ [77(k), 2% (k)T €
C2N(Let1) whereas from (4.9) the input vector Z(k) is given by (4.11).

On the basis of (4.11), z(k) can also be expressed as

2(k) = H(K)Cb (k) + w(k) (4.23)
where H(k) € C2V(Le+1)x2N(Lat1) g the augmented channel matrix, defined as
ON (Lo 1) xN(Lo+1) H* (k)

wheraes C £ I, ® C € RIVLADx20LAL)  p(k) 2 [BT(k),bH(K)]T
CHOLtLe) - and w(k) £ [WT(k),wH(k)]T € C?N(Let1)  Synthesis of ZF and
MMSE widely-linear equalizers is described in the following.

4.4.1 WLTV-ZF equalizer

Similarly to the LTV case, in the absence of noise, perfect or zero-forcing (ZF)
recovery can be obtained by using a widely-linear time-varying ZF equalizer
(see [28]). To this end, by considering the deterministic relationship (2.19)
between the pseudo-symbols and their complex conjugate versions shown in
Chap. 2 [see (2.19)], we can express the conjugate vector b* (k) as

b (k) = (—=1)**' Tb(k) (4.25)
¥ . (1) (1) M
where J £ diag [(—1)% Jiatror (DM Jriryn (DN I, | €

7QLatLe)x(QLatLe) - Then, imposing the ZF condition y(k) = s(k — d) to the
equalizer output leads to the following system of linear equations:

FH(k)H(k)CD(k) = E} (4.26)
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where D(k) A oL, iz., (_1)k+lj]T € 72(QLa+Le)x (QLatLe)

The system of linear equation in (4.26) is consistent (see [7]) if and only if
DT (k)CTH" (k)[DT (k)CTH! (k)] "E; = Ey, for all k € Z.

If the matrix H(k)CD(k) € C?NUetDx(QLtle) s fyll-column rank,
ie.,, rank[H(k)CD(k)] = QL, + L., for all k € Z, it results that
DT (k)CTH (k) [DT (k)C™H (k)] =1gL, 11, for all k € Z, and, then, the sys-
tem in (4.26) turns out to be consistent independently of the equalization delay
d. In this case, the minimal norm solution of the system in (4.26) is given (see,

e.g., [7]) by
Fzr(k) = H(k)CD(k) [DT (k)CTH" (k) H(k)CD(k)] ' E, (4.27)

Since condition rank[H(k)CD (k)] = QL, + L., for all k € Z, assures the consis-
tency of the system in (4.26) and, thus, the existence of the WLTV-ZF equal-
izer, it seems natural to investigate the rank properties of H(k)CD (k).

A necessary condition to achieve consistency is that QL, + L. = Q(Le +
Lyp)+ L. <2N(Le + 1), from which

L.> OLy,+L.—2N

> g (4.28)

Using the so-called derotation approach (see [20]), one can simplify the ex-
pression of D(k) by removing the inherent time-variability. This approach
consists in multiplying first the vector Z* (k) by the alternating signal (—1)¥*1,

with k € Z, and then applying the WLTV-ZF equalization to the input vector

a z(k) _
ZDR(k) = [(—1)k+12*(k)] = H(k)c [(_l)kJrlB*(k)

where wpg(k) 2 [wT(k),(—1)**'wH(k)]T. Considering (4.25), one obtains
(=1)F1h* (k) = Jb(k), thus

+ WDR(k) (4.29)

zpr (k) = H(k)CDprb (k) + wpg (k) (4.30)

where Dpg 2 [Ipr, 1 1.,J]" € Z2QLatLe)x(QLatLe),
Finally, the WLTV-ZF equalizer operating with the derotation approach is
given by

Fzrpr (k) = H(k)CDpg DR CTHY () H(k)CDpr] ' E; (431
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4.4.2 WLTV-MMSE equalizer

To counteract the noise enhancement typical of the ZF approach, we synthesize
here the widely-linear version of the MMSE receiver, which minimizes the
same objective function of Sec. 4.3.2, MSE[F(k)] 2 E [||y(k) —s(k —d)|]*],
for all k € Z, which can also be expressed now as

MSE[F (k)] = E [tr {[y(k) — s(k — d)][y(k) — s(k — d)]" }]
= tr [F (k)Ry, (k)F (k) — F7 (k)Rys (k) — R (K)F (k) + R
4.32)
It can be shown (see [39]) that
Fiivisg (k) £ argmin {MSE[F(k)]}
FH (k)

= argmin { tr [F" (k)R,, (k)F (k) — F" (k)Rys(k) — Ri{(K)F (k)] }
FH (k)
=Ry (k)R,,' (k)

(4.33)

where Ry, (k) £ E [z(k)z! (k)] € CPNUE+1)x2N(Let1) denotes the statistical
time-varying correlation matrix of z(k), and Rus(k) = E [z(k)s" (k—d)] €
C2N(Le+1)xQ
It can be readily obtained from (4.11) and assumptions (a-4.2) and (a-4.3)
that
Ry, (k) = H(k)CRyp (k) CTH" (k) + 67 Loy (1.1 1) (4.34)
with Rpp (k) £ E [b(k)bH (k)] € C2QLutLe)x2(CLatLe) and
Rys(k) = H(K)CRus (k) (4.35)

with Rps £ E [b(k)s" (k—d)] € C2CLat+Le)xQ Note that the exact expression
of the entries of the statistical correlation matrix Rpp(k), as well as those of
Rps(k), now depend on k due to the time varying conjugate cross-correlation
of the pseudo-symbols [see (2.16)]. In particular, one has:

E [b(k)b" (k)]  E[b(k)bT (k)]

E [b* (k)b (k)] E [b* (k)b (k)]
Rjp Ry (k)

Ri;. (0 Rj;

)2 o] - | |
(4.36)

b*
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Rj

) (4.37)
R . (k)

P H
Ry (k) = E [b(k)s" (k)] = [IIEE [%)*(Q;SH(Q)]]

where the entries of Ry and Rg;. (k), as well as R and R. (k) can be calcu-
lated using the expressions of cross-correlation and conjugate cross-correlation
functions shown in Chap. 2 [see (2.13) and (2.16)].

4.5 Low-complexity receiving structures

In Sec. 4.2 we have shown that the CPM signal can be expressed as the sum of
amplitude modulated signals (see [50]) (Laurent representation); such a rep-
resentation has been employed to obtain the expression (4.9) for the received
vector. However, the same representation can be used to synthesize simplified
versions of both LTV and WLTV equalizers.

The key to achieve such a complexity reduction is to approximate the CPM
signal by a sum of Q; < Q = 2¢~! PAM components, so as to recover only
a subset of Q. < O, corresponding pseudo-symbols, from which finally the
transmitted symbols can be extracted (see [47]). This represents a viable strat-
egy because it is well known that the first Laurent pulse c,0(¢), which rep-
resents the pulse of longest duration, i.e., (L+ 1)7, also happens to have the
main energy and is the most important component of the signal (see [50]).

Such a feature is extremely clear when particular frequency shape pulse
are used, with 4 = 0.5. Indeed, computer calculations [3] show that for CPM-
GMSK signaling depicted in Fig. 2.2, with h = 0.5, BT =0.25 and L =4, a
fraction 0.991944 of the signal energy is contained in the first PAM compo-
nent, and a fraction 0.00803 of energy is carried by the second one (see [47]).
Only a fraction 2.63 x 107> of the signal energy (—46 dB) is contained into
the remaining six pulses, thus the signal can be well represented by using only
the first pulse, and at most the second one (see [47]).

It is worthwhile to note that using only a subset of Laurent’s pulses might
not be sufficient to represent partial-response CPM signals having modula-
tion indices other than one-half, for which the so-called main pulse [60] could
be used. Nevertheless, the fact that high-order Laurent’s pulses have low en-
ergy influences the rank of Cin (4.14) and makes the problem inherently ill-
conditioned, thus to obtain a consistent system and correctly synthesize the
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equalizers, we have to discard the contribution of high-order pulses. In this
way, eq. (4.11) becomes

r(k)
N r(k—1) SO it DU ~ o~
z(k) = : =H(k) ;) Cyby (k) +w(k) = H(k)Cr) bery (k) + W(k)
r(k—Le)

(4.38)
where Cq) 2 [Co,Cy,...,Co 1] € RNVGHDX(@latle) and b, 2
[bg (k),b] (k),...,by _(K)]T € CoLtle with Q; < Q chosen so as to
obtain a full-column rank (Nj, ie., rank(é) =QL,+ L., and L, & 23;61 L,
The new necessary condition to be satisfied to have a consistent system is
N(Le+1) > Q:L, + L, from which

> Qth+Zc_N

) (4.39)

The maximum number of pseudo-symbols that could be recovered using this
approach is Q;. The resulting pseudo-symbols could be used to rebuild an
equalized version of the CPM signal at the receiver, so as to apply further
processing (see [47]).

We propose in Sec. 4.6 a simple recursive decision strategy that uses only
two consecutive pseudo-symbols s, 0 x—1, corresponding to the first Lau-
rent’s pulse to extract the information-bearing symbol a: in this case, to fur-
ther reduce the equalizer complexity, we equalize only the first pseudo-symbol.
In this way, the input-output relationships of the equalizers boil down to

y(k) =T (k)z(k) (4.40)
with f(k) € CV (Le+1) for LTV equalizers, and
y(k) = Bl (K)2(k) + B (K)7° (k) = 1 (k)2 (k) (4.41)

with f; (k),f; (k) € CN+1) and f(k) € C?2N (1) for WLTV ones.

Bearing in mind eqgs. (4.38), (4.40) and (4.41), with straightforward ma-
nipulation of the equations in Sec. 4.3 and Sec. 4.4, one can obtain new ex-
pressions for all the considered equalizers.
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Giving as example the LTV-ZF synthesis, the problem (4.14) becomes
1 (k)HC () = ¢} (4.42)

where g = [e] o, 07 7 ...-,07, 1,]" € B-LatLe,

The system of linear equation in (4.42) is consistent (see [7]) if and only
if Cl,H"(k) [C(T{)HH(k)]_ed = eg, for all k € Z. 1If the matrix H(k)C) €
CN(Let1)x(@LatLe) s full-column rank, i.e., rank[H(k)C] = Q:L, + Le, for
all k € Z, it results that Cf,H" (k)[C{,H" (k)]~ =1, 7, for all k € Z, and,
then, the system in (4.42) turns out to be consistent independently of the equal-
ization delay d. In this case, the minimal norm solution of the system in (4.42)

is (see, e.g., [7]) given by

7 R P et I TR T
Fzr(k) = H(K)Cyp) [C(r)H (k)H(k)C(r)] y (4.43)

4.6 Simplified recursive symbol detection

The second stage of the proposed receiver processes the pseudo-symbols esti-
mates at the output of the first stage to recover the transmitted binary sequence
ax, with k > 0.

Based on (2.11), the generic gth pseudo-symbol in the interval ¢ € [kT, (k+
1)T] can be expressed as

sqh = so /™% [T/ PulOles (4.44)
(=1

from which one obtains

S0k polas(k)]
s(k) = e = 50 41/ ™% pl[a.s ® (4.45)
so-14 po-1fa, (&)
where pglas(k)] =TI e/ h1=PBy (D)]ar— with a(k) 2

lax—1,ak—2,...,ar—p41)" € {—1,1}171.
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It is clear from (4.44) that, in general, the pseudo-symbol s,, with
g €{0,1,...,0 — 1}, depends on the pseudo-symbol s¢ 7, and the last L — 1
symbols {ax_1,ax—2,...,ar—r+1}, as well as the symbol ay.

Let y(k) be the output of the equalizer, this suggests that one can use the
VA, albeit with colored noise, to extract an estimate d;_, of ay_, from each
entry of y(k) =~ s(k — d), for high signal-to-noise ratio (SNR), and give some-
how a weighted result (e.g. one can think to use a weighted mean based on
the energy of each Laurent pulse). Let h = m/p, with m,p € Z, in this case
the number of states to be considered in VA would be p2t~! if m is even,
otherwise p2F if mis odd; e.g. if L = 3 and & = 0.7, we could have 80 states.

In order to reduce the number of states, i.e., the complexity of the decision,
one can extract only the pseudo-symbol sq x4, as shown in Sec. 4.5. In this
case, note that (4.45) boils down to

S0k = Sok_1 €/ (4.46)

Looking at (4.46), it is clear that the pseudo-symbol sq x only depends on the
previous pseudo-symbol sox_1, as well as the symbol a;. Also in this case
one could use VA to extract an estimate d;_y of ay_y from the output of the
equalizer y(k) = s x—q, for high SNR. Let h = m/p, with m, p € Z, now the
amount of states to be considered would be p if m is even, otherwise 2p if m is
odd, with a significant complexity reduction.

Although more complicated strategies can be considered, we resort herein
to a simple CPM demodulator that exploits the recursive representation (4.46)
of the pseudo-symbols. Thus, we obtain an estimate dy_y of ax_g4 as

N 1 X

Qp—g = p— arg{y(k)y*(k—1)} 4.47)
Note that when 2 = 0.5 one has:

Sok = Sok_16"2% = jarsox_i (4.48)

from which it can be inferred that
d—a = S{y(k)y* (k—1)} (4.49)

The value d;_4 is finally compared to a threshold to obtain an hard estimate of
the transmitted symbol.
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4.7 FRESH implementation

The synthesis of the first stage of the receiver described in Sec. 4.3 and Sec. 4.4
has been carried out without assuming a particular model for the LTV channel.
In this section, instead, we exploit the parsimonious CE-BEM representation
[32, 5, 52] of the LTV channel, described in Chap. 3 to obtain an alternative
form of the receivers in the frequency domain, so-called FRESH representa-
tion.

The starting point is to express the discrete-time channel A (k, £) in (4.5) via
the CE-BEM as

On/2 on
h(k,0) =Y hy(€)e 74 (4.50)
g=—0n/2

with ¢ € {0,1,...,NL} and k € .#, where the set .# = {koN,koN +
I,....,koN+N—1,(ko+ 1)N,(ko+ 1)N+1,...,(ko+ K—1)N+N—1} is the
observation window of finite length K > 1 (expressed in symbols), with ky € Z,
Ly, is the channel length (expressed in symbols), P > KN, On = 2[ fonuPTe ]
and fp,.x denotes the Doppler spread of the channel. Hereafter, we assume
that:

(a-4.5) the coefficients {h, (¢ )}52@ 0,2 are perfectly known at the receiver,
Ve e {0,1,...,NLy}, since they can be estimated blindly (see [32, 75, 74, 77])
or by means of training sequences (see [56, 51]).

By employing (4.50), matrix H(k) in (4.11) and (4.24) can be written as

~ Qh/2 ~ .27
H(k)= Y He/?™ (4.51)
g=—0n/2
where
IN ON ON
—j%aN
i, 2 QN e P Iy | QN H, € VDNt (452)
Oy Oy e JFaLN],

with H, € CN(Let ) xN(Lat1) representing an upper-triangular block Toeplitz
Le

matrix, whose the first N rows are giVZ:n l?y Hog,Hig,...,Hp 4,0p,...,Onl,
where {H,}i, iy = hg(EN + iy — in)e/ 791, Viy, iy € {0,1,...,N — 1}.
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If we define R = P/N, then (4.51) can be equivalently rewritten as*

R—1

H(k) = Y o,¢/ 7P (4.53)
p=0
where
H,, 0<p<0On/2;
Hp = { Onrryanitar)s On/2+1<p<R=0Qn/2—1;  (454)
H, r, R—Qn/2<p<R-1.

It should be noted that (4.53) is the discrete Fourier series (DFS) expansion,
with period R, of the periodically time-varying (PTV) matrix ﬁ(k), with »
representing the DFS coefficients, with p € {0,1,...,R—1}.

Furthermore, substituting (4.53) and exploiting the DFS properties’, the
overall channel matrix (4.24) can be expressed as

R-1
H(k) = Y o,/ 7P (4.55)
p=0
It should be noted that (4.55) is the DFS expansion, with period R, of the PTV
matrix H(k), and the DFS coefficients 5, with p € {0,1,...,R — 1}, can be
expressed as

P e}fp ON(L3+1)><N(L21+1) (4.56)

P = e
ON(Lo+1)xN(Ly+1) H(_p)
As a consequence, all the proposed LTV and WLTYV equalizers turn out to be
also PTV with period R and, thus, they can be expressed by means of their
DFS representation over R points:

_ R-1_

F(k)= Y F,e/ 0 (4.57)
p=0
R—1 ax

F(k)=Y F,e/wr (4.58)
p=0

4In the sequel, for sake of simplicity, we assume that P/N is an even integer.
SLet X, = DFS [x(n)], ¥, = DFS [y(n)], and y(n) = x*(n), with x(n) and y(n) periodic se-
quences with period R, it can be shown that ¥}, = X(*—p)R'
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1
Ky
e IRk
7(k) . y(k)
P —»@—»
F

Figure 4.1: FRESH representation of the LTV-ZF equalizer.

where ﬁp and F), are, respectively, the DFS coefficients of F(k) and F(k). To
obtain more compact forms,, we define the following matrices:

w2 F]FT,... Fg T e CRV(L+1)x0 (4.59)

W2 FLF],... Fy |7 € C2RNUeA1)x0 (4.60)

collecting all the equalization parameters.
Substituting (4.57) in the input-output relationship (4.10) of the LTV
equalizers one obtains

R—1
~ 2 ~H
y(k) = Y Fle /%0 (k) =¥ [{ (k) @ 7(k)] 4.61)
p=0
where £ (k) 2 [1,e/%*,...,e % (R=DKT ¢ CR. That is, the LTV equalizer
can be regarded as a parallel bank of R LTI equalizers, each driven by a differ-
ent frequency-shifted version of Z(k) (see Fig. 4.1).



4.7. FRESH implementation 63

4.7.1 FRESH-LTV-ZF equalizer

By substituting (4.57) and (4.53), the ZF condition (4.14) can be rewritten as

~ R-1__ o H R=1_ Y
C'| Y H#,e/%P | | Y Fe/®7| =E, (4.62)
p=0 p=0

It can be noticed that the first term is the product of two periodic sequences

with period R. Considering again the properties’of DFS and that the DFS
of the product of two periodic sequences is the circular convolution of their
respective DFSs, eq. (4.62) can be expressed as

R-1[R-1 _ g _ o
Y | Y C'#, ) Fn| /7P =E, (4.63)
p=0 | m=0
Since identity (4.63) must hold for all kK € Z and E, is time-invariant, one
obtains
Rl ~—H - E,, for p =0;
Y C'o# ) Fn = (4.64)
m=0 O, +1)x0» forpe{1,2,...,R—1};
which, using (4.59) can be compactly rewritten as
~T~H ~
1 e}fcirclp =& (4.65)

where € 2 Iz ® C € RRNVLADXRQLAL) and the matrix Hee €
CRN(Le+1)xRN(Lat1) g hlock circulant (see [40]) whose (i+ 1, j+ 1) block, for
0<i,j<R-—1,is given by #;_j), € CNUEFINLatD e
Hy Hp o Hr K
N I Hy - sy I,

Hoire 2 (4.66)

Hry Hro - K Ho

whereas éad £ [EE, OQx(QLa+LC)7 N 7OQ><(QL3+LC)]T S BR(QL"‘—H‘C)XQ.
Under the same conditions reported in Sec. 4.3.1, the solution of (4.65) in
the minimal-norm sense is given by

~ —_— ~ /~T~H —~— ~\ —1
U, = Ho & (fg xcircjfcircfg) &, (4.67)
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4.7.2 FRESH-LTV-MMSE equalizer

The expression (4.33) can be interpreted as the solution of the following linear
system:
Rz (k)F (k) = Ry (k) (4.68)

Taking into account (4.20) and (4.53), it can be proven that Rz;(k) admits the
DFS expansion

R—1
Ry(k) = Y Bl 7Pk (4.69)
p=0

where the DFS coefficients {ﬂ[i[;] [’f;(l) can be interpreted as the cyclic corre-
lation matrices (CCMs, see [23]) of Z(k). By substituting (4.53), (4.57), and
(4.69), eq. (4.68) can be expressed as

R ire'¥ = ECR;, (4.70)
~ —~T —~—T —~T ~
where E 2 [3,,H,,....H, |7 € CRVNEADNLAD and 2. €

CRN(Le+1)xRN(Le+1) §g g block circulant matrix (see [40]) whose (i+1,j+1)
block, for 0 <i,j < R— 1, is given by @[i(ilﬂ)k] € CNLeA)xN(Letl) j o

al all . @l al
_ 21 29 ... 2
@circ = ‘ZZ :zz . :ZZ :ZZ . (471)
ZF @R gl gl

Solution of (4.70) is given by

~ 1

Privse = 2. ECR, (4.72)

4.7.3 FRESH-WLTV-ZF equalizer

Considering the synthesis of the LTV-ZF equalizer using the de-rotation ap-
proach, the expression of the equalizer (4.31) represents the solution, in the
minimal-norm sense, of the following linear system:

D'CTHY (k)F (k) = E4 (4.73)
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By substituting (4.58) and (4.55), the ZF condition (4.14) can be rewritten as

R

H
1 R-1
p'c’ ifpeﬂlgpk] [Z Fpejzlgpk] =E,4 4.74)

p

Following the same steps in Sec. 4.7.1 one obtains the linear system

T w=¢, (4.75)

circ

where € 2 Iz ® (CD) € RNVt D)XR(QLitLe) and the matrix e €
C2RN(Le+1)x2RN(Lot+1) §g block circulant (see [40]) whose (i + 1,/ + 1) block,
for 0 <i,j <R—1,is given by € ;_), € CNULF Nt e

Hy Hr - Ay A
Hge 2| T T T (4.76)
%R—l %R_z e}fl %0

Under the same conditions reported in Sec. 4.4.1, the solution of (4.75) in the
minimal-norm sense is given by

Wy = Hr€ (€T HHir®) 8. 4.77)

4.7.4 FRESH-WLTV-MMSE equalizer

To extend the derivation of the FRESH version of the WLTV-MMSE solution
one starts from the following linear system:

Ry, (k)F(k) =Ry (k) (4.78)

Taking into account (4.34), (4.35), and (4.55), it can be proven that R, (k) and
Ry (k) admit the DFS expansions

R—-1
Ry, (k) = Y. &Y} e/% (479)
p=0

R—1
Rys(k) = Y B eI (4.80)
p=0
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where {ﬂz[’;] R~ and {@E’;] R4 are, respectively, the DFS coefficients of
Ry, (k) and Ry(s).

Following the same steps of Sec. 4.7.2 we obtain from (4.78) the linear
system

%circlp :%vec (4.81)

where R, € C2RN(LA)X2RN(L+1) §g g block circulant matrix (see [40])

whose (i+ 1,7+ 1) block, for 0 < i,j < R— 1, is given by 2 ¢
CZN(LC+1)><2N(L3+1)

,1.e.,
A o N N
zy 23 . 2 »Y
R = | o ‘ ‘ (4.82)
A s R )

and R e. € CHRNLA)XQ s defined as

Rl
Ryec = ‘?Lls] (4.83)
@l
Finally, solution of (4.81) is given by
Prinsk = 2 Rec (4.84)

4.7.5 Complexity issues

All the FRESH implementations presented so far require inversion of large
matrices:

H —

o« G # Hp € € CROLAL)XR(OL+Le) [see (4.67)],

circ
o RBeire € CRNLADXRN(Let1) [see (4.72)],

o CTH#H ... € c CRCLAL)XR(QLitLe) [gee (4.77)],

circ

° @circ c CZRN(Le-‘rl)XZRN(Le-‘rl) [See (484)]
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However, it is possible to reduce the complexity of the synthesis. Reasoning
as in [79, 78], it can be shown that, due to the block circulant nature of such
matrices, a much simpler inversion can be carried out operating on the smaller
component blocks; moreover, the number of block inverses can be reduced by
exploiting the Hermitian symmetry of the overall matrix.

Moreover, low-complexity suboptimal implementations of the FRESH re-
ceivers can be obtained as in [79, 78] by truncating the DFS series of (4.57) and
(4.58) to Q. + 1 < R frequency shifts. The resulting FRESH implementation
consists of a bank of only Q. + 1 LTI equalizers instead of R ones.

Even though the complexity of FRESH implementation can be signifi-
cantly reduced by the above-mentioned approaches, the related synthesis still
requires a large number of matrix inversions. Thus, future investigations will
be focused on further reducing the complexity of the proposed equalizers, by
using iterative approaches.

4.8 Numerical results

In this section, Monte Carlo computer simulation results are presented to as-
sess the effectiveness of the proposed equalizers, that is, the LTV-ZF, LTV-
MMSE, WLTV-ZF, and WLTV-MMSE ones.

We consider two system configurations: the first employs a PCM/FM mod-
ulation format, largely used for the CNPC data-links of medium-to-large di-
mension UASs; the second one employs a GMSK modulation scheme, often
used on smaller unmanned vehicles (see Sec. 1.2). The performances of both
systems have been evaluated over two typical aeronautical doubly-selective
channel: the takeoff/landing (TL) scenario and the en-route scenario (ER) (see
Chap. 3), characterized by maximum delay spread values equal to 7 us and 33
us, respectively.

The oversampling factor is N = 8 for both the configurations, the channel
length is Ly, = 2 and Ly, = 8 for the TL and ER scenarios, respectively, the
equalizer length and delay are L. = L, + 1 and d = 0, respectively. Moreover,
we considered values of the Doppler spread roughly equal to 1.2 kHz and 3.5
kHz for the TL and ER scenarios, respectively.

The parameters of the oversampled BEM model are K = 1000 and P =
2KN = 16000, resulting in R = 2K = 2000, whereas O + 1 =25 and 71 for
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the TL and ER scenarios, respectively.

As a performance measure, we adopt the average (over 10 channel real-
izations) bit-error rate (ABER), which is reported as function of &, /Ny in dB;
it is worthwhile to note that for each channel realization we generated 10> bi-
nary symbols and hence evaluate the BER over a large number of Monte Carlo
trials. ABER performances of the proposed equalizers (LTV-ZF, LTV-MMSE,
WLTV-ZF, and WLTV-MMSE), synthesized assuming perfect knowledge of
the channel, are compared with those of LTI-ZF and LTI-MMSE, which are
obtained considering a time-averaged version of the same channel, in the same
BEM observation window (K symbols). As a reference, we evaluate by simula-
tion also the performances of the receiver implementing only the second-stage,
without performing any equalization (“w/o EQ” in the plots).

It should be noted that in most cased the BER values obtained by sim-
ulations will not be compliant with the typical requirements for aeronautical
telemetry link; this is due to the fact that we did not take into account the
effect of diversity and coding (which are always present in a real telemetry
link) and, moreover, we considered rather small values of &,/Ny (from 4 to
12 dB) in order to keep the number of Monte Carlo trials small. Our aim was
mainly to compare the performances between the different techniques, taking
as reference the LTI equalizer and the scheme without equalization.

4.8.1 PCM/FM configuration

First we consider a R, = 200 kb/s data link employing CPM-1REC (L = 1),
that is, PCM/FM or CPFSK, with 4 = 0.7. It is well known that for h # 1 /2 +k,
with k € Z, the one-sided CPM signal is asymptotically circular or proper (see
Chap. 2) and (4.25) cannot be used to synthesize the WLTV-ZF equalizer;
therefore, simulating performances of the WLTV-ZF equalizer in this configu-
ration would not make sense.

Fig. 4.2 reports the ABER values versus &, /Ny ranging from 4 to 12 dB
into the TL scenario. First we observe that, in this scenario, both LTV-ZF and
LTV-MMSE equalization strategies exhibit the same performances, wheraes
the LTI-ZF and LTI-MMSE equalizers fail completely due to ill-conditioning
of the time-averaged channel. Moreover, the proposed equalizers largely out-
perform the “w/o EQ” receiver, especially for moderate-to-high values of
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Takeoff/Landing scenario

—B—w/0 EQ @
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LTI-MMSE
—O—LTV-ZF
—A— LTV-MMSE
WLTV-MMSE S
10_2 T T 1 1 1 1 1 ¥
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
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Figure 4.2: Average BER versus energy contrast for PCM/FM configu-
ration into takeoff/landing (TL) scenario.

éb/No, where the performance gap of LTV equalizers approaches 2 dB over the
“w/o EQ”. Note that, since for 7 = 0.7 the CPM signal is circular or proper, the
WLTV-MMSE equalizer exactly converges to its LTV counterpart, exhibiting
therefore the same performances.

In Fig. 4.3, we consider the ER scenario, which is characterized by higher
delay and Doppler spread values. Also in this case the proposed equalizers
significantly outperform the “w/o EQ” receiver and their LTI counterparts.
However, it can be observed that, in this more challenging scenario, the LT V-
MMSE equalizer exhibits better performances than the LTV-ZF one. In partic-
ular, the advantage of the MMSE approach is apparent in this case, since the
LTV-ZF equalizer performs comparably to the LTI-MMSE one. Also in this
case it can be noted that, due to the circular properties of the CPM signal for
h=0.7, the WLTV-MMSE equalizer converges to the LTV-MMSE, exhibiting
the same performances.

By comparing results of Fig. 4.2 and Fig. 4.3, it can be observed that
the LTV-MMSE or WLTV-MMSE equalizers always provide the best perfor-
mances; in general, when the modulation index & # 1/2+k, with k € Z, i.e.,
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En-route scenario
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Figure 4.3: Average BER versus energy contrast for PCM/FM configu-
ration into en-route (ER) scenario.

when the CPM signal does not exhibit noncircular or improper features, the
LTV-MMSE should be used because it has a lower complexity than its WLTV
counterpart.

4.8.2 GMSK configuration

In the second configuration, we consider a 200 kb/s data link employing a bi-
nary full-response (L = 1) GMSK modulation format with 2= 0.5. In this case,
the CPM signal exhibits noncircular or improper cyclic features (see Chap. 2),
therefore, one can resort to the WLTV equalizers to obtain better performances
(see Sec. 4.4).

Fig. 4.4 reports the ABER values versus &, /Ny ranging from 4 to 12 dB
for the TL scenario. First, we observe that, in this scenario, the WLTV-ZF and
WLTV-MMSE equalization strategies exhibit the same performances, and the
same roughly happens for the LTV-ZF and LTV-MMSE ones. Once again, the
LTI-ZF and LTI-MMSE equalizers completely fail due to ill-conditioning of
the time-averaged channel. Moreover, the proposed equalizers largely outper-
form the “w/o EQ” receiver, especially for moderate-to-high values of &}, /Ny,
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Figure 4.4: Average BER versus energy contrast for GMSK configuration
into takeoff/landing (TL) scenario.

where the performance gap of LTV equalizers approaches 2 dB over the “w/o
EQ”, whereas the performance gap between WLTV equalizers and “w/o EQ”
approaches reaches almost 4 dB. Note that, by exploiting the noncircular or
improper features of the CPM signal, the WLTV equalizers always gain about
2 dB with respect to their LTV counterparts.

In Fig. 4.5, we consider the ER scenario, which is characterized by higher
delay and Doppler spread values. Also in this case the proposed equalizers sig-
nificantly outperform the “w/o EQ” receiver and their LTI counterparts. Once
again, in this scenario, the MMSE versions of both the LTV and WLTV equal-
izers exhibit better performances than the LT V-ZF.

By comparing results of Fig. 4.4 and Fig. 4.5, it can be observed that
the WLTV-MMSE equalizer always provides the best performance in both
the TL and ER scenarios. We can conclude that, when the modulation index
h=1/2+k, with k € Z, using widely-linear signal processing always provide
better performances when compared with linear approaches.
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En-route scenario
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Figure 4.5: Average BER versus energy contrast for GMSK configuration
into en-route (ER) scenario.



Conclusions

ommunication systems are one of the fundamental milestones of the
C aeronautical environment, as well as one of its biggest challenges. De-
spite the constant growing of applications requiring high communication per-
formances, the aviation context is reluctant to move toward new technologies.
Common communication strategies (e.g., PCM/FM and GMSK) are not suit-
able to transmit at very high data rates over time- and/or frequency-dispersive
air-ground channels, therefore, new requirements have to be fulfilled by an
incremental approach, that is, by updating some parts of the legacy systems.

In this thesis, after introducing some open problems in aeronautical com-
munications, we focused on signal and channel modeling and receiver synthe-
sis for aeronautical communication data-links employing CPM modulations
over doubly-selective wireless communication channels.

In particular, second-order statistical characterization of the pseudo-
symbols arising from Laurent representation of CPM signals has been given,
showing that some mathematical inconsistencies can be overcome by adopting
a one-sided signal model.

As to channel modeling, the BEM model has been applied to typical aero-
nautical communication channels, and computer simulation results have shown
that it gives a very good representation for all of the considered environment
scenarios.

Dealing with receiver synthesis, we proposed efficient and low-complexity
time-varying equalizers that exploit the CPM signal features, in order to com-
pensate for the effects produced by rapidly time-varying aeronautical channels.
In particular, LTV-ZF, MMSE-LTV, WLTV-ZF, and WLTV-MMSE receiver
structures for CPM signals operating over doubly-selective channels have been
proposed. Moreover, by using the BEM model, we have been able to obtain a

73
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FRESH version for all of the proposed equalizers, that is, all of the equalizers
can be described as a filter-bank composed by time-invariant equalizers.

With regard to computational complexity, we proposed a low-complexity
approach to extract the information bearing symbols from pseudo-symbols;
furthermore, the FRESH equalizers have been implemented by using well
known methods that exploit the block circulant structure of the matrices in-
volved .

The performances of the proposed equalizers have been assessed by com-
puter simulations in two commonly used modulation strategies (PCM/FM
and GMSK) operating over two challenging environments: takeoff/landing
scenario and en-route scenario. The simulation results showed that time-
varying equalization always provides better performances if compared with
time-invariant strategies. Furthermore, the gap becomes huge when noncircu-
lar or improper features of the CPM signal are exploited for processing.

Although we noticed that the amount of time-invariant equalizers involved
in FRESH equalization can be simply reduced by truncating the DFS series,
the synthesis process needs anyway a large number of matrix inversions. Thus,
future developments will be focused on further reducing complexity of the syn-
thesis using iterative approaches. Furthermore, all of the proposed equalizers
have been synthesized assuming perfect knowledge of the channel; future re-
search will be aimed at estimating the BEM channel parameters from data in
order to validate the proposed approaches in a real context.
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