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Introduction

To asso@te populism with the new radical right political movements is an accepted habit
in Europe. However, a new concern is related to the fact that this latgabalisation form
of populism is no longer confined to a sort of small voting district of thadhat groups. As a

matter of fact, the populist’s dissatisfac:
disordered internationalisation e.g. uncontrolled mass migration, absence of delimited
nationd borders- is reaching to largeegments ofhe middle class electorate. That being said,

it would be the best option to relate the trend of-pepulism with an open, nespecific

appeal to protest citizens, to thecsadledModernisierungsverlierér, or people who have lost

out in the modernisain process.

The purpose of this research is to offer a contribution to the study of the growth-of anti
establishment political groups in the UK, specifically, the United Kingdom Independence
Party (henceforth UKIP), a typically perceived righitg political movement whose main
belief is the separation of the UK from the European Union. Founded in 1991 by Alan Sked as
an antiEU singleissue party and as an organisation for disgruntled Conservatives, the party
has become controversial lately due to anease in popularity against mainstream politics,
and a larg amount of media attentig@iven to its leader Nigel Farage.

The present dissertation is divided into

dedicated to a specific aspect concerniagiamal populism and the discursive construction of

1https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-531-:924960_5
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UKI P"s communication, m aits loriggst leadet Farage. Therfidte r
chapter presents a theoretical approach, gwoaiitical in the first instance and linguistic
afterwards, through a critical literature review in order to settle a methodological framework.
The second section consistdé a report concerning Brexit, Euroscepticism and societal
changes associated to the phenomenon, with a literature review orientated in this connection.

The third chapter will discushe theoretical framework and methodology, anchored on a
completely quatative interpretation and presenting how the case study was conducted, as
well as the rationale behind it. The methodology section is focused on a Critical Discourse
Analysis approach and its interdisciplinarity. Critical Discourse Analysis (henceforit),CD
especially designed to investigate the construction of political conflict in times of crisis,
(Wodak et al. 1999, 2009; Van Dijk, 2001; Cap 2013 and the proximization theory) has been
adopted to deconstruct UKIP lexical representation of the rivabagn the battlefield, the
British people against the European Union. Moreover, discourse in this context combines
varied patterns including approaches from sociology, political sciences, linguistic and classic
rhetoric for a kind of analysis approachibgxts as part of a social interaction process
(Fairclogh 1989: 24). CDA focuses danguage as a social practice in the framework of
social, cultural and political perspectives, thus emphasizing the great importance of the
connection between textudtigcture in a social context and society.

A fourth brief sectiondeals with the genres that were selected for analysis, the way the
whole corpus is organised, its composition and the time span under investigation according to
the explanatory tdés reported. The fifth section explores the texts and debates the findings in
order to answer the research questions and verify the hypotheses. Therefore, the elements of
the analysis under scrutiny consist of constructive strategies (the linguisticsa®aehich
aut hori sewegr oaipthiocsa Britohsand al ienlhéeée’ theolps
groups ); continuation and justification strategies (economic migrants are viewed as a danger

to the national security); forms of positive spiesntation coming



upon through manifestos, public speeches and the British press (mainly tabloids), and multiple
forms of negative othgsresentation (e.g: the EU, Muslim migrants).

The sixth and last chapter shows to what extent Farage and UKIP descoulsl be
defined as a discourse of uncertainty, ey@wing anxiety and wefl udged * mi | d r
featuring a heavy SelOther distinction and organised techniques of Othering. The
construction relies on discursively created threat and fear genedsioces, investigated
thanks to the graft of the proximization theory approach and in order to detect how and when

natpopulist language performs a coercive function.



Chapter 1

Populism: in search of a @finition

1.1 Commonlyk nown Features about the Term fAPopul

As explained in the introduction of this work, the earlier marginal wghty populist
UKIP has turned out to be the fastest growing political party in the country (Arak, 28)13:
Therefore, the political group is not an overnight success anymore: people are disappointed by
the conventional party policies, their incapacity to put a limit on immigration and to protect
the disappearance of British identity. This support conws the popular sectors of that part
of the society made of those left behind, whose life is marked by labour and strive to make
ends meet, those who are exploited by the establishment, the unexamined elites and even by

organizations such as the partesande “ of fi ci al” trade unions

have the stereotypical contraposition between‘their e peopl e ver sus

whi ch argues that pol it ivadosté géhémllfd ththee are og

(Mudde, 2004544).

From a historical point of view, the fight for the political narrative has for long
concentrated competition in the hands of the two main parties. Nevertheless, in this new
multipolar sociep o | i t i c al per specti ve, ndgaliee cdneotaton.“ p o [
This reveals to be quite surprising considering the fact the term originates from the Latin word

populus”, a simple reference to people. A



commonly retained to address the emotional rathear the rational side of our minds, with

the second considering fachecking and the search for a compromise.

1.2 Euroscepticism

From the point of view of a populist/eurosceptic politician, Europe is seen as a bureaucratic
system that encourages econo mismanagement with no prospect of ldagnm viability.
That means the sooner the wealthy nations get out of the EU, the sooner the whole system
crumbles, and the better that will be for everyone. According to the results obtained in the
Brexit referendm, British people have held to be true that getting out of the EU could be the
first step on the path to national renewal.

Significant would be a distinction between two types of Eurosceptjordmt Szczerlak
& Taggart (2000: 7 Burodcepticiem, it otder todinda defimitionthas o f t
works in twenty-eight national contexts. In the light of the abo8eft Euroscepticism can
only be said to exist in a significant way where a party employs the rhetoric of disagreement
over the Europearssue as part of a broader political repertoire, but this is not the type of
scepticism of interest for this case study. On the other hand, if we want to delineate the
concept of “hard” Euroscepticism, i ttothean be
EU and European integration, and therefore it can be observed in political movements
according to whichiheir countries should retire their membership, or whose policies towards
the EU are equivalent to being opposed to the whole project of Euraptegration as it is
currently conceived (Ultan & Ornek 2015: 50).

There are two simplified methods of deter
The first way is to check if a party could be defined as a singleEutissue. We presume
that a party would entirely be ready for action against the EU if it were hostile to it on

principle. The second way is to ask whether the opposition to the EU is framed in language
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that underlines the supranational is too capitalist/socialist/nealibereaucratic; whether it
depends on ideological stance (communist/conservative/socialist/populist); and whether it
demands an indispensable renovation in order to call into question their country as an EU

member, defined as unsuitable with the existiogrse of the European project.

1.2.1 Euroscepticism Against the Integration Process

The voters for Brexit were motivated by a series of reasons, among them concerns that
echo across the European mainland: imaginative desires about the nationaheeses; with
multiculturalism and changing social norms regarding gender equality and the LGBT dispute;

and vague beliefs that a return to nati o
integration(not all populist movements anyway). Not to mentiaithin that, the regional
discrepanies in peoples empl oy ment and wages, as they
against the ‘metropolitan elite’. These in
policies, their failure to block immigration areserve from the disintegration of national

unity and British identity. In other words, it seems to be a questibloodlandsoil.

Among the features of a Eurosceptic Party it is considerable to put into the foreground

some of them which will have ingptant consequences for the European Union itself.

The first element is the dispute between False vs. True Europe%\rﬁ%mm this point of

view, the idea that a centralized authority, in our case the Political Union, is necessary for free
trade and iseen by mainstream parties as mere reverie, and false Europeanism, fosdhe rea

that the European Union carirstand, in the name of Europe, independent States not inclined

to submitto Brussels. The second issueunsler r ut i ny i n t hi si zpaatriaognr' a

According to this definition, it has alwapsen Britain that came to the aid of Europe to

2https://mises.org/library/europeanunion-anti-european
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interrupt up the pwer of empires on the continent in recent history. The question for
Eurosceptic supporters was whether the UK would have played its historical role on June the
23rd against the imperialistic European Union. The answer is yes, but only on paper for the
moment. The hird and last element worth mentioning isthenking the UK following a Post
European scenario. What comes out in those first Brexit phases is that stricter entry rules will
likely be applied to incomerdhat means Britain is intent ipuilding up bariers to lower

skilled migrants while simplifying prerequisite for higkilled arrivals from outside the EU.
Indeed, this will provoke consequences hitting Eastern European migrants in particular, while

encouraging North Americans citizens to work in &@rit

1.3 Ethnic Pluralism

«As far as the English are concerned, al |
one word—f or ei gner s ». This sarcastimTheqgxehnhaphodb
guidetothe English (199 9) ¢ onglpaint for @ key th the irderpeetation of cross
cultural feature of ethnicist and nationalist patterns of perception of others. Usually,
‘“mudsl ingers’ define a Euroscept i-polticggr ogr
establishment populism, with a quéstreturn to the status quo ante (including the importance
to preserve the priority of national identity), and welfare chauvinist racism and xenophobia. In
other words, these forms of political protest conadimos rather thardemogAlbertazzi &
McDonrel, 2008: 16). SdNouvelle Droites to replace the old, biologically based concept of
racism with tphleurcadnd sonf ‘tdétalhnaontri becaledes t c

‘“new racism’ (Barker, 1981) or cul tural r a

Ethnopluralism is a new right European opinion on multiculturalism: the progressive
notion of difference is the point of departure on which ghdosophyof multiculturalism,

based on the assumption that migrants should preserve their right to pragiisaseind
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traditions of their home countries, should be replaced in favour of a more reasonable
‘“ethnopluralism’ attitude in order “to pre
peoples, they have to be k enme¢thesnetipnasimcongast” ( F
with left multiculturalism: it refers to the necessity to safeguard the right to cultural
differences, highlighting the fact that the mixing of diverse ethnicities leads to cultural
extinction. Extremeight populist partiesre frequently able to convey xenophobic and racist
public opinions without being branded as raciblsweveropposed to the traditional idea of
racism, the dogma of ethnopluralism is not hierarchical, since different ethnicities are not
necessalry consideed as superior or inferior to each other, only distinct and incompatible.
The concept of ethnopluralism declares that in order to protect the unique national characters
of different peoples, they have to be kept separated.

Certainly, the debate is thdtet electorate is xenophobe, not the politicians, or the political
and media communication they create. Established parties notice their voters being fascinated
by radicals and populist faight, which profitably encourage the concerns and uncertainty of

honest workingclass for political advantage. Philomena Essed has currently investigated this

notion of *“e r?‘,tcbntsidtir&g nmeactions adepted Isymdliticians and media that

are distinctly abusive and/or discrediting of minorities, but aretigxi@gitimized by right to
“freedom of speech” and the necessity of pl
parties exploit four specific arguments: 1) immigrants represent a threat to thenatiomal

identity, 2) immigrants constitute oné the causes for criminality or other kinds of social
insecurity; 3) immigrants are a reason of unemployment; and 4) immigrants are nothing but
profiteers who take advantage of a compassionate Welfare in Western democracies. This new
form of racism descrdd by Taguieff forexampleas “ di fferential i st r &

aforementioned cultural racism introduced by Wieviorka), underlines the irreconcilable

3 Entitlement Racism: A Public lecture with Professor Philomena Essed & Professor Marttigr,Rm
the CBS PHPlatform's cluster on Diversity and Differences, 19/04/2016.

11



differences between ethnic groups culturally defined, which are in turn delineated in cultural
terms without reference t o exigisthatihddisgoursea c i &
on insecurity and national identity is functional for the ethnicization and racialization of social
conflict. However, it would appear the language of UKIP is a language of both power and
diversity, of hybridization between nat@d i st and populist ideas,

reactionary force” (Goodwin & Milazzo, 2015

1.4 Populism: a Contemporary Overview

It is by now confirmed that in a fair number of political cultures and languages the
definition aihgs Witlp aselt hepasiven "rathds than positive implications
(Canovan, 2005; Andersson, 2009 site the fact the history of the wokscending from
t he L atpopulushotumat i s the people, communicat e
connotation. In 198, Wiles maintained the term was more proper to be defined as a syndrome
and not a simple doctrine, in other words a response to different political groups and beliefs
rather than an ideological baseline per se. Furthermore, the difficult task of datgrmiat
populism is has in part something to do with the fact this word has been employed for the
definition of political leaders, groups, ideologies, movements throughout a multitude of
ideological and historical backgrounds. As Arter expressed in 2@, (# is possible to

notice a gener al agreement in the compar a
chameleonic, culturbound and contexd e pendent ” . For what conc
1980s there has been the existence of a growingictestralternative populism taking aim at
immigration and national border controls (Mudde, 2007).

However, the academic knowledge on populism is noticeably scarce and many scholars

have surrendered on the possibility of employing the word in any sigmifroanner. For

example, in the European circumstances the term has been applied to poriraynagration
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and antEU parties like the French National Front (FN), the Austrian Freedom Party (FPO)
or, indeed, the United Kingdom Independence Party IR)KPart of the terminological
di sorientation stems from the fact that pec¢
recognize themselves as such. The term is alternatively attributed by others, most often as a
precisely negative label. Moreovehe definition of populism is adopted with negative
connotations in the European media to indicate such different events as a grassroots
organisation, a careless economic plan, or a deceitful form of politics. Thus, populism adheres
to the rabusdemedt hteer ms in the soci al sci
interpretation. When talking about migration or refugees, for example, European populists
reply witha common sense apology of the native people opposite to a demeaigeduput
that isto say immigrants. Crime and terrorism would be supplementary cases of how the
populist politics of emotions opposes the establishment politics of facts.

For a long period of time, rigiwing fanaticism and populism were marginal phenomena
of not more thn 10% of the voters, but they have now moved from symptoms to alternatives
and what is more, even in cases where it has been far isolated from actual power, have
succeeded in influencing the political agenda resolutely, as the UKIP revealed during the
Brexit vote.

An increasing number of righwing parties now jointly use the same design and contribute
to a critique of the corrupt elite and praise of the ordinary people that constitute the nation.
For instance, populist organisatgthroughout Europe havec onomi sed t o an *
of nationalism clearly evident in their mot
country back?”. It should not be considere
populism is absorbed by a variety pdlitical groups wanting to use a disruptive rhetoric.
Their diffusion, lowever, has been made caused by a stagnant economincasdant
migration emergency, but also by the capacity of populists to cultivate captivating strategies

adequate to agkving large support. Consequently, we should maintain populism is the direct

13



result of globalisation and its undesired repercussions: outsourcing of contract work, ruthless
automation, unemployment and stagnant midttss wages.

It is important tostres, anyway, the fact that it tso0 common miscongéion to portray
populist votes as simple losers of the modernisation process with an erroneous feeling of
blame ascription. In fact, reasons alluding to austerity and salary distribution maynexpl
animosity and discontent, but they need to be counterbalanced with the key function of
ideology and an investigation of the desire of populist leaders to achieve power and modify
social reality. This perspective implies that populist parties are naleiaftermaths of
socioeconomic transformations, but they actively create their future.

A real interesting note to point out when discussing populism is its message, which in part
resonates for it is based on the democratic assurance of honouring thietlvél people. That
is why the antiestablishment message generates positive sentiments. Furthermore, a growing
number of voters is disappointed with the system of capitalism and liberal democracy and has
validated concerns such as social injustice, retagn, uncontrolled migration, political
distrust. This scenario pavéhe way to populists who take the chance to present themselves

as the spokespersons for those left behind by thenpodérn economy, and call for a direct

legitimation from their conret i on wi t h t he sovereign pec
moral storytelling in which the pure and the corrupt fight against each other. This moralistic
idea of politics is extremely negative towards elites, who are defined morally inferior, and
generos in relation to respectable common citizens. Besides thiseldigt attitude, their

nativist conservatism implies a renationalisation of politics which disputes the project of a
European political union. By adopting nationalist claims as leverageligtsphave acquired

support in different European nations, also because of an intrinsic crisis being externally fed,

that is to say by the menace of Salafi jjhadism and astamflood of migrants and refugees.

14



1.5 The Elite vs. The People

According to the recent political results in the Western World, it seems that modern
establishment i s aff ect e dpedplgsprafouhddisstisfattionc a | n
with ruling elites represents fruitful ground for populism coming to light. Populism tes
try to install democracyin people and in a manner they are challenging contemporary
representative democracy in western societies. Some scholars relate the emergence of
populism with the signal that some democratic regimes are not working correctys ahi
sign of alert about deficiencies, limits and vulnerability of a representative system. Meny and
Surel (Meny & Surel, 2002, Ch.2), among the political factors which have an impact on this
phenomenon, mention: the crisis of the structures for what amneguolitical intermediation;

the “customisation o f ole oflmediaiincpalitical ff@Ameng a n d
the el ements that <cont r i bmdantomnthe ieakenifgingarty St at
membership as first consequence, latkinterest and suspicion in politics and politicians,
raising number of uncommitted and let down voters ready to radical alternatives ( for
example, extreme rigigar t i es) , have to be considered
di sease’” . O rome king of mexdia in rthés rsijuation sare no help, for the way in
which they present facts and opinions generates even morpoétital atmosphere and
encourages to popularization of populism parties (Albertazzi & McDonnell, 2008: 1). Those
parties assumthat a traditional intermediary institution should be removed and replaced by a
direct connection between government and electorate (De2B@8; 50). Not surprisingly,

the doubt has beenstilled that populism arises in crisis of intermediate ingiins, when
ordinary citizens are compelled to adapt to a severe new situation where unemployment,
weakness, uncertainty are everyday reality, and where identity crisis and social exclusion are
spreading (Gilly, 2005: 38). Probably, some countries werstilbrare giving rise to the
feelings of insecurity, fear and desolateomong Europeans. This situatiobas beemxploited

15



by populist parties which pledge popular desires of security and predictability (Betz, 2008).

Populism may emerge because anf outof-balance state between two factors: liberal
constitutionalism and democratic majoritarianism, between an idea that law should be inferred
as a supreme authority and a concept of will of majority as primary cause of legitimization.
Albertazzi andMc Donnel | observe that populists per
who give voice to true popular opinions, to complaints regularly neglected by authorities and
they struggle to reclaim people sovereignty from elites in power (Albertazzi & McDonnell,
2008, p. 4). In addition, they realise the vision of new rights along with guarantees and
liberties which will be introduced once gained enough power in the Parliament to legislate
(Mudde, 2007: 279). For this purpose, populists are aiming at speciel vatgrs and, as a
consequence, need to adopt a specific language, simple and direct. This way, they highlight
the discrepancy betweenetn and bureaucratic politiciafjargon, which can hardly be
understood by ordinary people.

Their typical voters areaually identified as people feeling social and political alienation,
who do not belong to anything related to culture, religion or professional organizations,
people who have difficulty in finding their proper place in capitalistic,-paBistrial reality
thesecal | ed “l1 osers of globalization” (Pasqui
possible to notice in populist discourse t
united peoplethat is a country or nation in opposition to pmrs and parties intent to
di vi si oeoplec‘oaunnrt™r posed to the "others” who
immigrants) andordinary people who are lined up against an extremelympetent,
cosmopolitarelite. There are twgroups that have beehi st i ngui shed as po|
the “top” el ites, and “bottom” i mmi grant s,

unity of a community.
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However, these hybrid parties/movements do not want to abolish democratic system as one

would think They want, in factio reinstate and improve it in a way that willestablish the
main principle of its existence- direct sovereignty. pal century populism has been

challenging established structures of power, elites and their out of touch values.clilsis
accentuate the role of people in a political decisi@king process. According to this point of
view, those in charge deceived people trust by nurturing their own interests and objectives,
ignoring the original intention for what they were et and who they are supgaksto
represent. These days, people seem not to be interested in politics. Therefore, they are willing
to find a charismatic head who “knows”™ the
populist leader is perceived as a mardestiny, antpolitical, who can supply simple, clear
solutions to problems experienced by ordinary citizens (Albertazzi & McDonnell, 2008: 5,
25). This |l eader is connected to the figur e
“a culetadetr "aahd is wusually portrayed as ma
Rovira Kaltmwasser 2017: 63).

Thereis an emphasjghereforeon the audaty to take difficult decisionsvhich depends
on anttintellectualism and it is often accomplished by strs si ng a stereoty
virility, the use of simple and straB8ghtfo
Moreover, basic law on individual and civil rights, confidence in conspiracy theories, sharing
some themes recalling communism dasicism, and above all else foreign policy grounded
on isolationism can be seen identified as a threat for democracy maintenance (Held, 11996: 63
65). Usually, it is a further sign that association between citizens and government is not
operating in the pmer way and as a result, sufficient space is created to populist
entrepreneurs (Akkerman, 2003: 1588). It has been argued that this prospective beneficial
effect can be detected as functional for a healthy democracy because it compels elites to open

doas to party competition and expand their political agenda (Akkerman, 200315856

Nonetheless, one can presume that populist parties will cease to exist once the task is
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compl et edr,aifoonrf tde@stampgpear . Act uaflrighypopulistn t h ¢
parties, reality appears different. Those natigrggdulist movements started to play a regular

role in the political debate, thus attracting a broader electorate than mainstream parties
(Decker, 2003: 49)Their political agenda has be@eveloped trying to get the balance right
between limiting their plans and becoming accepted by the established system, or remaining
extreme and dealing with restrictions and isolation, however strengtheningcdrard

members

1.6 The Politics of FearForm i Contenti Renationalisation
It is important not to overlook that righting parties are not only connected to form, but
also to content. In their speech, there is usually a perpetual fear depending on numerous real

or made up) perils. They do iadt supply the scapegoats accused of damaging their societies:

economic migrants and the EU. That is why
our border ” . This politics of fear accordi
audiences whal o n ’ t have much information to vote
rati onal di scussions don’t find a space” (

populist leader is portrayed as a sort of a frontman recallinegcplbyre: really charimatic,
apparently down to earth, connected to people and the new media system (e.g Twitter). He is,
in addition, contextlependent: there is a specific selection of meeting places, attention to the
clothes they wear even if Farage cannot be identified ascross dresser like the Italian
Matteo Salvini or Beppe Grillo; an accurate selection of accompanying performers on stage
intro musi c, ranging from Europe’s “The F

(examples related te EFampgaegsn”“ FJawrNo to Eu

1.7 The Language of Populism
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In linguistics, populism has not been as exhaustively studied as in social sciences. Even so,
discourse analysis can grant productive understanding into the communicative techniques and
operations usd by politicians and parties (see Wodak 2013, 2015). Some interesting features
related to specific linguistic methods, in particular figurative language, personal pronouns and
prosodic marking, are employed in populist discourse amid disparate comnamitygies
such as public speeches or interviews, with the purpose of conceiving a persuasive portrait of
fear.

I n the first pl ace there i s the idea of
community, introducing the anachronistic image of the nasisn a “body” . Thi s
argumentgoes, has to be both +established and preserved against negative entities both

internal (establishment, opposition groups) and external (economic migrants). The inland or

“heartl ands a | ampggmersnprofeds ¢orfightofér are allegeddy urder

menace from numerous outsiders, l eadi ng am

immigrants and refugeé$Wodak, 2015).

Furthermore, it is presumed that populism is increasing, both in theichetqoliticians
and in their media depiction, and this can be explainedhbygrowing antimmigration
attitude among voters (Kriesi et al., 2006). In this view, populism is arestatblishment and
anti-political image, where the elite is said to disrelgdre homeland and its purity, let alone
the worries of the people. Others define digma as a more clever rhetoridesigned to tap
feelings ofressentimenand exploit them politically (Betz, 2002: 198), policies that are
acutely (ethngnationalistic,anttEuropean amalgamation, often tyrannical, xenophobic and
usually focused on the noticeable examples of globalization and immigration (Kitschelt, 1997;
Rydgren, 2005). Such policies, in a certain way, epitomise and legitimise dynamics of

inclusion ancexclusion.

4http://[theconversation.com/rigitting-populismis-surgingon-both-sidesof-the-atlantichereswhy-47876
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Given thatt he | abel “populist’ is frequently
accepted or welcomed by those thus named, the issue with populism is that one is usually
dependent on its definition in the media. We could however observe a common wish to
restrict the law of immigrants in rightiing populist speeches throughout Europe (Ennser,

2012). As these requests are for the most part expressed employing a popular democratic

equal grammar through a mention to tthee si g

they, in turn, will be discredited and condemned as populists. Thus, populism arises as an
empty signifierpar excellenceand as a consequence a ship capable of containing a surplus of
heterogeneous connotations, turning into the synecdochanobmmipresent eviland
associated with all its conceivable manifestations: absurdity, demagogy, viciousness,
dishonesty, destruction, and irrationalism (Stavrakakis, 2014: 510). In relation to this theory,
it has been argued that populists use hidden pregidicstir up fearfear of being deprived

off obs, fear of “foreigners” and their cult
gender positions, fear of being left behind.

Basically, rightwing populism prospers by imagining and attenyptio create existential
fights between “the peopl sihg popllisth #ourighéd by e ”

injecting anxiety on numerous tangible or magbe dangers, and especially by blaming

specific communities or groups for frightening or redilya r mi n g our soci
various available political orientations count on attacking different groups to a certain degree,
right-wing populists adopt this strategy in a precise and bold way. As a matter of fact, they
usually captivate voters by breakhg t aboos, giving voice to *
movements claim to speak for “the peopl e”,
turn, appreciate not being treated with arrogance. Similarly to what mainstream politicians do
to a cerain extent, they provide oversimplified answers for complicated problems with clear

rebellious quotations, and profitably focus on different groups with tailored programmes to

fulfil everybody’' s demands.
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On the first level, populism originates from thdegral polysemy which indicates the
category of the people in contemporary European languages. The term people refers to the
entirety of a determined political community, to citizenship as a homogeheolyspolitic
(hence the copiousferences tahe American Constitutios® We , t he peopl e” )
“the poor, the disinherited, and the excl uc
it refers to the losers alienated from political life, left out from the dignity of political rights
and economic congmsation. However, it is fundamental to point out the populist style has
nothing to do with the idea of unimportant or summary, but is actually necessary to
comprehend populism s stance in modern pol
eclecticinclination. That of populism is an essentially performative political style in which the
leader is identified athe performer the people athe audiencgecrisis and mass media e
stagewhereuporpopulism enactgMoffitt, 2016).

However, the lingist is not a sociologist or a political scientist, but he/she has the
opportunity to take a look at the way words are employed, in order to contextualise the use of
vocabulary with the purpose of obtaining all the information available for a proper
interpretation. Shapiro indicates an interesting viewpoint when illustrating the distinction

bet ween | anguage and discour se: poststruc:
rather than language because the concept of discourse implies a concere migating and
value producing practises in language rather than simply the relationship between utterances
and their referents” (Shapiro 1989: 14).
Discourse analysis concentrates specifically on the manner in which diverse kinds of social
processes arerpr esent ed as being features of a c¢h:
manner political parties plan to build up their consensus against this phenomenon. As a matter
of fact, UKIP reproduces several central parts of the traditional globalizasooudse. The

natpopulist party indeed uses as resource the same list of words about globalization in a way

that presents the European Union in quite a distinct light. In addition, politics on the negatives
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of migration has been a consequential rélésocharm in recent years, and linking that stance
with a refined debate about gl obalization’
bench.

There hasbeen a need from UKIP, at a certain point, to surpass the appearance of
regressive isolationisngspecially for the purpose to take distance from the extrgght
British National Party. This interpretation believes in their adoption of the usual rhetorical
strategy with the purpose of employing this type of discourse to communicate modernity and
to limit disagreeing voices. In other words, this modern times theory is a statement that
globalisation is a new though radical fracture from the political economy of a time gone by,
depicted as a new world where traditional models of life and governingtda@metrieved.

UKI P's peculiar discourse of Europe and g
presenting the Eurosceptic purpose as the appropriate concern oft@daip, scrupulous
party. This characteristic appeal to globalisation cdntdized as a question of common
sense, which is weknown with the party, can be understood with the fact UKIP has tried to
reorganise the debate on Europe in a way that its withdrawal orientation is no longer
associated with an old aggressive natiomalidn sum, the plea of globalisation can be
interpreted as a crux attempt to texture a distinctly modern additional twist according to
Fairclough’s terms (Ford, 2015: 35).

A distinctive trait concerningopuliststylei s t he wuse of ‘' hbaget,|l v e
tabloid-st yl e | anguage’ (Mazzol eni et al ., 200 :
(Betz & Immerfall, 1998: 2). However, despite the fact populists are hesitant about politics,
with the country defined in desperate situation they accentuate a feélamyte political
pressure. Their style is considered as straightforward, highlighting determination and
attacking others for their purported ss#tisfaction. In addition, the populist style is marked
by its antagonism to the existing order and its @atoa with the common people, whose
language they employ to reject the elitist complex language of representative politics (Mudde,

2007: 88).
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Moreover, this straightforward style turns into a frequent charatite in party
propaganda, whodeey messag results into amantiestablishmenstance and discourse of
exclusion. The supposed ascent is said to be spot in the media, particularly in popular press
and certain kinds of talkhows, fascinated by the frank style and the policies claiming to the
turning back tothe statusjuo ante. Moreover, straightforward style and -antnigration
rhetoric are considered as typical characteristic of ghg parties.

Rhetoric is a potent instrument employed by populist activists. Populist rhetoric, it has
been argued, refl@s not only to making supposed vacant demagogic tactics. Their discourse is
built on denial and explicitness and its most powerful element is found in emotion. Moreover,
populists often invoke to dangers and connected pledges in order to properly defend t
“people” from real (or made up) peril s. Fr
originated from the common sense of the people, its rhetoric could be adorned with mentions
to national heritage and customs since opposed to theasb | ed ‘rm@uli tsim¢ ulatt u r
to the elites, and eventually linked to nationalism even if not forcibly comparableTioeit.
presence of a charismatic leader who acts as a firebrand with his/her straightforward mottos
appears to be essentiigsheincitesindeedfeelings ofresentments,efars and possibilities,
and offers quickand easysolutions to complex social and political issues. Somehow, the
charisma of populist leaders allows a powerful and prosperous kind of rhetoric. We hold to be
true that subjects who declare discoaraee not independent entities, but rather actors who
are constituted by (and authors of) di scu
always something belonging to beforehand constituted linguistic unit in a language, and as a
consequence the taan of the subject in language is necessarily historical and ideological
(Coutinho, Carvalho Lopes & do Nascimento 20685). As Bakhtin maintained, every
single discourse is impregnated of scraps deriving from other discourses, linguistic units that
may be expressly marked out or blurred with other enunciated. As a matter of fact, a line of

discourse may absorb, negate, refuse or repeat other discourses.
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The concept of populism does not have to be labelled as necessarily negative nor
necessarily posite since it entails a series of antithetical expressions. Hence the enormous
multiplicity of populist mixes in the global area: amtstitutional (customized, autocratic,
dependent on a charismatic leader) and institutional (elaborating new institoticimect
democratic involvement and representation, working as means for the claims of ruled out
components of society), brutally antagonistic and agonistic,-wgider and progressive,
polished and blue, democratic and afgimocratic; stregbopulismsand populisms at power,
top-down and bottorup, etc. (Panizza, 2000: 190). Following again what Ernesto Laclau
asserted, Il would move to the next chapter
constellation but a series of discursive resousgdgsi ch can be put t o Vv

(2005:176).

1.8 The Discursive Construction of National Identity

Identity never indicates something stagnant, unvarying or essential, but rather often an
element positioned on the flowingre, continually mutating, a component involved in a
process. That being said, the various discursive constructions of national identity are shaped
in different ways depending on the context and on the public in which they come to notice,
each of them canebrecognised with reference to subject matters, plans and argumentative
models, and based on how they linguistically realised. Moreover, a national culture is a series
of discursive construct identities 1y wirtolLL
which persons can recognise themselves (identify).

Following Wodak, we can come upon three national identities as distinctive patterns of
social identities, which are produced anepreduced, as well as modified and discursively
deconstructed. Fo Fr ank Rober't Vivelo (1981: 55) ,
organized approach of norms and basics for appropriate behaviour, comparable to language

grammar, which set the parameters for ‘prop
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(well displayed in discourses) of national character as a monotonous, uninterrupted and
unvarying being. According to Hall instead, national identity is depicted in narratives of
national culture as the authentic identity already existing in the natua# elements, but

sometimes latent and in need to be awakened from inactive periods:

‘People are not only legal citizens of a nation; they participate in the idea of the nation as repre#isnted in
national culture. A nation is a symbolic community
(Hall, 1996 612)

When dissertating on national identity and its construction we cannot leave out a necessary
prerequisite, that is the “historical me mo |
(1996) or Peter Burke (1989). However, frone viewpoint of Kolakowski (1995), whether
the content of historical memory is full, partially true or invented is a question of relative
importance. The more the actual or imaginary memories goes back into the past, the more
firmly national identity is sgstained. Wodak (2009: 34ipdeed reports a quote from
Kol akowsKki that says ‘' Some nationaladthaiaces w
artificial relation to the past without 't he
1995: 33).This is a clear mention to globalisation and its deviation, needless to say the
consequent perils of a drop in national independence and pride, all concerns massively present
in contemporary nationalistic narratives. In sum, we can notice how context, dhg
relationship between continuity and tradition, nation and transfation, eternity and
anticipation are significant ordering standards for the construction of an effective narrative in

natpopulist parties.

1.9 The Construction of UKIP Identity: In-Group Out-Group
In-groupandout-group constitute an analytical dichotomy with a considerably loistpry

of theory, which originates in the areas of sociology and psychology. Communicative
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strategies of constituting 4rand out groups have amportant part in Ethegative populist
discourse, for the reason they can elicit particular emotions like fear and rage.

We suppose that given linguistic resources are employed to formgraup- principally
being conceptualised ag - and an ougroup, differentiating from the hgroup and depicted
as threatening to its inner members. Most important, linguistic elements mirror principal
referential strategies adopted in a corpus to construe tgpup on the discursive plan.

When dealing with a namnalist party, irgroups and ougroups usually correspond to the
dichotomy us vs. themWhen dealing with a researcher, it is more supposed to be a
differentiation between two differettiey.

De Cillia et al. stress certain aspects which could be detateommon culture, a common
historical belief system, a common (small) territory and a common language as the glue that
managesa keep an irgroup together (1999: 1%9The ingroup analysis deals with the
parties’ portrait amesandieadh ®thes. Oa thel donirgry, the outt h e
groups refer to all those who are clearly identified by all parties as persons not belonging to
the ingroup and the analysis mainly deals with the parties construction of their immigration
discourses. This is@gini f i cant i nasmuch separation be:
“THEM” or “ SEL F * coudsit. be bnOAeHrsiBe’ or among nations or, in
addition, between several economic, religious or ethnic greumsill results to be a
considerable politicalate.

When studying closely discourse aforementioned representations of self against other,
Hansen (2006) employs a methodological approach of searching for two procedures that work
together in order to build identity: a positive procedure of connecti@h eamegative
procedure of di stinction. For what concern
possibly include political élites who, according to their rhetoric, are distant from and

operating against peopl eemesentint erests these
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That being said, Farage asserts that onl vy
back the abil ity tThe Spectatgr20i8). This way, Faraga abrsiderse a |

the EU as an Other that limits Britain from progress. therefore clear that configurating

us agai nst t hem/ ot her is a serious el en
What | am going to realize in the chapter dedicated to corpus analysis is, among other

things, to investigate the allocation of word foremncerning selfepresentation in UKIP

mani festos/ programs/ speeches aupddonduogan behe p

defined as an indicator of heightened seihfidence and as an attempt to separate themselves

from the established parties, whi¢hrthermore stresses collective rather than individual

course of action (De Fina et al.,, 2006). Linguistic elements mirror principal referential

strategies adopted in a corpus to construe tiygedap on the discursive plan.
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Chapter 2

The Brexit Case

2.1 Brexit: a AProphecyo

There was a ‘prophecy’ a considerable per
become a member of the EEC. As a matter of fact, in January 1963, Generak Clearl
Gaulle held a press conference to explain his motivations for refusing the British application
for EU membership. Some, although not all of his statements, could still find their reasons of
being today. The point is Britain is closed to outside erilte, maritime, connected to its
trade, markets, foodstocks with Commonwealth and in many cases very distant countries. In
addition, its sector is basically industrial and commercial, not agricultural. As de Gaulle

pointed out in his speech:

“ She [lakher,work, very special, very original, habits and traditions. In short, the nature,
structure, circumstances peculiar to England are very different from those of other continentals.
How can Britain, in the way that she lives, produces, trades, begorabed into the Common

Mar ket as it has been conceived and functio
members, which would soon be very large, very diverse, would not last for very long and that,

in fact, it would seem like a colossal Attec community under American dependence and
direction, and that is not at all what France wanted to do and is doing, which is a strictly
European constructionDe Gaulle, 1963).

It is important to say British governments have been charged with reisgionfr this

situation, for the reason they have not rarely employed their leverage to slow down the
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process of European integration. In fact, Britain excluded itself from the Euro and Schengen

zone, and obstructed the expansion of certified mgjooting into foreign, tax, policy and
defence sections. It has been argumdtie Bruges Groﬁ_’p there was no reason to think that

this attitude would have changed in the future. Nonetheless, it has been stressed for years that
in Britain, various BJ rules are supposed to be construed as a vicious assault on the British

way of | iving. I't has been furthermore asse

because they are forced to adapt their specific cultural and institutional rules aed val
towards what emerges as a commgTrtniscEmterrefepsean
to the concept of being European in the English sense, where British identity is threatened
with the prospect of flattening thesame level of other already phagozgti countries.

The first UK referendum in Europe was held in 1975. Back then, Conservative Prime
Minister Ted Heath announced a referendum to placate European discontent in his party. In
1975, immigration hardly surfaced as an issue of relevance. Inaewbyding to a BBC
report, only 41,000 people left Britain, let alone those who came into the country. At the time,
the economy was failing if contrasted with Europe, which was far richer and certainly more
successful than Britain. Comparing the referengwf 1975 and 2016 demonstrates how
British politics has changed in essence. After joining the Bloc in 1973, many Britons had the
impression their island natios- a former imperial power with strong links to the United
States of America— was definitely dferent from its European neighbourhood. Less than a
year after joining, Britain was requesting a total reform to the common agricultural policy
(CAP) and in 1975 a Labour government, led by Harold Wilson, called a referendum. In its
first nationwide dedsion on whether to stay within the EEC or to leave, Britain opted in this

case to remain in the Community.

SThe Bruges Group aims to promote discussion on the European Union and to advance the education of
the public on European affairs.

6Behnisch, AJ. For Britain, joining Europe was associated with national decline and loss of great power
statusNew Statesman, 16.12.2002. Online 10 September R@3%www.newstatesman.com/node/144445
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The degree of British Euroscepticism has naturally changed over time: for example, British
refused to participate in the Schengen agreement and significantly dismantled border controls
with other EU countries. Moreover, Britain has been experiencing @ ilacgease of nativist
sentiments for at least a decade, and this attitude certainly provided a boost for the Brexit
propaganda and resulting Leave victory.

UKI P's | eader Ni gel Farage has widely <co

movement. Patrioc commander of disappointed revivalists, Farage has been in those years

the partisan of a figurative battle between the elites and the nfadsesthe average UKIP

voter s’ di scontent is not merely narrtyowed
about where sodig is heading and how they awt feel fit for it. However, it is important to
highlight that UKIP declares itself as an
well as a Right Libertarian Party. It rejects hard xenoghphtionalism and claims to be

"open and inclusive to anyone who wishes to identify with Britain, regardless of ethnic or
religious background"™ ( UKI P, 2010) . Farage
humorous narrative of an Englighflected Bitishness in an era surrounded by uncertainty,
crisis and change (Yates, 2015: 105). That is in part because Farage is most likely one of the
few British politicians able to incite pub
achievement is a casstudy of how economic downturn is facing old certainties and

transforming European politics.

2.2 UKIP and the Brexit Campaign
It is a fact that populism in Britain has spread in a softer manner if compared to other right
wing parties in the rest of Eaype. The case of UKIP is indeed an unprecedented phenomenon,

even i f their former | eader’s speeches have

7http://www.firstpost.com/world/we-havedone-it-meet-the-architectof-brexit-ukipsnigeHarage
2853280.1ml
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antiestablishment cheap talk. Founded in 1991 by Alan Sked as th&d&dwdralist League of
Conservatives let down by the Maastricht Treaty, it has lately become a primaritanti
organisation which throughout the decades focussed for pedydimnly believe that the
social and financial solidity of Britain in the future will only be guaranteed by ethnopluralism,
rather than integration of immigrants, and taking back more power once withdrawn from the
EU. The formerly negligible rightving pgoulist UKIP has become the most rapid increasing
political party in the United Kingdom, and is becoming headlines because of islaatd
antFimmigration rhetoric not limited in their country but all over Europe, thus generating
anxiety among the mastream parties and corroding their support base.

In addition, over the last hatf e cade UKI P’ s iissua gaty has beem s i
transformed as they more extensively spotlighted onto issues such as economy, taxes,
instruction, healthetc. in addition to its predominant questioning platforms of immigration
and the EU. Farage often asserted in his public speeches or editorials that before becoming
part of the wuni on, Engl and was acknowl edgec
indeed considrs the EU as an undevelopecbnomic union.

For the first time Britain, regularly an uncomfortable member in the European Union,
becomesn 2014topic of the day as the United Kingdom Independence Party reduohtap
of the national poll and triggered dsswithin media and political class. Since then, the
national populist party has started to take part as container of common discontent on a
national scale while construing a polarising story of what is going wrong with Great Britain
and solutions to fixhe situation. However, the way UKIP has dulled old politics together the
ability of catalysing fears and emotions ofdetwn citizens is widely disputed.

The request for a referendum to determine a withdrawal from EU is an extension of a
certain unusuah t t i t ude, which evokes in turn “Bri
Noticeable is the fact the success of Euroscepticism in contemporary Britain has meant a

ceaseless debate over the EU in essence entrapped in wearying calls for a membership
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referendum where the result in theory appeared much less certain than in 1975. From this
viewpoint, the United Kingdom Independence Party made terrific progress in 2014 European
elections, indeed coming first with 28% on a programme combining distrust initBUhe

aim to contain immigration. In this perspective, the UK is far from exclusivity, as a fair
amount of Eurosceptic parties across Western Europe are gaining popularity with equivalent
meaning, therefore giving contribution to the fragmentation diymistems (Hanley, 2015),

even by exploiting the weakness of ced&® parties that traditionally built their electoral
base on working class votes. &k end result of the 2015 General Election provechich
recorded a pronounced trend to vote for UKIP tiaditional leftwing constituencies in
England and WalesLabour in Britain tends to become patrticularly vulnerable when dealing
with immigrationEU concerns that UKIP seems to easily manage.

This kind of situation represents the perfect subject fqueauliar feature that was
obviously not present in 1975, that is a populist opposition to the EU prepared for action in
the form of a professionalized and financially supported Eurosceptic political party, namely
UKIP. Its nationalist Euroscepticism is oburse typical from populist organisations, as it is
combined with an antlite disapproval of established parties. Eventually, the double anti
elite/anttEU blend is more electorally potent today than ever (Glencross, 2014).

However, UKIP has been wiljedescribed by lefteaning media as a rigiting British
nationalist party, encouraging a narrative of deterioration and disloyalty from the elite,
devoted to make Britain independent from the European Union and uncontrolled immigration,
fond of traditicnalism and officially nofracist, though often crossing the borderline of racist
prejudice in a mannerracwestcoulAds dae fmmantet ears of
attacks from mainstream parties, to Nigel Farage the UK will only be far loettesf the
European Union than remaining in an organi
country, as he has often claimed. Actually, it has been the UK Independence- Rity

unofficially defined as the right offshoot of the Conservatiwgypaighly committed to
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withdrawal from the European Unienthat has taken advantage of this increase in popularity
of antipolitics and played a key role both in obtaining the referendum and helping to swing
the vote towards the Leave side. The omteoof the Brexit referendum in the United

Kingdom on whether to stay in or leave the European Union resulted in a win of the leave side

by 51.9%.
UKIP"s narrative in anticipation of a Ren
targeted to what was gear ded -masl i“armctsi” . Thi s new SoOC.I

widespread disaffection in indirect democracies, expressed in low levels of satisfettion
We st mi nst erbydeft-behent aitizenglass of confidence in politicians, and the
impres$on they have no say in matter when is their life the Government is discussing about.
Anyway, the party led by Nigel Farage has come out to be a particular crossbreeding between
Populism and Nationalism, and even though it takes no concrete measures ibésaus off
for the First Past The Post System (in Britain), it comes out its effectiveness in employing
media pressure to obtain a Referendum considered as a chimera only few months before the
official announcement given by the former Prime Ministavid Cameron.

We wi | | see through the narrative built i
period UKIP has grown in reliability, fetching in most cases disillusioned voters yearning for
a populist party that claims to give voice to those whmotaispeak, and will comment upon
the UK has voted to leave the European Union following a referendum on its membership and
succeed in takihg Thhedat aoan showredadasthadtled t hi
to quit a “supriaonndt iapnpad arp otl o t Haxeted: assmpsl ok x a
immigration, finances, healthcare and stolen sovereignty clearly came into play throughout
the campaign, with the Brexit strategy plan evitlentore successful than Bremgat least
in England and \4les) speifically when it focusedthe question of the uncontrolled

migration and the construction of a combined threat discourse. As a matter of fact, while
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UKIP continued to distance itself from racism, the party did take a more restriositep
on immigration (Gardner, 2006; 176).

However, it is important to highlight that UKIP declares itselaas evolved” ne
party. h fact it rejects pejorative labels of hard xenophobe nationalism and claims to be "open
and inclusive to anyee who wishes to identify with Britain, regardless of ethnic or religious
background" (UKIP, 2010). According to their manifestos and speeches, the European Union
is nothing more than a cartel of governments that tries to gain power by harmonizingahe fisc
and regulatory legislation in every member State. This is a feature one can find in all these
new populist parties across Europe, that is their distrust of and firmly strong opposition to the

influence of the EU on their own domestic politics. In additia negative image of Brussels

is what unifies UKIP and parties of whatever wing throughout Europe.

For what concerns UKIP and their policy, Farage advocates direct democracy in contrast to
‘“representative politics’ .t pa&ty (Whitakeg& Lynclo t an
2011: 5), UKIP presents itself as wanting to give power back to the people via local
democracy and the use of referenda. Strong is the rhetorical emphasis on British citizens
opposed to European Bureaucracy defined as a Jaggemdhreat which weakens the
sovereignty of States. Populist stances usually support people and their fight against the elite
machine, and their elements comfortably merge into Nationalism, imetéK will profit,
according to Far agndependently te the benefit bf rthe oounérycrathen g
than collectively focusing international goals.

In the end, the pivestance for what concerns immigration and multiculturalism might
evoke racism for progressive minds, even though firmly within the diroft respectable
language. Farage himself has indeed been given by British popular press and tabloids a plain

support, despite regulgrexposed UKIP candidates or his (uncertain) links to xenophobe and
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racist parties as the Northern League in ltalg Eront National from Marine Le Pen in

France and the Finnish nationalists.

2.3 Societal Changes

Some o f the motivations for the UK’'s refere
(51.9%) are vague and complicated but mostly ascribed to politicalpmegnand social
decline. The UK Referendum campaigxactly like EU policies, hagrawn attention to the
economic consequences of Brexit while not giving massive consideration to its prospective
social impact, even though the economic and the sociaacafiemly bound. As a matter of
fact, theres a new cliché proposed by ntimed-up media defining rightving populism to be
akindofpol itics that splits the hepowalful ¢ltet o a
“them”, where the “ efhlliptoldems.i s i denti fied as

The habit of tagging movements as populist constitutes a bias that they are morally inferior
to the unpopular elite. According to their detractors, the sol | ed * Brexiter
nothing but resentf | “Littl e Engl wledat &8’ t WkBo cdantnroy
globalisation control, old bigots who reject the prosperous multicultural society that Britain
has become, xenophobic érs who want to destroy whgood haseendone in the country
or at best a bunch of uneducated, simgliatid narroaminded people who have proven to be
easy lure for unscrupulous demagogues. The Leave victory has been reportedaigmecst
press as a victory of the people of yesteryear over the people of tomorrow, young and
cosmopolitan. This has partheen the outcome of extensive machanges which include,
for example, a process of changing from industrial to postindustrial society, and a pervasive
globalization that have caused higher chance of stress, frustration and disenchantment among

those whee situation has become compromised as a result of these changes.
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Their starting point was the transition from an industrial to a-jpolststrial economy. Wt
the aftermath of this passagew social organization®llowed that cut across tratonal
class divisions. Betz (1994) focused on a new type of lower class, social groups that were in
particular exposed to the economicriamounds. Significant is the birtsf a new request for
innovative technology and cultural competences in the labarkety while conventional
labour abilities lost competitiveness. In fact cultural codes, and ability to accommodate to a
new continuous stream of technological progresses, became more effective than muscle,
physical ability to last and mechanical kninw. A considerable part of the industrial labour
force have indeed turned its back on socialist and social democratic parties and chose the right
by voting nationalist parties.

For what concerns socibemographic aspects, these have been properly summhbyised
Givens (2005, ch. 3). However, the most noticeable trait of the extightevote is that it is
predominantly male (Mudde 2007: +118). Moreover, extreragght voters are inclined to
be young, working, under or lower middle class and occupied iprih&te sector. Reports of
racist or far right political parties have frequently maintained that their supporters come from
borderline groups, such the unqualified white working class who live in impoverished areas
that have experienced direct questionnafigration, which again encourages the assumption
that this kind of politics have the power to attract groups out of the mainstream, whose social

conditions have induced them to disclosed extremist beliefs.

2.4 Crowd Manipulation T Rudiments of Propaganda

Speakingof icons imagination and narration are fundamental ingredients in populist
politics. The populist rhetoric is centred on the charging of a person or a concern with
symbolic relevance in order to unite different storylines around a faca slogan.

Notwithstanding, without imagination, a leader cannot persuade the paopleh is a
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requirement for populism. People tend to recognize themselves in certain rhetorical figures
introduced to them such as the workitigss, taxpaying, anthe decent people. In particular,
just because of his ambiguous attitude, populism can be an advanced technique for gathering
heterogeneous electorate with heterogeneous necessities.

However, a certain amourttf componerg of the community are excludddr om “t he
people”™ and from political recognition as
places, through negative identification, specific groups out from the community. Those groups

are identifi®dtas dec ypbyshekrdananiphdesaptzer Althussaled

“ldeology and Ideological State Apparatuses ( 197 0) , t his pr oces:
mani pul ation has been described as “interp
peopl e’ s i deol ogintnaiely appealgdiand gddredsdd doy an fdeodical i

discourse they closely support. Interpellation stands for recruiting process through which
symbols and storylines are used to be suit.
specific politicalframeworks by portrayingxisting situationgn words

When referring to the people, popudisire actually only talking about their supporters or,
as Nigel Farage clearly stated, "the real people”: in this &2spercent who voted to leave
the EU.The ability of populists about performing crisis has been believed to allow them to
separate the people from the elite and to related Others in order to thoroughly facilitate the
political landscape, and to show resolute leadership and easy solutionsans foe
containing or preventing the crisis. The conception of crisis may be considered as something
not absolutely external to populism, but as an innenpmment of populism itself since it
representsa political style. This interpretation displays that while crisisyneconstitute an
efficient step for populists, It i's a cons

themselves by advocating and performing crisis (Moffit, 2016: 1).

2.5 British Euroscepticism
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The Brexit vote, paired with the astef Eurosceptic parties, was a strong memorandum
that not a few Europeans view the EU as unwelgomit# its little understanding of ordinary
citizens. Basically, a spineless economic condition and a prevailing sense of supranational
subjugation made ihothing but a burden. Democracy is anyway always respected, but the
Brexit outcome confirms how the level of dissatisfaction about its essence has arisen since the
2009 crisis. All those conditions have been employed for cryptic reasons in theebemi
rhetoric of alternative organisations determined to provide direct solutions to issues like
immigration, political discontent, globalisation and, of course, the European bureaucratic
system.

As a matter of fact, Euroscepticism parties gather these kegsitetough connections
between opposition to immigration, rage and apprehension about the flood of-asgkens,
bitterness about the power that the EU exerts over national policies and concerns about the
new EUstatute. The feeling thaconomic ngration, asylurrseeking and Europe were out of
control was deeply perceived. For example, it is now atlfetthere was in a consistent part
of British citizens a strong feeling that there was littkeno of migrationcontrol and a
pervasive supevi si on ‘ Europe’ was accused of exer

to Farage, was seen as a weakl ing’ down t|

for the French and Australians systems who in different context defended their Inationa
interests. Public statements from Eurosceptic groups disclosed a sense of frustrated

nationalism, and their own industrially depressed areas described as the fault of a

cheerl eading’ political cl ass t halEuropeanf us e ¢
domination over national freedom.

Anyway, from the position of economic, political and intellectual elites in the Eurozone,

Europe and populism are viewed as the two opposites of a drastic contrast. Needless to say

the return to national pridehte over emphasi s on nation’s pri
control, restriction of foreign imports and, in some radical groups, with a hostile xenophobic
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social atmosphere. As a matter of faipulist parties discredit all suprational alliance no

matter whether in government or in opposition. However, not all populisms could be placed
on the same level, nor do they consult the same people, or share same characteristics and
prerequisites. Moreover, it is impossible to think of an unchangingpeuirom a diachronic
standpoint. We observe therefore a reverse of traditional terms:-ttadlesth postdemocratic

Europe is a version of Europe which has become part of the problem and not a solution
anymore, taking more and more the shape of a tyrahmonster, a dangerous transformation

that only the return of the popular seems able to dominatéaylthe main source of concern

with regard to ECE migratiois along the lines of social welfare and labour market. Powell
(1968), similarly, expressewdancer n f or Briti sh national s b

“

counhpopy” being able to get |jobs, obtain scl

changed beyo % which is also @xpressively articulated by UKIP leader Nigel

Farage, bt increasingly also by other political figures in the country.

On the contrary, European elites haseemedto investtheir political future in the
formulation of an extreme arpiopulist programme. It is a fact Europe has not yet become a
united territoral entity with a unique culture or history. Therefore, the risk is that it will still
remain for many years doomed to be perceived as a rather detached and artificially made
concept, not a mere identity for the countries who joined this abstract ide&ulrhés, at
presentthat attempts atoycotting populisnby destabilising the anpopulist programmeo

not prevent from its coming backven by overruling its stigmatization.

2.6 Populism: a debated concept
In academic research there is a good amotiguestions that still seek answessich as

the reason why populism has apparently prolieatao quickly across the world.

8http://mwww.telegraph.co.uk/comment/3643823/EndtbwellsRiversof-Blood-speech.html
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Moreover,what these disparate demonstrations of populism do share or whether populism
really constitutes a menace to democracy. And lastly, maybe the most fundamentah quest
of al |, what we are actwually arguing when
erudition on populism is unusually inadequate and many scholars have quit on the potential
action of employing the term in any relevant manner. However, in the opihidifferent
left-wing scholars, populism must be classifeexinothing more thaa pathology that is day
by day affecting democratic govenents worldwide. This argumeritas been indeed
advanced by a growing number of both experts and academics. Howevempbisant to
mark a distinction between what is defined as popular and what as populist instead. In fact,
this is exactly the reason why contemporary political scholars or populism analysts (e.g.
Laclau, 2005) prefer avoiding attributing eithesalely positive or negative association to
populism.

Needless to say, being populist has for long been (and still continues to be) perceived as a
political stigma. Populism is a phenomenon definitely difficult to conceptualize and put in a

single box, mady because it is unavoidably contedk¢pendent. Paul Taggart tried to make

the concept of peopl e clearer by introdu
for an idealized understanding of the community and reveals the values and systaefof bel
belonging to ordinary people. The heartland is grounded on emotions and sees populists
building nostalgic recollections in an attemptrecreate what has been losttime current

time. The conflict, he added, is being fought between delegatesoiedysready for change,

and key actors of a divisive culture of exclusion who demands a return to a uniformed society.
Populism is in effect able to operate as eitheoraectiveor athreatfor democracy, obtaining

both nclusionary and exclusionary articulations (Stavrakakis, 2014: 514). Today, this
comeback is becoming more intense and has perhaps reached its highest point with its centre
being for the moment placed after the outburst of the financial crisis in 2008 and spatially,
within the Eurozoneparticularly in those countries that have been put under supervision like
Greeceipid: 505).
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Populism reacts amongst other things to the downfall of the electoral backing for
politicians, the rise of electoral abstention, the electoral instabilgyinttreasing extension of
the political spectrum, the gradual appearance of speamltie social movements not
represented bglassic political groups, anthe creation of singlessue or radical movements.

However, it should be necessary to beginfigt by positioning populism within the
changing global media scenario. The present era is one that shows a growing omnipresence
and easy access of communication technologies, together with the unrestrained growth in the
velocity and objectives of commumaition and information networks. We are well past the
point when experts were dealing with the romantic concept of the populist speaking straight to
the people from makeshift platforms. Modern times have been now witnessing a new type of
sharp populist hets who know how to employ new media technologies, including the rise of
the Internet and social networking, to their advantage (Moffitt, 2016n Particular, Rocha
utilizes the expression to make reference to a rhetorical political style intendexp&wepfor
action the electorate against the power structure and whose legitimacy is basically supported

by the people and against the elites (2012: 9).

It is confirmed the term popul i sm i's as
2009). Fromseveral theoretical point of views belonging to social sciences, evident is an
opening to new ways of approaching populist politics. As a matter of fact, we can appreciate
the high incidence of the concept popalisnt ecen
does |l eave an imprint on important politic:
ability of populist politics to drive new forms of political commitment is particularly
important in an era of refusal to take part in political activismhsag adhesion to party
membership (Skocpol & Williamson 2012: 197). These days, populist politics assumes a

fundamental role in political restoration, a situation in which moral limits between groups are

redefined and cat egor Laelau, 2005; Fella & Ruzza,2013)." t h e m’
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Some of the questions literature has been trying to provide an atwseaT be connected
to see whether in populism we could observe an underlying unity, or does one name conceal a
large number of unconnected tendeadi@ellner & lonescu, 1969: 1). As Arter stated (2010:
490) , “there IS gener al agreement I n t h
confrontational, chameleonic, cultdoeund and contexd e pendent ”. What i s
to comprehend is how cultureé context influence populism and how populist politics in
turn has an effect on political transformation.

For what concerns the situation in Europe, a restrictive-vigig form of populism came
to notice in the 1989and has grown in strength concentrgttheir energy primarily on
immigrants and wage dumping. There are some conceptual approaches that come to light
within socicpolitical literature on the theme: they define populismas an ideology, a discursive
style, and a form of political mobilizatiofMoffitt & Tormey. 2013; Pauwels, 2011).
However, It i's still i mportant to stress t
depend upon the soepo | i t i c al context within which th
Kaltwasser, 2011: 2).

To catgorize populism as an ideology has specific consequences on how research on the
topic is accomplished. If populism is considered primarily as a group of ideas, it follows that
empirical studies should mainly address their focus towards assertions madditibgl p
actors having a planned approach, acting upon the latter as fundamental units of analysis.
Therefore, primary investigation in this tradition pay attention on party literature, which could
present itself in the shape of official manifestoes arstépted speeches so as to evaluate the
political actors (e.g Nigel Farage) involved. On the contrary, if we take as example UKIP and
its politics, we could observe that popul |
“them’ |, S 0 n o tegisters tha fdndaméntalgbgliefd di the leader/political actor,
but a certain style of political expression that is rigorously and strategically applied in a

broader perspective by both right and left, alternative and mainstream parties.
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The most sigriicant implications examine the units of analysis and levels of measurement
employed in the investigations on populism. Targeting this concept as a discursive style
makes it available to its operationalization as a progressive property of specific examples
political expression (Bos et al. 2011) rather than a basic feature of political movements and
their respective leaders that can be caught by an uncomplicated popuEimndist
dichotomy, especially because political actors can mould anbudd their rhetorical style in
a simpler manner than their official ideology.

This difference about populism, if tagged as ideology or style, is caught by Di€egese
& Haughton (2009: 822), who maintain that the comprehension of the term as distinguishing
feaur e of political talk as preferred to an
from binary opposition- a party is populist or netto a matter of degreea party has more
populist characteristics or theamauntof popRismo dui |
a certain political actor use may change o
unambiguous ideological beliefs are probably supposed to be more consistent. Populism
proves to be a form of politics rather than a camspeculiarity of political actors. Among
distinctive characteristics, we can observe a paranoid style consisting in dramatic
exaggerationa tendency to suspect and catastrophic conspiracy theories. Hallmark attributed
to the paranoid style the concern abmenaces to take control of the independent nation and
overturn its most fundament al val ues. For

and t hem’ , keystone of popul i st di scour s

signi f i ercempetet dgainst eacka other on several subjects, according to social

context. These categories acquire significe
which given soci al groups are recogni zed a
threatening ‘others’ (t hem) . As Pani zza cl

method of identification in which the connection between the people/form as signifier and
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people/content as signified is conveyed by the naming processs ttmtsettle who these
enemies of the people are and to give it a credible explanation.

In differing from traditional theories, Laclau (1977) considers populism as appropriate for
the political stage. As a matter of fact, society is separated into tiefiblts, and populism
shows up when those from “below” consult p
of hegemony crisis, when social demands do not get acceptable resolutions from the
institutions. The popul i &@as a procedare thad presemts the h e
plebeian as the entimopulus This creation is entrenched via hostility between two sectors of
the society: the “people” versus the “elit:
social division by adoptingfavoured signifiers that frame the whole field into two
di ametrically opposed sides: for the antag
“domi nant groups’; for the abused we can
maj ority,.Sineenhe 19303 lbacl au’ s strategy has ac
pivotal aspects of all potential populist discourses, in spite of its definite political orientation
and content: a) the mention t o nshtedamingnhi f i ¢
ideology.

A few important question to ask ourselves is whether we should perceive populism only as
a menace to liberal democratic system or a provocation that once (and if) overcome can even
lead to a stronger stability in western demogravioreover, one should wonder if populism
can be defined as a dysfunction of the democratic system, or their demands concerning
renewal of democracy could start a salvation for elitist and a bureaucratic systemswioch
longerfelt as representativeylts citizens. As Cas Mudde statfddma y be t he ar gu
popul i st are true and that could explain v

[

Not withstandi ng, a certain shapelessness i
(Held, 19966 3 ) . 't is in fact fundament al not tc
from Latin “populus”, meaning “the peopl e”,
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itself. As a consequence, one could assume that where there is democraady,gbpulism.
(Decker, 2003).

Populismis a very frequent tactic also employed bycsa | | ed “r espect abl €
use populism s strategies to their benefit,
Is it equally possible to werstand populism as a social movement. It mostly arises from the
protest of social grqas, can use similar strategieend conducts its political activity via
petitions or referendums, which are the official channels provided by political system (Meny
& Surel, 2002 Similarly, Crick asserted (200626) that the only tool considered useful is
direct democracy consists in referendum or electionsuiim, we cannot label populisaithe

as a pure social movement, oraggolitical party.
Eventually, it 8 worth mentioning that Etienne BaliBatalked o f a form of

populism”, that is |ikely to ensure the supg
well be long and certainly intricate. However, without it, revitalized belief levdoe
complicated. A failure project could even expand further the relations of inequality, feeding
popular dissatisfaction/alienation from politics thus allowing far right;liakel populism to

present itself as the exclusive possible choice, regardies®gportunistic nature of the

strategy.

9https://www.opendemocracy.net/careurope-make-it/giorgos-katsambekisyannisstavrakakis/populism
anti-populismand-europeandemocr
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Chapter 3

Theoretical Framework and Methodology

3.1. An Interdisciplinary Approach

A study of populism solely based on one theoretical frame would not be considered
appropriate, since it would give a monotonous and insufficient answer and exclude the context
in which the discourse develops. Therefore, an integration of different approaches has been
chosen in order to determine the way in which media texts are posed with the purpose to
define an organised text analysis, to clarify their meanings and to determi@ngyaty
discourse is involved in the media document and be adequate to provide answers to find out
how discourse operates. That is why four main discoursal features that directly affect the

formation of ideological patterning in editorials are here invattity

lWords, phrases and sentences that refl ect
2Lexical choices” Theam” refl ect “Us” vs.

3. Words, phrases and sentences that implicate extra meanings

4. Polarization patterns

One of the first quotes to underline is thatcdmur se anal ysis “has
accepted canon of approaches when amnit&dlysi nc
DiscourseAnalysisis useful to unveil controllingna n i u in mpditecs and mass media,
which work towards linguistic homogeneity or a discrinbamg selections of humans, and to

increase the
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awareness of the rhetorical strategies which are used to command in the adoption of certain
political convictions, belief systems, and objectives. As a matter of fact, each single example
oflanguagdhasa ef f ect on a society and its cultur
a social cultural background” (Tischler, 20

As a result, it follows that Critical Discourse Analysis is not confined to discourse
operation, but has to consider cuétuand societal backgrounds in addition to that. What is
important to underlinesithat discourse does not ocauremptiness, it is actually set inside a
definite context. For that reason, a discourse cannot be inferred without acknowledging its
specifc background. This theme is essential in pragmatics and origittadlyrised by
Wittgenstein. Thelatter asserted that utterances acquire signification exclusively in
circumstantial, cultural and historical context (Wodak, 1996: 19). According to this
interpretation, CDA assigns a key role to context analysis, as well as intertextuality has a
prominent function because of the importance of past and present discourses in the CDA
perspective.

Within the tradition of CriticaDiscourse Analysi§CDA), strong attention is paith the
crucial role political élite plays in the production, diffusion and legitimisation of racist
discourse through time. Norman Fairaybu(1999) and Ruth Wodak (2008ave set up
techniques of Critical Discourse Analysis to penetrate the languagenomen sense
discrimination. Furthermore, Fairclough describes CDA as dismantling the political
empl oyment of narratives for electoral pol
145).

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) is holistic by combiningyesal branches of learning. It
consists of a number of various theoretical strategies to the-tei@banalysis of text and
talk that concerns the social and/or political context. These disparate methodological
strategies are gathered, howeviey a macrtevel social analysis which asserts that social
inequality may be instituted, supported and authorized through elite language use, discourse

(Hart, 2009: 106).
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Social reality, according to Pandey, is frequently depicted in dichotomous terms, a
juxtapostion of Us versusThem( 2 0 0 4 : 155) . Mor eover, he ma
specific word employed to define the way social group divisions are expresskshguage.
Generally, for the Critical inguist, it is in and between linguistic preferencleat twriters
encrypt their meaning position, that is, their critical position. For that reason, for the critical
linguist (see Fairclough, 1994), the connection between language and the social distinction
reproduced in this kind of language is personalla@sdirectional.

A few research questions raised in this case study will need the support of a multifaceted
critical approach:

A How does UKIP linguistically legitimise a politics of exclusion?
A What are the dynamics t haitalsgaegiesr n t he

The framework of ideas of analysis being used in this study comes from the arena of
Critical Discourse Analysis combining several branches of learning, whose dominant priority
is the study of “the i nt rdoagahcognition, @dwartsocety s hi |
and culture”™ (van Dij k, 1993: 253). That ki
beliefs and impressions are reproduced and supported in the small structures of text, words
and expressions, and the degresvhich language as employed by politicians helps express
and support social imbalances. Therefore, CDA reveals to be useful to unveil controlling
mancocuvres in politics and mass medi a, whi
discriminatory selectionsf humans, and to increase the awareness of the rhetorical strategies
which are used to command in the adoption of certain political convictions, belief systems,
and objectives.

Given the multidisciplinarity of CDA, a blend of approactes be appropriate to critical
analysis of texts. In addition, a combination of different approaches \bewdry important

in order to achieve an acceptable form of multidisciplinary CDA.
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British immigration discourse is considerably a discoursdoubt and constantly growing
concern, as well as xenophobia and hostility, affecting a steadyOSedir discrimination and
coordinated processes of othering. It depends on discursively created threat and fear
generation systems, such as proximizatiohijctv perform a coercive function (Cap016:
14). Proximization Theoryd evel oped by Cap (2013: 294) , i
pragmatic development designed to account for strategic regularities underlying forced
construal s i n Raximizatian dhedry edokes the aloseness df the external
threats to ask for people’s consent. Funda
crosses the space to invade the home territory identified by the Inside Deictic Centre (IDC).
From this pmt of view, Discourse Space peripheral entities (the economic migrants) are
unifying physically and sometimes overlapping upon the Discourse Space central entities (the
speaker, the addressees).

A different construction of the nation, which is intereglynmeaningful for immigration
discourse, entails metaphors through which the nation is conceptualisdtbaseéChilton,

1994). According to Werth (1999), where mental spaces are the theoretical constructions

which encourage the discourse process,@disir se space IS a represe
created in the discoursé he “text worl d”. Foll owing agai:
inot that we can actually measur ethatpbopletendiost an

place peoplerad things along a scale of remoteness from the self, using background assumptions and

i ndexi cal cues. '’

The analysis of Farage’ s Eur oscepdayaredi s m
analytical perspective (communication, political science and linguistics). However, | will
focus on apparently harmless and theua | di scour se, whi ch unde
procedure” domi nat ed Usys. Them@olapzationoint @hstrugtinge s e n
ideological discourses:
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CDA

US vs Them| Ingroup/Outgroup
Constructions

Epistemic/ Deontic
Modality

Proximization
Theory

Metaphor is a specific variety of linguistic manifestation which inspires the construction of a
certain number of mental spaces. Following Hart and Lukes (2009: 109) in the metaphor
exampe, mental spaces constructed during discourse endure a precise conceptual mixing

operation whereby they are blended in an incorporated network, manufacturing inferential

structure. That being said, metaphor is a linguistic and conceptual characteristicaof

importance for Critical Discourse Analysis.

It is in this way that Discourse Space Theprobably presume mental space theory: the

deictic centre is the secure point of the discourse event, where speakers are situated as a

logical consequence.
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3.2CDA and Rhetoric

The awarenesshat language and politics arelaborately intertwined has been
indispensable to rhetoric studies and many fronts of discourse research, Critical Discourse
Analysis in particular. As a matter of fact, rhetoric is still adopted as an analytical approach
for the investigation of texts in both classical and contemporary forms, and this procedure
includes political speeches (for instance). On the other hand, however, there have been
requests for academics to a great extent to better examine the benefitshhrvdetwic and
discourse analysis obtain if employed together in an interdisciplinary way. It would be not
inaccurate, | would say, that rhetoric combined with CDA can spotlight both the persuasion
and power distinctions behind a speech, a manifesto @vspaper article.

Critical methods applied to discourse have been used indeed to investigate variety of
discourses, and they acquire a relevai in relation to political studies. If we think about
the development of political structures, wheregknentities need to be influenced to
cooperate to the benefit of all, it seems to count on the employment of a system based on
symbolic communication. Whag certain is that the power of rhetoric, the declamatory ability
of language manipulation forepsuasive intentions, was perfectly understood in classical
times. Rhetorical language, as well politics, is evidently not always sincere. For this reason, it
may be employed to conceal or misrepresent the truth in the same wayoAseguence,
political rhetoric is fabricated to guide its public to a pathway of definite thoughts,
assumptions and eventual reaction. The aim for politicians is not primarily to present facts,
but to be persuasive (Kazemian & Hashemi, 2014: 1180).

For what concerns thisase study, | will highlight the accurate strategy in which Nigel
Far age, by i nfl aming the wistful and nat.
successfully uses the polemic allurepgithos Thi s dodge can be con

concept ofemotions, since Farage provokes discontent or even animosity in the crowd by



referring to the three hot topics w&thown by now: immigration, an@stablishment and EU.
In fact, Aristotle argued that if an item has importance, people will get angry émdhe

So, we will see in the next chapspezifically he w
on lexical items suitable for persuastomterlinked with the CDA approach, which works on

those linguistic elements aimed at the exercise of power.

3.3Corpus Collection and Composition

The corpus collection analysed for the present study is made up of three sections, where
Farage explains the reasons why the UK should withdraw from the EU and vote to leave
Europe in the Brexit Referendum: 1) UKIP etwel manifestos (2002015); 2) online
editorials (201582016); 3) speeches (20PD16).

The then UKIP leader has maintained that the authentic concerns of voters have always
been swept under the carpet and never discussed. Explanatory examples cail f®roun
the developments towards immigratioentred discourse in manifestos besides Nigel
Farage’'s public declarations. These daring
elections and largely in advance of the European Parliament electidd$4rand the general

election of 2015, all of which definitely ©b

—10 SeehttpHrrrr-etropearthetoric.com/ethos-pathoslogosmodespersuasioraristotle/
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growth in the British political terrain and increasing appreciation among the wider public
regarding the party as well as growing feeling of apprehension and turmoil within the country.
Immigration, forirs t anc e, is a considerable segment
asserts that i mmigration “is the biggest s
many other difficult tests facing Britain.
These tests, all associated to immigrationp idigel Farage to build up notions of the self
and other. This refusal by main politicians to give attention teblelfind voters interests has
left a political gap the angstablishment party pledges to fill, and promises given to the

electors with UKIPwill be kept. Farage indeed breaks former codes of presidential discourse

and knowl edge. I n that, he di mmed traditioc
socicpr agmatic function in the public sphere
conrkections between “linguistic standards ant
in this manner “boundar i e sdefinen byneditional sacia k e n
political and sociolinguistic orders” (Doer

From a genal point of view related to previous political experiences, theidgut has
been considered competent to craft a narrative, based on nationalism, xenophobia, and
chauvini sm, el ements who are strongly wunde

elitesare emblem of all problems, we can appreciate in the upcoming corpus analysis.

3.4The role of British Media in Nationalist Populism

It is fundamental not to omit that of the approximately 30 million readers of a daily
newspaper in Britain, threguarters read papers (mostly tabloids) that are firmly resolved to
make British citizens dislike the EU. In fact, tabloids and/or popular newspapers are more
persuasive than quality newspapers to share theestatblishment stance in force in populist

pari e s , and they have a particular inclinati
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to deal with themes of direct relevance to ordinary people, in order to show off atitenti
prejudice and concentrate on contrast and drama. In thisepé&p the popular press is
considered capable of offering an advantageous discursive opportunity framework for populist
parties by addressing the political influence of tabloids and sensationalised communication,
where at the same time rivals and defesdend to associate tabloids with populist politics. In
addition, by giving strong attention to excessive drama, infotainment, rants asditeam,
tabloids are supposed to provide a platform for populist (counter) politics (Sparks & Tulloch,
2000). Bdh popular press and populist movements share comparable expressive styles.
Anyway, the existence of a widespread circulation does not preserve tabloids from
competition with huge media such as television. As a matter of fact, it has been argued that
thesetabloidqu al i t y ranges from “exclusive atte
entertainment in the true tabloid to exclusive attention to politics, economics and society in
the ideal guality newspaper’” (Spar kshat& Tu
popular newspapers concentrate more on local crime and immigration than quality
newspapersn the end, tabloids share an aggtablishment position with populist parties and
a strong orientation against elites while exhibiting proximity the people.Quality
newspapers, on the other hand, are inclined to be more aligned with the status quo and
supportive of political elites (Mazzoleni et al., 2003: 8).

The ownership of the UK print media is similarly wdlimited.There ardour newspaper
groups— the Daily Mail and papersontrolled by Rupert Murdochrfie Surand The Time}
Richard DesmondThe ExpresandThe $ar) and the Barclay brother$ie Daily Telegraph
— possess about 75 per cent of daily newspapers sold, and gerticsdie a strictly
Eurosceptic policy on their journalists. Those circumstances have been fertile ground for anti
EU propaganda over many years, having prof
and have provided a major contribution to thergnin British public opinion since the late

1980s, since the country has become more Eurosceptic (Grant, 2008: 6).
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3.5Three Discourse Genres of Political Communication in UKIP

Populist parties such as UKIP frequently embrace political platformsdthatge from
their more mainstream antagonists, and analysing their specific versions of political trut
should confirm illuminating (Reren &odd, 2014: 24). Volosinov (1973) suggests the
presence of an organised set of discourses defined agspesc which are cohesive
organisation®f-c ont ent : “each period and each soc!
repertoire of speech forms for ideological communication in human behaviour. Each set of
cognate forms, i.e., each behavioural speech genretshasn corresponding set of themes".
In this occasion, | will focus on three main styles of political genre which will perfectly blend
in the corpus analysis we will see in the forthcoming chapter. However, | find significant to
here specify the materialollected for my research study and the more or less evident
peculiarities of each one, just because the analysis will work for an harmonisation in order to

focus on the three main issues concerning UKIP ideology and the Brexit campaign.

3.6 Election Manifestos

According to the Oxford dictionary, a manifesto refers to

A public declaration or proclamation, written or spoken; esp. a printed declaration, explanation, or
justification of policy issued by a head of state, government, or political partandidate, or any
other individual or body of individuals of public relevance, as a school or movement in the Arts

Election manifestos play a significant function in British campaigning. Their printing,
which in contemporary times has frequeriiBen combined with massive media distribution,
supports an archive of "authoritative statements of what the party plans to do in government”
(Dale, 2000: 7). In most cases, manifestos can also hit a popular emastiohabour's 1945
ard 1964 manifestos which pledged "social and economic reconstruction” and "modernisation

of the economy" respectively (Kavanagh 2000: 7). In addition, by way of
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their textual prominence, manifestos often establish the aspect and arguments of discourse i
campaign, and they are employed as a starting point by the party and/or its political
adversaries after elections, and by the media also to corroborate that their promises have been
realized, or to declare that they have not been honoured. The influeth@ithority observed
in this type of written communication has no comparison. This is the reason why there is no
wonder mani festos have drawn the attenti on
politics (see Pearce 2004, Edwards, 2012).

Inthisg udy, we wi | | investigate UKIP's popul

their manifestos (collected from 2005 to 2015).

Date Title N. Pages
2005 We Want our 8
Country Back
2010 Empowering the People 16
2014 Create an Edinquake 8
(European Parliament election:
2015 Believe in Britain 76

~ Table 1: UKIP Manifestos 2008015

The first thing to stress is the considerable amount of effort invested into campaigning. As
a matter of fact, a crucial elementaa@mpaigning is the adoption of manifestos to delineate in
detail the concept and models of a political group. Models of democracy are set inside
liability. A manifesto indeed serves as a significant criterion for evaluating the efficiency of a
governmentassuring furthermore its responsibility to voters with attention to the programs
and promises conceived in the text. Manifestos have been for a very long time an
indispensable script of political management, since significant references of informatien rela

to a party's position on an ample sphere of advancing argurttemtsild be reasonable to

HBack in the days, Roger Knapman was the leader.
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keep in mind though that, in an attempt to obtain power, manifestos may usually include high
standards andnpractical programs. The limits between politics and national ambitions are
becoming unfocused in several manifestos being published. It is important not to forget a
manifesto is a meaningful document deserving analysis in a democratic environment.
Howeve, it may also be plausible to affirm that when programs for development assume
political hues, it becomes hard for subsequent governments to look for recognition of their
reasons by employing the ideals preserved in a text, even if the topic treatedh had a
encompassing subject of national importance.

Election manifestos propose the concepts and principles of parties concurrently, at a
specific time point. Following Budge (1994), manifestos are produced on a regular basis, and
this tendency makes them angortant source to research position shifterdime (Laver &

Garry, 2000). Theifst element to highlight is how distinct is the widespread presence of
promotional language and markefluenced vocabulary into the field of manifesto writing.
Moreover, the mployment of metaphors seem to be the instrument for the creation of the
party image pictured through the manifestos. A restricted generic information can also be
constructed from the outcomes founded on the structure and the ideas contained in the
manifesos. One hypothesis is that there is a given structure basically followed by any
manifesto and, therefore, it could be possible to enlarge specific descriptions to include an
area which could be defined as the genre of political manifestos. In partigelaric
outcomes such as the use of the exclusive
structure, the adoption of the future tense and the present progressive feature can provide to
the definition of the genre of manifesto writing.

What isalso important is that different question areashich may interest aspect such as
immigration, economy, welfare and Europare organised under a subheading which will
present the topic area. This subheading delineates one definite group of polieydetaels

and goals are elucidated. Most certainly, t

57



since the electorate is able to implicitly realise that this is the function of these category of

texts.

writing: what they-seek to- sell is an ideology, their own vision of the world, and an ideal

However,

society that can be realised via voting the party into power (Savola, 2008: 111).

3.6.1The Genre of Online Editorials

| will take into account in this study a number of online editorials by Nigel Farage that

attempt to mobilise people by relying on planned controlling strategies in order to determine

t hei rsale asave gan alesérve rini progdtional s

the way media documents are presented. The editorials were all coltkoiad Brexit

campaign, which is to say from July 2015 until June 2016.

Date Tabloid/Quality Title Tokens
Press
31/07/2015 Farage for Breitbartf |t ' s t i me t 653
Referendum fight
09/08/2015 Farage for Breitbart| Calais Chas will get worse 482
rather then better
18/09/2015 Farage for Breitbart| The EU Juggernaut uses tt 677
migrant crisis to expand
powers
04/10/2015 Farage for Breitbart| Universities are rife with 793
EU propaganda. Join my
canpaign against it
11/10/2015 Farage for Breitbart| Hollande and Merkel come 812
to Srasbourg, and more ol
the ‘Leave’
16/10/2015 Farage for Breitbart| The TurkeyEU migrant 643
deal verges
new tides await8ritain
26/10/2015 Farage for Breitbart Government green 853

commitments means energ
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double price germans

08/11/2015

Farage for Breitbart

Why does Bar
White House hate the
United Kingdom

890

13/11/2015

Farage for Breitbart

Europe can’t
champagne cork back in th
open border bottles

761

26/11/2015

Farage for Breitbart

Need For A Robust,
Flexible and Value For
Money. UK Defence
Industry Is More Critical
Than Ever.

771

06/12/2015

Farage for Breitbart

After Ol dhan
Voting Reform to my
Bucket List

899

10/12/2015

Farage for Breitbart

UK Universities Hotbeds O
EU Propaganda Stories

From Breitbsa

766

20/12/2015

Farage for Breitbart

UK Migration Cover Up:
The Government Must
Release The REAL Figure:

Immediately

774

31/12/2015

Farage for Breitbart

Brussels Is Targeting UK
Fishermen Like Me, And
The UK Papers Ignore It

777

12/01/2016

Farage for Breitbart

ParrEuropean Migrant Rap
Story Response Highlights
The Contin

Unconditional Surrender

724

17/01/2016

Farage for Breitbart

Cameron Fiddles While ELU
Plans Massive Power Gral

696

22/01/2016

Farage for Breitbart

Thi nk

To Blame The Cologne

Labour

Attacks On Migrants

808

05/02/2016

Farage for Breitbart

Leave
Tal king Aboul
Ref er eWWku r@'a

“Vot e

346
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Allow It

13/2/2016

Farage for Breitbart

Why for the first time in 29

Question Time appearance

| applauded another memb:
of the panel

691

29/02/2016

Farage for Breitbart

Hurrah For Boris! The
‘Doubl e Refe
Must Surely Now Be Dad

854

13/03/2016

Farage for Breitbart

The SNP Is NOT A
Nationalist Party, And
That’' s Why
Campaign To Give Scotlan
To The EU

517

20/03/2016

Farage for Breitbart

Is Cameron REALLY
Going To Get
OnTheTampon Ta
Be So Sur

534

05/04/2016

Farage for Breitbart

The Unseen Referendum:
Tomorrow’”s D
Litmus Test On The

European Union

704

10/04/2016

Farage for Breitbart

The Designation Is This
We e k ... No wnité e
And Fight!

548

22/04/2016

Farage for Breitbart

Let’' s Get R
Obama Unconditionally
Open Borders To Mexico
As We’ ve Don
EU? No Chance!

674

15/05/2016

Farage for Breitbart

The Immigration Figures
Scandal Shows How
Powerless We Are Inside

The EU

453

29/05/2016

Farage for Breitbart

Hidden Plans EU Army
command center leaked

ahead Brexit vote

649

01/06/2016

Farage for Breitbart

Leave Tories. Now back

392
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UKIP Immigrdion Policies.

This means we can win.

05/06/2015

The Telegraph

Join my campaign to leave
the EU and get our country
back

833

16/06/2015

The Telegraph

It is 'bonkers' to stay in the
European Union

944

06/07/2015

The Telegaph

Greece votes No: The
European Union is dying

before our eyes

597

14/07/2015

The Telegraph

We will all be like Greece if

the EU gets its way

1036

29/10/2015

The Telegraph

Britain will be flattened if it
stays in the EU

751

02/12/2015

The Telegraph

Ukip will wipe out Labour
in the north-just as the
SNP did in Scotland

922

06/04/2016

The Telegraph

The Dutch referendum
shows how the internet is
taking back power from ou

Europhile elites

565

05/06/2015

Express.co.uk

Farage on Friday: EU
referendum a chance to
create a better Britain for

future generations

591

12/06/2015

Express.co.uk

Farage on Friday: There's
little doubt UKIP is the mos

demonised party in Briia

505

19/06/2015

Express.co.uk

Farage on Friday: David
Cameron is whistling in the
wind with pitiful EU reform

attempts

615

03/07/2015

Express.co.uk

Farage on Friday: The EU
does NOT care about wha

is best for Greece

326

18/07/2015

Express.co.uk

Farage on Friday: Britain

954
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would not only survive but
THRIVE out of the EU

31/07/2015

Express.co.uk

Farage on Friday: We nee
to be less frightened of
France to tackle Calais

chaos

363

21/08/2015

Express.co.uk

Farage on Friday: The day
of reckoning is coming for
Greece and the Europear

Union

452

25/09/2015

Express.co.uk

Together we can free
ourselves from the EU's
shackles, says Ukip leade|

NIGEL FARAGE

905

10/10/2015

Express.co.uk

EU"s “come o
is causing an exodus of
biblical proportions, says

Farage

307

30/10/2015

Express.co.uk

Nigel Farage: It's

of ficial

population surge is
TOTALLY out of cortrol

418

15/12/2015

Express.co.uk

The tide has turned' Nigel
Farage says poll shows
British public want OUT of
the EU

400

29/12/2015

Express.co.uk

Fishing farce shows why wi

must vote to leave EU

439

03/02/2016

Express.co.uk

Farage slams PM for 'uttel

surrender' to EU dictatorshi

443

08/02/2016

Express.co.uk

Nigel Farage: It costs £55
MILLION a day to be an

EU member and for what?

770

11/02/2016

Express.co.uk

Britain must leave the EU
and corrol own borders,

says Nigel Farage

480

26/02/2016

Express.co.uk

Nigel Farage: Debate

326
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Britain's broken borders

with me, Theresa May

27/04/2016

Express.co.uk

The EU's green ambitions
have cost thousands of job
in the UK, says Nigel
Farage

435

11/05/2016

Express.co.uk

Nigel Farage's EU diary:
‘Leave campaign MUST
woo Labour voters to win

referendum’

466

18/05/2016

Express.co.uk

Farage’s EU

liven up the debate

310

22/05/2016

Express.co.uk

Turkey joining the EU
would be a total disaster fag

Britain, says Nigel Farage

305

01/06/2016

Express.co.uk

Stop migrants trying to
reach Britain by boat or fac
more chaos, says Nigel
Farage

277

21/06/2016

Express.co.uk

Nigel Farage: Why we mus
vote LEAVE in the EU

referendum

1046

20/10/2015

UKIP

This Referendum is not
about leaving Europe. It is
about our EU membershig

230

10/11/2015

UKIP

Nigel Farage responds to tt
Prime Minister's speech or
the EU

88

12/04/2016

UKIP

Farage calls out the IMF
It's only protecting its own

as it always does

282

03/05/2016

UKIP

Farage and Boris clear
favourites to represent

Leave in TV debates

284

09/05/2016

UKIP

UKIP Leader Nigel Farage
responds to the PM's EU

speech

166
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26/05/2016 UKIP UKIP response to latest 364
immigration figures
19/04/2016 The Sun THIS is how we should 595

control our borders, says

Ukip leader Nigel Farage

20/06/2016 Mirror Britain should be a proper 409
democracy and the only we

that can happen is Brexit

~ Table 2: Online editorials by Nigel Farage (July 2615ne 2016)

Apparently, online versions of nepapers present the use of language which is fresh,
topical and current. The purpose is to develop a systematic analysis of the texts, understanding
their meaning and determining the level of implication of discourse in media texts and be
capable of providig interpretation as to why and in which manner discourse operates.
Foll owing Van Dijk (2006), since “manipul a
abuse, it should be studied by Critical D
discoursehat is mainly conveyed to foment people having determined reactions functional to
the writer’”s political doctrine. | deol ogy,
same field of national support and of opposing, insulting and blaming tb¢ her ’ . Fol
academic, in addition, manipulation is studied through a triangular methodology: social,
cognitive and discursiveEventually, it will be ggnificant the effect of lexical choices in
finely nuanced persuasion and the relevance of scheorgamization of editorial discourse

(Scollon, 1998).

3.6.2Political Speeches

As Schaffner affirms, in political di scou
when it rel ates the details of Il i 9. AsaticC
consequence, reading the surface of politic
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obvious. With the lack of awareness about context and discourse, people may only be able to
comprehend his/her speech in a mileeel perspective.

UKIP political speeches by Nigel Farage were recorded during the above mentioned Say
No to Europe Tour from September 2015 to March 2016 and posted online. For the purposes

of this study, eight speeches were transcribed, as reported below:

Date City Tokens
06/09/2015 Yeovil 3207
14/09/2015 Belfast 5785
12/10/2015 Gateshead 4262
23/10/2015 Swansea 3341
20/11/2015 London 4157
27/11/2015 Basingtoske 4113
16/03/2016 Peterborough 4120
18/03/2016 Bath 3200

Table 3: Politcal Speeches by Nigel Farage (September 20&fch 2016)

Speeches can be used to question or strengthen dominant cultural, political and beliefs.

According to Uvehammer (2005), the primary intention of political speech is to persuade the

audience of theublic speaker by selecting the most influential linguistic instruments. Thorne

(1997) asserts that a good quantity of people hold to be true that language manipulates
thought. Therefore, from the moment language is manipulated, so are the real mecbanisms
thought. It follows that when the listeners feel that their opinions are accepted and sustained,

the speaker instituted linkage to the principles that they aspire to communicate.
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CHAPTER 4

Populism as Discourse

4.1 Investigating the Two Sides of a Message

A key element to keep in mind when investigating a (nat)populist discourse is that a
populist party has a dissenting and opposing message on purpose, often alleged to be
alongside the working class while deprecating thc o mmonl y named ‘el it
are operating against their interests. This way, these parties are bétidnegrofiting from
the dissatisfaction of the general public for political gain (Betz, 1993). In addition, the fact
that populists feel certaito have an autonomous powerbase means that they feel entitled to
react to elite anger not by retracing their steps or showing diffidence, but with provocation
and indeed accentuation of their first observation. Furthermore, for the reason they are not
asp ring to impress the ‘best peopl e’ , t he |
direct, straightforward and without nuance.

A considerable number of scholars have noticed that-vightn g popul i st par
are more inclined to state hodyliopinions through a rhetoric of exclusiofwhich is
ingrained not only in the explicit but also in the latent language they use (Riggins, 1997;
Wodak, 2003). As expected a good part of discourse remains unspoken, and this kind of latent
information may b figured out by the addressees from shared knowledge or mental outlooks
and thus created as part of their mental models of the event or action represented in the
discourse (van Dijk, 2000).
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As a matter of fact, metaphors and other figures of speecha infrequently used by
politicians in political communication as instruments to help people to make sense out of the
political sphere (Edelman, 1964).

In view of that, | will display in this chapter, through a merely qualitative content analysis,
how both clear and hidden language is adopted to communicate hostility stances and their
outstanding features. Nonetheless, this rgdtire inter/multdisciplinary corpus analysis
will disclose an atmosphere saturated with skepticism and doubt thatisya@entemporary
studies have recognised this mood to constitute an increasing aspect of advanced neoliberal
societies. This discourse investigation will seek to uncover the way a speech, an editorial or a
manifesto exploited the precariousness and wowofethose Farag and UKIP claimed to
represent he “ordinary, d e-iodustrial NprteEagd, ISeuthvest,fWalesh e p
and eastern coastal depressed peripheries, so much confined by the global market economy

they were desperately looking foragegoats. And a supplier.

4.1.1 InGroup Favouritism and the Negative Other

The UKIP party in general and their Leave campaign especialbgty#did themselves as a

people’s revolution”, ready to “ ftesKSmithp ac k

2016 64).

(Us vs. Them) Polarizatiomerogation National SeltGlorification

1) "The EU’s (them) |espsafeAs b buredueratis clum éhere)ritakas guy) poorer

Membership of this union stops us actingaar own national interest, forcing (us) to be representdsy

unelected old men in Brussels

2) “ A nodr weaknesghe weakness of our leaddras actuallyallowed in our country the creation of a

parallel society ( Basingstoke 16/ 10/2015)
3)«x And act ual | enfromharpolitiwed Eadees, irstleis case a radical Islam, is we have seen

appeasement, we have seemlessnessve have seen a total failure of leadership. » (Basingstoke 16/10/2015)
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4) " Davi d Camer on biggeshcheer)eadeistheavhode Eardpe foitl €urkish
membershipof EU ( Express 21/ 06/ 2016)

5“This is yet another example of how ohafoolishwn ci ti z
stupidity of the preEU political class( t h e(BExpréss 11/02/2016)

6)" Fr a mpl&id speaking), itisnotstrongtosayh at we’' ve (us) bygaoutpoldgidaliclgssbeen be

(them) who in the name of us, of telling a betrayal agreerhamé given away ouirthright ...”

7" We have to reach out wa yculd reactopeaple Whe generdllynds hoevote a n d
at all. For them, the arguments that most are likely to convince are mifideitin our country and the total
necessity to c(Breitbartdod10/20059% bor der s.”

CDA inspects the power relations, ideatj manipulations, and hegemony (Rahimi &
Sahragard, 2007: 1). As a significantly influential academic research, it has stressed the fact
that beliefs manipulations are articulated, executed, maintained and, sometimes, indoctrinated
through discursive fraeworks. According to van Dijk (1983L0), macrestrategies like the
negative otherepresentation that are strictly bound with Polarization and Us vs. Them have
turned out to be very detailed criteria for the assessment of certain political positioas. On
micro-level, it comprises of course language and discourse.thlsm polarization was one of
the most widespread methods of ideological manipulation in UKIP politics: it reflects the
conflict between us- oppressed nation and therthe supranational pav detained by the
European Union based in Brussels-tUs em pol ari zation we can s
EU s open borders make us l ess safe”, re\
ideologies that groups generate and employ for recognizihgdentifying themselves within
the organisation of societal structures and affiliations. Conflicts between us and them in

sentences | i ke “we’ve actually been betraye

selfdetermination and identity malgn

Nationalistic energies have been relighted thanks to a compelling rhetorical combination of
nostalgia, resentments and imagined destiny (Parry, 2016: 63). Analytical classifications such
as national selglorification constitute the schemes adopted gositive selpresentation.
Positive references are usually employed to praise for their own country, its values, history

and fundamental s. Il n other words our own n
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colleagues have currently perfected this didton into a more largely suitable scale that
distinguishes between-group connection (related to patriotism) anegmoup glorification
(related to nationalism) (Roccatsal 2006: 698). That means the moregmoup glorification,

the more apology fahe misconducts, and the less guilt (Castano & Sorolla, 2007: 810).

In political discourse, derogatory words are part of the semantic component of any
language to reach specific responses from the audience. For what concerns the semantic
macrostrategyof derogation of ougroup, it necessary to highlight it is a semantic device to
deemphasise (van Dijk, 2000). In fact, the process of derogation may entail prejudiced
opinions such as in the phrosasdeidedlogigal confite | e c t
Derogation have been largely used for materialising the primary ideological purpose of
Negative Other Representation vs. Positive -Belpresentation. Farage shows political
subjects on a spontaneous platter by downgrading his political enemies {céade, 2007:

274). This stratagem, quite noticeablefit lhé gge st cheerl eade+ i n
referred to former PM David Camererirequently confirms to be valid and profitable when

he is affecting the delicate issue of political frustratiohanly among companion politicians,

but also among the elective public. It is important not to overlook that the characterisation of
Cameron as a cheerleader discloses how much British politicians are portrayed as -eunuchs
“gut | esaaordisgstd th former UKIP leader, completely enslaved to a German
European bureaucracy. Nonetheless, the characteristics associated with men in western culture
(grouped under the term ‘“traditionalactiweascul
role, as opposgkto the typicallypassivequ al i ti es often associate
(their) weakness, the weakness of our | ead
voters being disillusioned with mainstregoulitics, politically indifferent ones and the
‘“decent’ peopl e, Farage’'s plan of a straigl

might actually result extremely effective
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Anot her efficient strategy noticeabl e ir

“victimisationleg’'iarwhipclesenhedpaspthe unf e
the repercussions of the political elite’s
about nations such in the examples “open b
(them) it makes (us) poorer’” or bl aming “for

methods to focus on their bad nature and represent the consequenggaeips and odt

groups in polarization.

4.1.2 Repetitions

Repetition is a frequent tool in poliit rhetoric. It consists in the repetition of the same
word or group of words at the start of various subsequent sentences, to underline an image or
theory, or to persuade the reader or audience. As a matter of fact, politicians regularly use it to
stimulae audiences or readers to keep in mind critical features of their speeches. Repetition
has an effect of accretion and insistence, therefore it focuses and emphasizes on what the

speaker needs his audience to remember (Chimbaehiadg2013: 282):

8)Ournmessage i n Ietesion waslsimpleSAY N torEaropean UnioBut we alssay NO to
the culture of paperworkperformance tar gets and spMO to uncontrolled immigratigrNO to a society in
which everything is regulateand dissent is suppised by fear and political correctne$2005 Manifesto, R.
Knapman)

9) “Outside the EUJwe can manage our bordeasmd decide who we want to come and live and work in the
UK. EU rules stop us from doing thiReducing Fuel Poverty:Outside the EU, we can algh EU lawsthat
add hundreds of pounds to household energy bills. " |

10) “ S owhyl bigepmpanies| getwhy bigbusinessand in many ways | gethy big politics likes the
European Union."”

11) “ Yo ulook moaour passport. Lookn your passport Apart for the fact it has changed colour
everybody used to be, one of e words on the British passport it says European Unford that passport is
now held by fouhundred eightyfive million peopleand any one of them at any tirhas the ability and free
access to come to our country."”

12)“But t o wecknavin this Referendbrant to hand on our children and grandchildren the
liberties and freedom thate were born into and wish to maintaMvecan win this Referendyrwe can beat the
establishment” ( Swansea 23/ 10/2015)
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1 3) " | hadptanned! had plannedo ask him who the hell he thought he wafswhy anybody have ever
voted for himandwhy we di dndét hav e, dndvehy heoasdeing pagedmenoneyvihan h i m
Obama " (Bel fast 14/09/2015)

1 4 We will workwith anybodywe will shareplatform with anybodyWe will do whatever it takewe want
our country backwe d o n fostaywnambers of the European Union and we recognized and underatand th
we wo ntlig Refaréndum unless we get significant numbers of people from the-lefntrepolitics to vote
to leave the EU as well” (Yeovil 06/09/2015)

Repetitions help to set the crucial hedeas
leading themes favourite to the speaker. The frequency of words is an ordinary characteristic
of Farage' s speeches that someti mes bring
expressions of ideologies, discourses shape individual and collectigeimmsness, and

awareness persuades people’s processes. Th
assertions, discourse solidifies knowledge (Jager & Maier, 2009) and manifests, forms and
facilitates social reality. In addition, repetition of the mpanwe a s  wercan ‘win this
Referendum”, “we don’t want to stay member

our border s” | can be considered as <cal cul a

proud British into conveying and demonstratingease of selfespect and patriotism.

4.1.3 Number game and Epistemic Modality

Number gameis one of the measures that intend to underscore objectivity, hence
enhancing credibility (Hart & Lukes, 2007: 103). lBaling van Dijk (2000: 75), numbers
represent the fact against mere opinions and impressions. Numbers, as we can observe in
figures | ike “that passpor,tre utilssed nvithwhe precised by
aim to achieve a more powerful impact in politically experienced catchphfameBos et al.

(2011), instead, number strategy refers to how-imétirmed a politician is about the political

topic discussed. In theory, voters base their electoral choice on solid groundsig@€hdao0
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net per year or even half a millonalthough how quantitative evidence will turn out
convincing is still a limited component for a successful persuasion:

15)“Even more money wil/| be saved b¥106hilioreirp2p8ng EU
andwill cost £356 bilion by 2018( according to a 2009 estimate from Op
16)“The 2008 Climate Change Athatdostmome tlsam mA5ead
householdinthe UK We wi I Il scrap this Act..” (Euro Manifesto

17) “Rai se t Ipaying4b peecsnhiocbnek tak to £55,008nd introduce a new intermediate tax
rate of 30 per cent dncomes ranging between £43,500 and £55,002015 General Election Manifesto)

18)* Home Of fi ce f i gurteasin the previaus t2nOygaB pesot theve were 240,000
main applicants, not including dependent®f those, 83,000 were granted asylunor given some form of
humanitarian protection.” (Breitbart 07/08/2015)

19)” And t hat p a & pndliontpegilesandraoyane &f thénd at ény time, has the ability and
free access to come to our country” (Swansea 23/ 10/
net migration per yeawill be running at 185,000 That seems awfully low given the curreet/él we are
running at is330,000 peryear ” ( Express 30/10/2015)

2 1) ‘het migration would be (high probability) even highperhaps up td00,000 net per yeaior even
half a million each year.” (Express 21/ 06/2016)

Discourse on immigration in the UKas in most part of Western Europe, is characterized by an

increasing politicization of immigration as we can infer from all those number reports. The term

politicization” (Col ombo, 2013: 170) is take
immigraion question, until it becomes a central part of the political agenda (Krzyzanowski & Wodak,

2009).

For what concerns the definition of epistemic modality, we are referring to a modal verb
adopted to express the s pe aikiemoddity conrernsihe n al
class of knowledge the speaker or writer has about what he is saying or writing. It deals in fact
with what the speaker or writer is aware about the world. Besides, it entails that the speaker
evaluates the probability that theoposition is true in terms of the modal certainty,
probability or possibility (Downing & Locke, 1992: 332). Seven modal auxiliary verbs are
generally employed to communicate epistemic modalising meardagscould, may, might,

need, will, wouldGarzone2001: 169) Specifically, epistemic modality expresses prediction
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(e.g.will, would) and/or probability if considered what Farage states in example number 7,

thatisinet mi grati on would be even higher”. Wi
writer’s (or speaker’s) approach towards a
Il n sum, the future events referred to were
happen.

4.1.4 Deontic Modality and Negative Politeness

AsUKIP' s spokesperson and charismatic | eade
considered indispensable to accomplish this Eufmgee desired world through linguistic
expressions of deontic modality indicating degrees of essentiality, attractivenelss, an
immediate necessity of proposed policies and change. Deontic language consists in a semantic
category that i1illustrates “the deoghemsaftot o w
the state of affairs in t e0lOn}7). mfadditoa, daoric n p
phrases often indicate some kind of process apropos that ideal. According to the approach
foll owed by Pal mer, deontic modality is 1in:
attitude towards possible actions by himseland ot hers” (1986: 121) .

The exaggerated description of the highly deontic auxiliary vetbsu c h a s is' mu st
notably interesting for the intention of party positioning as they reveal degrees of attractive

guality and necessity:

22) “The ronBryi twaiyn figge muskidaR™ o 2 0Weby :G. E. Mani fest o)

23) “Rel i gi ousmust oohteash hatmach df the \westérrs watdl must be congruent with

British values Sharia courts must not override UKlaw (2010 G. E. Mani festo)

2 4 Wedo not have to be members of the EU in order to trade withthe Er any ot her count
G.E. Manifesto)

25) “ .but what | d we mugs gbsokltely naake surestativee do rethighoaehcourage
people to seek srceuhtmmgheoe 'cso nset aftreosm iMe dtihtier r anean. ” (Ye
26) “1f you wa nthen yoo hadeado sayhN® doeEurbpedn tJgian, take back control of our

country, take back control of our bordemd perhaps get back some of our pride andrssffect that those

generations who went before us had.” (Gateshead 12/
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27) " I f i themEUyshobla fbllove theeexample of Australighich, in 2008, made it clear that
mi grants arriving by boats wolytaiti28/66682015\mak e Austr al i a

2 8 Yhese measures are utterly disproportionate and wamyGeorge Eustice, our minister in charge

of Fisheries, should hang his head in shame for not standing up to the Brussels bulligsBr ei t bar t 28/

For what concernshé connection between speech acts and politeness Leech (1999: 117)
chooses to call Searl e’ s ‘“directive’ acts
‘competitive’ nature of these 1illocutions.
class of ats, whose most explicit linguistic phenomenon is constituted by the imperative
mood. Its use entails the absence of alternative for the listener/reader apart that to obey.
According to Larreya ( 20@éodtically mbdal)zed futulees us e
specifically present in very for mal regi st
absolutely make sure that we do nothing to
country”). He suggests furtditer momepaolhiat i ¢ dle
particular construction types and other formal registers reflects a particular formula of the

genre, which we can see in certain pragmatic effects.

Mor eover, i n the reported exampl @¢speechesp m t
it is interesting to notice that besides tI
be members of the EU in order to trade witdt

you have to say NO to Bohiopepaol Unéemess ([Flaa
the audience in an act of justice on the actual necessity ordered by an extrinsic adthority

which is Farage itself in this caset h a t t he modal have to' e
audience is recognised as abletcdede f or t hemselves on the
political doctrine. On a general point of view, contemporary UKIP politeness strategy has
always signified appearing moderate and boc
their common enemyWhat it comes out is that the mitigation of the directive illocutionary

force relying on the use of modal such as
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reported) can be attributed to the deontic significance of the modal: it comnesnimatal

obligation (advice), resulting in being | es

4.1.5 Blends: Proximization Theory

ODC6S I nevi t abConstrugienoftthre@tiisting specific consequences

The performance of crisis, essence of any potentiaignacing implications, is a

compelling strategy in political debate. Farage indeed linked together a number of recognised

failures as sympt oms attributed to a cru
immigration policy of migrants from Northern Afaginadequacy of British independence in
gl obal trade negotiations, the “destructi

European human rights. (Bossetta, 2014. 4). The first two of the main features of the
Proximization Theory concentrates on thain principles of fear project construction through
language:

29) 7 But perhaps one of the consequences of our bei
this referendum more than any othetlie consequence of us now having a total opeddsdo nearly half a
million peoplé ( Swansea 23/ 10/ 2015)

3 0 ) futdre inside the European Union would meam population rising ever fasteat a completelyput of

control and irresponsible rate {(Express 21/06/2016)

Discourse Space Theory d@® facb absorbed within Proximization Theory: it consists in
linguistic references to evoke closeness of the external threat to ask for consent (Cap, 2013:
294). Sometimes these quotasostimulate a mental threahere ODC crosses the space to
invade thelDC. As a consequence, Discourse Space peripheral enétiesdmicmigrantg
are predicted to physically unify upon the Discourse Space central entities (speaker,

addressees).

4.1.6 Exaggeration, Dramatisation, Dystopia
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It is frequent politicias intentionally adopt stratagems like exaggeration to emphasise

certain concepts and to intensify eloquence when rhetorically predicting dystopian situations:

31) "1 f we Re mdihaverlbeuhe sameaganOur gublic servicewill be pushedto the

point of failure and our national securiwill be greatly weakened as EU open borders expand further still.

Al bertazzi (2007: 335) defines “dramati sat

buil d up S uppor tenouncimg the trapedies thmtawould/ befall the b
community if it were to be deprived of its
“wi || never be the same again” since soci al

(we could also recarect to the prediction in epistemic modality). Farage of course refers to a
(perceived) crisis to build up a dystopian narrative in case of an IN victory in the referendum.
It appears clarly stated in example n.11 thtae polarization implied by the fiorer UKIP

frontman preferably affects sudategories of outgroups (the EU in this case) in order not to

directly blame human beings but rather elites wicked immigration policies.

4.1.7 UKIP Narrative and Dystopic Consequences of a Remain Future

The performance of crisis, root of any potentially threatening implications, is an effective
plan in political debate. As a matter of fact, Farage linked together a number of perceived
failures as symptoms attributed firrespoasibleé cr unm
immigration policy of migrants from Northern Africa, a scarcity of British independence in
gl obal trade negotiations, the *“destructi c
European human rights. (Bossetta, 2014: 4). The first two @fntlin features of the
Proximization Theory concentrates on the main principles of fear project construction through

language:

Dystopia (antiutopia)i ODC6 S I nevitably Fast Growth

32)* To Remain would mean notrecordlsghlevelsbutami gr a
rates eveimigher in the future asthe likes of Turkey and others becofu# EU member$




By narrating every single sentence as a future world in agony (hence dystopian), where the
victory of the Remain side is envisaged as nothingoloe with a pessimistic outlook, there
are in these examples typical hi ghlights of

and cultural environment (Kurl#res, 2016: 431).

Construction of threat listing specific consequences

A nationalpopulist party pursues an agenda which is firmly opposed to the European
Union or other institutions of supraational governance, a depicted situation where countries

have irretrievably lost control of their domestic power:

33) AWith a p dignwpenlioiderawitroTurkegodild bmea tbtal disastef or our countr

According to Cap (2013: 208), to specify the effects of a permanence within the Political
Uni on concretises the ODC in terms osides,i ts \

even on (apparently) long distances.

Verbs in the progressive (spatial) and Dramatisation

34) «Sharinga land border with Syria, Iraq and Iran (referred to Turkeyyld be madness

The presence of verbs in the progressive (sharing) suggestseaess of the threat (spatial
and temporal proximization), and the employment of modal auxiliaries (would) pave the way

gradually for a change from the secure psisttés quo anjdo an obscure future.

Verbs in the progressive (spatial and temppraltmber game, outgroup

35) “Security bolSIS@&ealrdadyenteringBuropead | ah@gte number s’

3 6 Net thigration nowregurarly runningat over300,000 every yedr

37)“Invest an extr&12 billion into the NHS; put £5.2 billion more into social care build a dedicated
military hospital and abolish hospital parking char

38) «The same Euthatis expecting an influnf an additionabne million migrants this year aloneith the

EU" s owns officiabhsawhrophean i mminent ¢
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In the list of sentences reported above the ODC has already invaded the IDC, hence the
emphasis on the emergency situation about net migration. Particularly significant for the
campaign the game will be the numbers game: this refemakhowledgeable a politician is
about the political topic discussed. Theoretically, voters base their electoral preference on
substantial grounds even though whether quantitative evidence could be convincing is still a
partial element for a successful peasion. Moreover, clearly stated in the example n.6 is the
polarization implied by the populist party which also affectscatiegories of outgroups (the
EU in this case) in order not to directly blame human beings but the wicked immigration

policies.

39) British people (US) who are keen to work, but wholbees have been madso much harder by our
irresponsible political establishment(THEM) who have opened up our borders and have the ability to limit the
number of those coming from the Eastern Europe.

4 0 We rhustonce agaitbecomeaselffover ni ng, independent nation that

In a polarized construction,-group actors often present themselves as victims. This kind
of selfpi t y l i ngui sti cal | wf unwilling otiserdirected tsabjectsF a r a ¢
through the wuse of passive verbal fpoeerompd et’o

for seltcentered purposes.

Diachronic Strategy

In a kind of speech that refers to mostly sceptic and unorganizewvéodipit is easy to
find historical flashbacks and a narrative buildl of the current situation, which both engage
proximization strategies (Cap, 2013: 297):

41) “ 1’ ts iv¥40we hgdpoliticianshvithtgenuine patriotic couragkis time it is not the
politicians that can save this country but the pedptbey have selfconfidenceand bel i eve i n Br it
In this example, Farage works on a diachronic level: he evokes situation of a remote past
proximized to underline continuity, thus kimg the current policy. Once agaithe mark on
inclusive operation working on polarization of US vs. THEM (as aforementiaegdals to

bestrong in the frameworf nationatpopulist parties.



4.1.8 Proximization Theory Analysis

The final part of thischdagper dedi cated to Farage editor.i
axiological proximization, or the ideological construction of a clash between Discourse Space
| CD’s Cent+WéstEnrtn tCiewsi | i zati on and Discou
Islamic Courries. But before exploring this thorny issue, it is primary to highlight thaPU
has been reporting for years about a damag
and lined up media. The MEP certainly complains that immigration has made pé#ns of
country appear ‘unrecognisabl e’ and | ike
adhesion to increased immigration from Islamic countries thus linking its policy of
Euroscepticism, which usually has less public significance, with the conEeémmigration,

which has a much higher salience among the electorate (To&wli€2015: 148)

42) “What ab o uourwbntepby tefugeesandimemigtantss? f”
43) “She (Margot Par ker, UKI P’ s ME P )thatrourgppen Hopr we nt
policy to people from countries when®men are treatedassecond class citizens had directly led to increase

in sex assaults ”

Abundant pluralization of the effected entities

4 4 ) we'rdmbin in this Union we will beven more vulerable to terrorisnfdystopia) and to thkinds of
sceneghatwesawi n Col ogne on New Year's Eve”

The crystal clear reference to the Col ogne
80 women who reported sexual assaults and robbery by Analomiew Year's Eve and the
angry reaction to the episode presented a space where ODC overlapped the IDC and the pivot
of the fear construction built on scaremongering attributed to UKIP and populist parties on a

wider framework in academics studies.

Central national vs peripherdl international interests



All of the negative events of the last years, according to editorials which constitute only a
marginal part of a much wider and diversified corpus campaign, are caused by the UK
permanence within h  EU whi ch f ol l ows their own aim
sovereignty. The solution and leitmotiv offered by the (former) UKIP leader belongs to a

direct causation easy for the public to understand:

45) " The al t ethisnsdahativesveteta Leaveatdké baak tontrol of our democracyandtake
back control of our borders”

4 6 We rhust leave the European Union sthat not only canvages increasédor British workers butso
thatliving standards rather than decliningcamt art goi ng upo

47)AThejobs of British people - and the jobs of the five million Europeans who work heage
not dependent on EU membershigndwill be safewhenwe leave the EU

By these last reported examples it comes to light that in-wgkd parties, the
implememt ati on of the notions of a ‘“third way’
cautiously adopted to present themselves as the onlgstatlishment force in support of the

volonté générale

4.2 Selfldentification in UKIP

Several studies dve demonstrated the way of escalation about social taboos against
publicly declared xenophobic opinions has contributed to an advancement of discursive
strategies that show negative idea of *out s
from accuses of racism and chauvinism. First of all, it is primary to put out that UKIP has
been complaining for years of a prejudicia
parties: their manifesto has been labelled as a political programme combitilpglaical
establishment populism, a quest to return to the status quo ante (including the priority to
preserve the national identity), and welfare chauvinist racism and xenophobia. As the
foll owing selected samples foom &atesahebBrde

editorial, report:



48) “ I said tbheese what i eobbihs-BuropesnTheredvasseeen a formvex ' r e

Tory Chancellothe other week he was incredibly snobby aboutushaed s ai d we' 'We denophobe

xenophobesWe ' r e not agawerstea@aangmhiodegd btuhat i mmi gration in
1960's, and the 1970’'s, and the 1980’'s, and the 199
we had as a country apen mim about control migration into Britain” ( Gat eshead 12/ 10/ 201

49) “"Andm not against, we're not ppolica But bwannawirstieisnsi bl

referendum so that we have stopped an open door to half a billion people as se taat put in place and
Australianst yl e point system so we can decide who comes t

This defence from overplayed accusations employed by political opponents constitute part
of a peculiar type of biased position that identifi@sism with something but compulsory and
physically violent. A sort of amiss intolerance coming from thegvatiped establishment,
where political parties and their supporters seek to position themselves as ordinary, normal
and reasonable (Ashe, 2015: 1b)n addi t i on, ‘“race tal k’ and
been usually considered an undeniable element of extremeniigipiparties, but UKIP could
be rather defined as a slightly nationalist riglmg movement which succeeded in
intercepting NortherEn gl and’ s | et down Labour voters f

As a matter of factpopulists rhetoric expresséess sues in a ‘“frank’ m

solutions are most of timesraightforwardso as the discursive practises employed:

50) fiFor too many yearsrgy criticism of immigration numbers or its effects on society have been shut down
by the | oud (Breithart 22/01/20t6a c i s mo .

5 1) A fAankty, to have opened up the doors irresponsibly to countries where the minimum wage is a tenth
of whatitisn t hi s ycoouu ndtirdynéd t have tdd yobhte wosk out avltakweas goiegetd e nt i
happen 6 (London 20/ 11/ 2015)

5 2 ) fffankly | think it was wholly irresponsiblgf our politicians, of our governments to have allowed
this to hapdpld/l0R2@%)Gat eshea

His speeches can be explained as atterg@iting, blunt and highly straightforward, which

not usually follow the rules of politeness and diplomacy.

4.2.1 Victimization as SeHRepresentation
In the examples previously reported and aredyisis possible to notice, between lines,

t hat when the ‘others’” tend to be depicted



associated with threats, then thegmoup is in turn represented as a victim of this

proxi mi zed’ |tepresentations eficbupterea an ithts pant of investigation are

used to del egitimize (van Leeuwen & Woda
their own stances reflected in the social memory (van Dijk, 2000) of the group. More to the
point, thespeaker/writer tergkto alter or deceive the manipulative intention of inclusion and
exclusion. Such an alteration generates positive or negative beliefs on the part of the
listeners/readers.

This is exactly what occurs when Farage applies the movivefsion in order to
emphasize thait is not the Otherswho are discriminated against, blleandOur* i nsi de

deicticc ent er’ (Cap, 2013: 294):

5 3 Qut political clasover the last few decadéave lost confidence in this counthave lost confidence in

ourpeople t hey don’'t t hitnslandwrdurown tgoofeetto govem wyselves, to make our

own | aws, to make our own trade deals and to contr ol
54)“But the real point i s t hiospointiathe whbledf theltwothaursn e d
ever turned to |l ook at me amod Idosnditd tthd nhkjdowedw l'arsea igdo

And | could see | actually cut him to the ewusinaek bec

so is the people iestminster have just not thought this country was good engugitdid not believe we were

capable of running our own lives without being part of some giant undemocratic Europeari cluf Be |l f a s
14/09/2015)

During his pubt statements, the UKIP leader has often resorted to a deceitful inclusive
operation as part of a populist strategy where the singular first person propaloes not
refer to Farage and the audience itself, but to the Juggernaut EU and/or the BritashelRar

and their mistaken political choices:

55) “Since wd'OWve mihsethakenly op e thatdre ndt lbong éscaping frone ¢ o u
Communism, countries that were incredibly poor, net migration even on the official figures it was runaimg at t
times per annum what it did froma P8 r peri od. And | am not against, w

i mmi gration policy.

5 6 Anti now we have agreed to send them six billions on a vane prontisey woul d st and th

coming acrosshie Mediterranean every single day. But it get worse than Wiat!a t we've agreed

Brussels ighat they will be by the summer of this year \/fe@e access for sevensgven million Turks to come
into the European Uni onwe'wanfedtae rdatichship WitB the? Eurbpe Joh&dherof ” B u
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neighbourly coexistence, not one whave signed up to that currencpot onewhere we surrendered total

control of our borderand not one where our laws are made somewhere else and whenprgme&Court of our

|l and can be overruled by a court in Luxembourg or S
58) “By restoring Br i wdlesshwhenave sighed we to thé Bh(ROL5 Genetali ¢ h
Manifesto)
59)* How can i twe tme opekgphour bdrdera tbtally and unconditionally to the, Bllbwing
anyone with an EU passport to come?” (Mirror19/06/ 20

So, when Nigel Farage maintains that *“we”
were not escaping from Communism anymore, thate ” agreed to send s
(to Turkey) to contain mass flood because *

EU, he is employing the three ceassues of the party altogether: amimigration, anti

establishment and ,of coursetiaBU.

4.3 Threat Construction of a NegativeOther

I n this eternal fight which sees | ined u
according to van Dijk (2000: 222), the overall strategy of most of the so called minority
political discourse is t@mphasize positive properties of us against the rivals. For example,
polarization of US vs. THEM has been implied by the populist party which also affeets sub
categories of outgroups (the EU in this case) in order notregathli blame human beings but

weakimmigration policies:

60) “So, those arguments but uncontrolled mass i mn
and gentlemen this is now al/l taken a very new, anc
becausevhatwe saw in Aprilof | ast year was Mr. Juncker , the Comm

going to embark upon a European Union common asylum polick Pet er bor ough 16/ 03/ 201

6 1 Jmmigration is not about race; it is about spacdmmigrants are not the problem; it is the current
immigration system that is broked (2015 G. E. Mani festo)

62) “At the moment, the European Union’s common a!
checking anybodywosldshyahatkvg mustinet dlbwa cadnpassion to imperil our safety ”
(Yeovil 06(09/2015)

In any event, the very first characteristic affixed to whatever kind of migrants coming to

the country is in terms of their figures: the exaggeration of prospective uncontrolled migration
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threats incoming to the UK from the rest of the world, thealted scaremongering speech to
national citizens, the threat construction of metaphors concerning floods of immigrants and
the tactic to blame the EU and their elites as responsible for ingegurihe European

mainland, and of course in their own country:

63)"When | SI'S say they wil | withdiw hundresl thousagd ohtheir owni d e
jibadistsl t hi nk we  Hvé humded thorgand Imaysnot denrealistibutwh at i f it' s fiv
what i f it's fiyveomenaordfedhand SalSrea@drorists’ suspec
all the Americans in Tunisia has been seen getting ¢

6 4) “ ha%els&d they will use the migrant tide to flood the European continenhafth million of their

jihadists Now, evenif that figure is wrong | would suggest even fittyousand is too manyven if only one

percent of that figure is right, | wouklbggest fivethousand is too many would suggesfive-hundred is too

many. It only took eight to cause that destruction in Paris the othersnight we need t o be caref

65)“To the point i s that open door tculanyiingerestedinon ev
politics or selfgovernment or sovereignty. Every one of us can see how fundamentally society has changed over
the course of the last twelve yeafsn d whob6ve been the winner from this"

big multinational companiesbecausethey now have access to unlimited cheap labowand what that has

done to the lives ahillions of ordinaryd e c e n t British familiesand tidtsdédrdrvie

down their living standards and for government, forLabur and Conservative they’v
the living standards of ordinary decent taxpaying-&ding people in this country, is in my view a complete
and utter disgrace.”

(Peterborough 16/03/2016)

To legitimate actions and policies (only ligies for UKIP), the speaker proposes to
neutralize the negative impact of foreign and antagonistic entities (Cap, 2013: 293).
Moreover, it is possible to observe, through the samples reported above, the menace outlined

by the high numbers of immigrantengeived by the population, the sense of loss of national

identity and, on the other hand, “the comp
the state investment destined to i mmigrat.i
118).

4.4 |-n Group Pronouns
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As stated in the previous chapter on methodology, the strategic adoption of pronouns,
address terms and personal mentions merge
political ideas and moral positions. In addition, it is inmpot to say that in politics the
concepts of ideology and identity are closely bound with the use of pronouns. As a matter of
fact, pronouns can indicate (or hide) community and individuality (Fairclough 2003), or they
can be empl oy e d refe@ncing osas k Wwdy to divide représéntatiohs -of in
groups and outgroups (Van Dijk, 2001). The meaning of pronouns is deeply conditioned by
“the soci al and political ‘“spaces’ within
t hems el von K"Schéff@eh i1997). Eventually, third person pronouns can underline
closeness and/or distance in connection wi
from the ‘defcwhtchehtfeand its varofthei ons
distancing scale (Cap, 2013; Chilton, 2004; Wilson, 1990):

66) 1 am a party leader that takes Northern Ireland seriouslpalielesit is a must remain and integral and
valued part of the United Kingdom (Belfast 14/09/2015)
67) | suspecttherealityofad f t hi s i s that Britain’'s population o
official figures would have us believe (FFB, 13/05/2016)
68) | urge you to vote for us and elect UKIP members to our national parliament (2005
ManifestoR.Knapman)
69) | regret to sy, that my prediction of this mild attempt to make this genuine debate in the General
Election failed totally (Yeovil 06/09/2015)
70) When | still say thathey want to flood our continent with half a million Islamic extremiststhey
mean it.
71)Theyareusingas er i es of threats t onongoddenoygbhandd dri ed kn dth ag o
enoughto survive on our own (Express 07/02/2016)
72) Yet all the oldpolitical partiesremain firmly committed to the EU. They still pretend that, despite the
experiencdf 30 year s iotf c'anne gboet isahtaipnegd .,(R0OO5 Mamifesto &.iKnapmas) i nt e
73) The current political elite* t he Li b L a-méed o siderthisungassive surrender of power from

the votersThey employ tacticssuch as introducinEU laws as obscure statutory instruments and regularly
deny the reality of who actually runs our country. (2010 Manifesto)
74) They say thatthe EU isthefuture and t hat we couldn’t survive out
largest economy, and whithe EU share of world trade is shrinking, our prospects are very good indeed. (2014
EU Manifesto)

75)Other political partiesvill promise to control immigration, butwhith ey continue to supp

membership of the EU they are not being honesith the electorate.
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4.5 Different Outgroup Representations Through Different Rhetorical

Devices

According to scholars such as Sauer (2003), in the analysifooinstance- a speech we
can find both an effort to persuade and an effort to toamstiscursive practices by the UKIP
leader to offer Britistpeople a new way to consideaitionalism and populist thinking. That is
why, in this part, | will be propging how Farage, as spokesmarhia$ minor party, mixes in
hi s | anguageofthited aparadli gmhetoric and mo d
(Fairclough, 1996: 286).
Farage asks questions he knows the answers to. Repeated rhetorical questions that

reproach, inveigh or express grief are classically catetema? or epiplexi§3. As instance,

an adequately structuredotemawill guide the audience to the opinion that the speaker needs
them to come to. Moreover, two or three questions can be strung together in quick series for

additional effect:

76) This project—yeah | ' m seeer by’ Ve c amtaboutsypu-nthls ptojecattas f | a g
been funded by the European Union. Yuppied n 6t t h at Walea has eeénlthe tesiplent of European
Unionmoneya i n6t t h a%Swaneea A3E0/Z016)

77YWel | 1 ask thelight of WHahasyhappendd im Paris last week; do you in the light of the
fact they'  ve decided to continue the opeyoufeebsafer t o t
as members of the European Union odo you think like us that is time to say n&® To take back control of

our borders and to make sure that never again do we have unprecedented immigration into Britain without our
ability to check whether people have criminal recomlsether they have traits and skillsto bring to this
country,whethert h e ybingireg their own medical insurance? gBasingstoke 16/11/2015)

78 ) Thi s r &b wewishtalbe British#o we'wishto govern ourselvesRo we wishto be the
masters of our own destiny?” (Bath 18/ 03/ 2016)

By evoking ngative connotation, peculiarity of a fedrven discourse, the use of emotive

|l anguage in words such as “British’”, and
touch emotionally the audience’ s @®3xctive
PNew Latin, from Greek, from erdtaein to ask.

13 Latin reproof, fromAncient Greeko strike at, reprove.
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Moreovef t he di stinct stress on t h eynigrants- sy mp
and their actions are implicitly put under an umbrella of common concern (unskilled, NHS
sponger).

In rhetoric, epiplexisconsists in an interrogative figure of speechwihich questions are
asked with the purpose of condemning or discrediting rather than to obtaining answers. In a
broader sensegpiplexisrepresents a form of verbal fight in which the speaker pursues his
intent to embarass the opponent by using a spepiint of view. In dber terms, this

rhetorical device can be described as a peculiar for of a rhetorical question where a critic or an

attack is asked as a question:

79)"You have the charisma of a damp rag and the appearance ofgaaldevbank clerk. Adhthe question
t hat I want to ask [ ..]Whb arayou? ideever deard bflyou.gNobiody on Earape a s k ,
had ever heard of you. | would like to ask you, Presidéfito voted for you? And what mechanism?0Oh, |
know democracy's not populaith you lot. And what mechanism do the peoples of Europe have to remove
you? Is this European democracyVell, | sense, though, that you're competent and capable and dangerous.
And | have no doubt that it's your intention to be the quiet assassin@dzur democracy and of the European
nation states.(Belfast 14/09/2015)
10) Why do you think we have a housing crisi$@w on earth can you plan for health provisior? How on
eathcan vou plan for pri mary s c hirotlelnextive e teeygarshbw mamyu h av

people were actually living in the countrgdd what about the effect of tha? (Gateshead 12/10/2015)
81)“ Ask your s eWduld gou lmuy & ssédicar from‘this Commission? ... The questi on

want to ask, the question that'we e g o n n\Who are kou? iWho Voting for you? ” (Basingst
16/10/2015)

As we can see in the two examples above r
an hypothetical audience (would you buwy..) &

real purpose: to berate the E.U. president and the process of his selection.

This thrd and last rhetorical device employed by Farage in his speeches prominently here
reported is théaypophoralt may be interesting to point out that technicallypophorais the
guestion, whileanthyphophoras the answer. Nonethelesgjpophorais commonly adopted
to indicate both question and answer. The question or questionshiypaphora will

frequently be used to create a long answer, which is the objective the spmakes to make:
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82) You give me 20 quid, I give you ten quid back. You tell me how much better off you feel about that deal,
alright? Because, because that is actually what is going on. We pump in 55 million pounds as a membership fee
to this club and w get less of half of it back. Much of what comes back comes in the form of agricultural
support and subsidyBelfast 14/09/2015)

83)That is what laughingly is called a British passport. You all got one, but you know what the first two
words on there afelt says European Union. And that passport is now held by nearidivdred million
people all of whom have the freedom to come to Britain, to work in Britain, to use the social security system in
Britain and frankI|l y, t h/Af2015 not good enough. (Londo

84) And who’'ve been the winner from this? Well (.
because they now have access to unlimited cheap labour and what that has done to the lives of millions of

ordinary decent British familiesti’ s dr i ven down their wages and it’'s
government , for Labour and Conservative they’  ve pre
taxpaying lawabiding people in this country, is in my view angoete and utter disgrace (applause).
(Peterborough 13/03/2016)

85) What do we wish to achievdrom our negotiations with the EUQur objectives are clear Firstly, we

will secure trade agreements with the EU, the 40 nations with trade agreements with #mel Bther nations of
interest to us. As a G7 member, a leading world economy, the fifth largest by GDP, this will be a rapid process in
most caseq2015 GE MANIFESTO)

86) How can it be right thatve have opened up our borders totally and unconditionally tofte EU,
all owing anyone with an EU passport to come? 1t’'s |
has never seen before. And thoupgk rich may have benefited from cheaper nannies and chauffBritish
workers have seen their wageallifand their quality of life diminish. (Mirror 19/06/2016)

As it is possible to back up in the excerpt from the Mirror tablthidre is a frequent
Ot herness pictured “in disguise”’ t hrough
reference is linked ndb the writer and his audience, but actually to the Government and its
despicable choices, such they are depicted by Farage. Eventually, the rhetorical enhancement

of these appraisals, express the nature of ideological ingroup/outgroup polarization in

discourse<s ee al so the soci al i nequality hi-ghlig
namely by enhancing ‘Our’ good things and
The question present i n the GenerirgenttoEl ect

engage the readers/potential electors into the changing project: what do we, as citizens of the

United Kingdom, wish to achieve by leaving the EU? The hypophoric answer turns out to be

88



a long list of promises guaranteed by the party asaypica written platform the manifesto

is.

4.6 Islam, Muslims and Racism Ambiguity

As reiterated multiple times in this research work, CDA is characterised as a
multidisciplinary and multmethodologichapproach rather than an isolated practice on its
own. That being said, in ambiguous circumstances with regard to the presence of
discrimination (Corny, 2010), it is not uncommon to affirm that a scholar who reaches to
conclusions where discrimination has (or has not) occurred always constitutes a thany issu
In fact, héshe may state or point out the attitudes and ethnic prejudices of -giute
speakers in sociopolitical and in specific ethnic stances of politicians, in the plan of actions of
their agenda and in the creation of the ethnic consensus, in ds¢ ohia large number of
other methods of the politics of immigration and ethnic affairs. Moreover, in both
communication involving different cultures and textdtalk about ethnic (or neMestern)
minorities, so the majority group speakers, or mainlypfem the West, Hehemay involve
in the local production and reproduction of white, Western group supremacy, in conveying
generalizations and largely in the reproduction of social, cultural, or political dominion. As
generally recognised, CDA is implicatedunethical issues which examines supremacy group
of people whom are subjected to discursive inequality.

In this section of the chapter dedicated to corpus analysis, we will notice how a negative
ideological representation builds stereotypes which casin&iendly light upon the Muslim
community. Animosity towards Islam is indeed employed to legitimize discriminatory
attitudes against Muslims and their consequent exclusion from mainstream society:

87) And today, todayTheresa May, the Home Secretary in thdouse of Commons in her statement
responding to these appalling events in Psaid that Isis has nothing to do with IslamWe | | Il " m sorry

againwe have to be frank every single of one of those killers believe they were doing whiliey were

doing in the name of Islam.
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88)And | ' m afraid there is, we have to be honest

being fearfulthat is a problem with some of the Muslim community in this country

89) It is deeply worrying that after th€harlie Hebdo attack earlier this year, in Paris, when p@i&d of
British Muslims expressed some sympathwith the motives that carried out that massatiép of that three
million said thathe people who produced those cartoons of Muhammad actually sierved to be attacked
and amongsthe 16 to 24 years old there are about a third of young Muslims in Britaiwh o’ ve go't
and divided loyalties

90) And we’ ve r e aehaedo atinitéo oyrselvemtBritainhire Framce and much dfe
rest of Europeéhat mass integration and multicultural division has for now been a failure.

91) But if we’re talking, i f diffeertgreupstwihinlour sogietiesb o ut
within our communities. I f we'’ r e etrmdutagemant ofthem tothe as Hifferent as possible and to

integrate at all thewe have a problem
(Basingstoke 16/10/2015)
92 Sweden has withhenugl@ssaulis arta Frapesicarried out by young male Muslim
migrants.

93) It i donrécogniz ithe probtem that there are tens of thousands of cases of female genital
mutilation that take place in this country every single year and to date there is no single one prosecution. 18%,

18% of marriages that now take plabtyslim marriages that now take place, take place completely outside
English Civil Law, andif it come to divorce the women find themselves with absolutely no rights at all
(London 20/11/2015)

As one could notice, a good amount of examples on this issue comes fransaipted
speech held in Basingstoke, in Hampshire, a large town full to the brim witkcdilae
workers and nostalgic pensioners who had backed the partyGusdwin & Milazzo, 2015:
160). At a first sight, it seems that all the stereotypes andlaoptejudices about Islam and
its Muslim Community have been summarized for thebet hi nd ci ti zens

that is typical of a ngbopulist talk.

First of all, there is the assumptiontteP ar i s ki |l Il ers “beli eve
were doing in the name of l sl am” . It cComes
terror and supporting terrorism. Secondly, the accuse of complicity of British Muslim
community with I slamic terrorism t hBriashgh
Musl ims expressed some sympathy” or *“11%

produced those cartoons of Muhammad actual
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proved wrong via real fact checking because of the nature of the. germlesing, attention

on more general human rights, or precisely against them, is the signature song of the London
speech, a city disinclined to biases: a ne
pl ace compl etely out si doemeBngMhios h* fGinvdi | t hLea
absolutely no rights at all”, has the speci
human rights which has inhuman rules, against freedom, a religion of tyranny and violence
against women and their rights.

Since the renowned media in the West occupy the highest step in representation, terrorism
and Islamic fundamentalism, those examples are representative of the iconographic

stereotypes most often used by the western media, as well as being rhetorical dsvices n

uncommon to find in a righwing populist discours&?

Actually, the overarching narrative of the discourse is connected to a "time of political
change" of which UKIP attempted to be a positive part, but the main exception was primarily
expressed in stcampaign by the menace of Islamic radicalization on the "home front", clearly
portrayed and recounted with pathos (Pareschi & Albertini, 2016: 20).

It would not be proper to define flat out the nature of the examples as typical of a race talk.
Anyway, tis kind of linguistic indeterminacy (explicit or contradictory) is indicative of
contemporary forms of racism in a pastil right era because an explicit, direct form of
racism would be en mass demonized in a society made edliaatiminatory social orms

(Guess, 2006).

14Mahdizade SM. Media theories. Hamshahri (in Persian); 2012.
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Chapter 5

Further remarks

5.1 About oO0Usd6 and O0Themo: Farage as

Kriesi et al. (2006: 922) argubat the procgses of expanding economic competition, of
expanding cultural competition, which is in addition connected to massive immigration of
non-European groups who are considerably different from European inhabitants, and of
growing political competition betweenationstates and supranational or international
political actor s, generate new groups of *°
winners include businesspersons and experienced entrepreneurs in sectors open to
international competition besidedl types of cosmopolitan citizens. The likely losers, on the
other hand, concern entrepreneurs and efficient employees in traditionally secured areas, and
unskilled workers and citizens who vigorously identify themselves with their national
community.

What comes out in the first place from the corpus analysis is that the UKIP campaign, time
after time focussed on European, National or Referendum goals, shows some interesting
models. For instance, it distinctly reveals a populist attitude, which is ticyar articulated
in a craving for *‘taking back control”’ (o JAVAN
borders. Furthermore, discourses have a strong strategic spirit, echoed in a request for an
unbiased system whereU juggernaut bureauats no longerhave an alencompassing

influence, but the control will be taken back by the elected people from the UK. The majority
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of the quotes disclose nationalist views with a specific interest on the popular will and the
voice of those who cannetipposedlgpeak.

Focusing on Nigel Farage’' s speeches, they
order. Tobegin with Farage uses spatial dimensions of identity to distinguish between
“nor mal , decentcapé epm! €’Liitn |l eh&ngbandfye and

asserts that these decent people are detached from the other mainstream political groups.

These methods of linking and distinction proceed when Farage claims that UKIP members

originate from across the political spectrum and from all social classeg. Tlaer e , i ndee
peopl e” On e as geepktarounch thet couatry,nacwerding to Farage, is

di scontent with the politicians based in W
the Eurosceptic politicianhe Thweurptpgopl e
‘“unempl oyed’ emphasise the exclusive natur
defining actors in favour of whom the ‘ Us’
attributed in documents to the UKIP are mainlylw teactivedefensive that means against
the ruling Conservatives most of the time.

What is important not to forget is thtxt andtalk are here interpreted aiscoursein
written and spoken form each in order, whdiscourseis employed in its rdasense to
mention to actual examples of language use situated in time and place (Hart, 2008: 124).
Following Hart & Lukes and one of their instances of analysis according to discourse space

theory, it is interesting to highlight the two inclusive pronotinee ” and “our ™ wh

the hearer to place themselves with the speaker at deictic centre of the discourse space.

Anal ogousl vy, l inguistic structures such as
toponym “Britain” a r aentrep df dhe eddcoumd spacen wherehe | C
“i mmi grants” are | ocated at the remote end

5.2 On Identity and Discourse Space Invasion
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According to Wodak (2003, 2007), the extrenght is increasingly sharp when
expressig its support for racism. In her opinion, amimigration stances are usually justified
from argumentstépoi) related to job protection, abuse of social benefits or incompatible
cultures by focusing their attention, for example, on Muslims and tealsce d “ | s | ami s
of Europe. Racism and discrimination show themselves on the discursive plan in a way that
opinions and racist beliefs are produced angbrogluced within discourse. So, through
discourse, discriminatory and exclusive practises are mépgroclaimed and validated
(Reisigl & Wodak, 2001: 1). The use of pronouns, particularly first person plural pronouns,
are necessary to help interpreters to conceptualise identity group as internal. Moreover, the
plur al first perseh eonggesssvpapriooopat i“avn
establishes the referents to which they are referred. In this case, anybody who identifies
him/herself with the nation, thesoa |l | ed “Br i ti sh Peopl e”s It
speeches how Prime Mster David Cameron is depicted as not only inactive for what
concerns the defence of national identity against the migration threat, but even as a rival. His
texts are structured in a way that UKIP issues are perceived as the oslsatooeal and
desering legitimacy about debate on national identity and instability. Strategies of
argumentation as a whole consist in supporting the idea there is a public space invasion in
order to imply this invasion is illicit and endorsed by mainstream parties whoswepesed
to fight agai nst this situati on, with no

residents who are constrained to accept this troubled circumstance are the British citizens.

5.2.1 Modality and Ideology: a Short Consideration

Political discourse contains a variety of distinguished features: it is often very attentively
produced, every slight difference accurately examined, and is conceived for a larger electoral
constituency than the immediate hearers/listeners. In addition, pol@gamunication

intends to influence with exhortative purposes, it favours rhetorical routines, and above all it
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deals largely with unrealized hypothetical future situations. Consequently, the particularly

high frequency of t Ihgee’ mo dgple exwehrels ‘amuds tUK I iPn

when mu s t is declining in an age of -poli
media, is due to discoursear ki ng uses to “signpost” disc
verb is employed widely acrespistemic (predictive) and logical necessity contexts as well

as for obligation, with no evident connotations of positive speakésingtance, rather the

opposite(Lewis, 2015: 171).

5.3 The same 60Othero in Different We

A conspicuous number ofnstances reported in the previous section shows how
mul ticulturalism has been decl ared dead by
straightforwardly declareshat the experiment of integratioei a compl et e f ai l
have to admi t]that massantegratienl amdensulticiltural division has for now
been a failure”). Wh a t -genre annoankements,tabl mperfecg h
incarnation of a strong charismatic +patpulist leader, is persuading the hearers and readers
to widely accepan | mage of the migrant as that of
integrate in society. Farage utilizes ethical aspects of identity to discriminate immigrants as
the *other’” who project to take advaransage
provoke pressure on public services (e.g. hospitals, school places, accommodation) leading to

a decrease in wages through unskilled labour. Consequently, migrants have been regarded as

cul tur al ot her wh o have t ointegrdta phereforeo t h
nationalismi s essenti al to protect the existing
border control. As regards to the latter, a new supplementary factortopthsof criminality

is the mentionto illegalmgant s caught at UK border. Sinc

make (us) | ess safe”, this situation has de
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border”’ as a key way of resolving the cris
Europe. So, th solution seems quite simple and straightforward as distinctive of populist
di scour se : “1f you want to do those thing:
back control of our country, tak back contr oo rodo voeurr: Db“ckr.Tdoe rts
control of our borders and to make sure that never again do we have unprecedented
i mmi gration into Britain without our abil i
According to Lakoff (2006: 141) direct causation, which means approachingpkerr via
direct action, seems not to be the best option to solve problems. Empirical research has
pointed out that conservativesand rightwing political movements- are capable of inferring
with direct causation, and do not seem to see the considatdfitelties and alarming
consequences of such actions due to the complexities of systemic causation, which they do
not take into account.

However, within the discourse elaborated by the party leader, it is possible to deduce at
least three categoriegtrédbuted to migrants- contributing to their image as an eyroup. As
stated in 1.2.1, new populism has been favouring the notion of ethnic pluralism when
addressing to minorities for some time: in the optic of CDA we may say the social power by
itself may not be negative in the first place, but what in fact is of significance to CDA is the
inappropriate use of power (Rashidi & Souzandehfar, 2010: 56), which would create

inequality in the society placing specific concepts cloaked in a veil of suspect:

“ ® state sponsored multiculturalism, by which | mean encouraging division in society actually welcoming
ghettos growing up in many of our <cities and towns,
parts of the UK bmahé&0/11i2015a bad pl ace.” L

The debate on these two civilizations in conflict provided relevance to the migrant
considered as cul tural ‘ot her’ | having obs

Razack, 2004). Referring to Muslim people in GreatBritai Far age mai nt ai ns
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seemed to be ashamed to the fact that we have a-Jodestian culture in this country and
we, and we should actually be saying [ ..] C
country that ' somgdemoaracy, thé prdswemptiory of innbaeree betfore guilt,
our right to trial by -JUKIR lgatier seeins to adopt thestypioat s i \
populist political expression based on dichotomies in order to depict Muslim groups by
actually franing them culturally and religiously fundamentalist, that is a serious threat to
Westerns culture, religion and justice. As a matter of fact, the representation of the migrant as
menacing ‘ot her’ Swedes hawa& hugeagmblem ovithi sexeslaailtsnand”
rapes carried out by young male Muslim migranfgs come to be used notably after 9/11 in
relation to public security (Haynes, 2007: 13). As pointed out in 5.6 about Muslim marriages
in the UK, whi ch t ake pl acei Vicbmplaevt’el yp a
repressing the women is associated with the Arab or Muslim backdrop of the men to whom a
distorted sexual behaviour is ascribed to. In any case, the opinion that the migrant is a peril to
public integrity and safety has been provedgain particular sustain, probably due to the
multiple terrorist attacks in Europe in recent history.

In the context of a failed multiculturalism discourse not limited to Muslim community, the
concept of cultur al ‘ ot h eead by the éddea obtlee enigrarg asr e n |

criminal ot her’ (Baldacchino & Sammut, 20

references to the previous -ifman @uraittieen” sca

Romanians :

“l recommend visithPage Hall,lalsubgloof Sheffetld. Over 800 Roma people have
been moved into the area. The overall state of decline, the rising crime and the closure of local
businesses has to be seen to be believed.” (Ex|

Much more than manifestosnline editorials and public speeches are drafted for ordinary

party followers who are supposed to recognise the populist language. In the last years, the
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political movement has built the image of immigration as an unstoppable force by using, for
exanp | e, repeating water metaphors (e.g. “th
What it comes out from the corpus is, however, that emphasis has moved from Eastern
European immigration to mass Third World, mostly illegal, flood or invasion. alyé¢hne
analysis shows that Farage use language broadly to distinguish betwgengda and out

groups in quite finguned parameters.

5.4 Populism and the Reinvention of NaPopulist Rhetoric

From a rhetorical point of view, the last Referendum Caigipsaw the Leave side using
the fascinations opathos while the Remain side invested more on reasoning directed by
logos This important distinction built the kind of topics both positions would employ. As for
example in “the fligywra@andasotther d ikesomd fTwlrl
borders with Turkey would be a total di sas
pathos Farage was able to use fear of immigration and the possible dangers of Turkey entering
the European Union iorder to spread a sense of apprehension for the future. It is important
not to forget that characters like Boris Johnson and Nigel Farage relied on credibility. They
constructed a persona that gives the impression to be sympathetic and transparent while
representing, on the other hand, David Came
Tony Blair as detached establishment. The precondition that surrounds this rhetorical strategy
involves persuading the audience (or reader) that their experiences andthianuies echo
t heir own . For the “distant’ supporters o
benefit of open national borders, mutual multicultural qualities, diversity of peoples and
lifestyles in outward looking and inclusive societies (Ingtel8aNorris, 2016: 7). For what
concerns the Leave case instead, by mainta

our political <c¢class (them)”, Farage cl|l ai ms
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their concerns. Given the higher demcy of the older sections of the voters at ballot box, the
Leave side tried to demonstrate the worrie:
we Remain our country wil!/@ never be the sar
that wealkens British identity and the scourge of immigration has swamped the UK with alien
customs and/or ideas (Crines & Heppell, 2016: 62).

That being said, in this analysis | obser

BNP violent ideology, in thesense that it affects the feeling of ease in the physical and

traditional backgrounds of a pealsownt spmiadae

coundirny”t he positive achievements of one’ s
2007). However, this harmless chauvinism seems to be opposite to the idea of
multiculturalism, and napopulism within this research study should be considered as

promoter of the defence of a territorial state as centrally affiliated to one-etlinical body

and passionately active in protecting and disseminating its principles.

158itish National Party
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Conclusions

Before the-unexpected-2 016"’ s Br exit outcome, the conc
beconing a permanent part of the British electoral composition. UKIP has represented such a
consistent portion of unrepresented public opinion (i.e. theblefthi nd *“ Li ttl e E
that he has remained for a considerable period of time a real challahgeotber parties and
how they communicate.

This study has investigated the in this research project the ways in which UKIP in general
and Nigel Farage in particular employed language and their persuasive effect on the audience
about national populist iges. This macrtheme has been furthermore divided into three
different subthemes: resentment against the subordination of the UK to EU (symbolized by
Brussels bureaucrats), resentment against economic migration, and the third essential reason
and theme ohostility, that is to say against the internal political establishment. What comes
out, amongst other things, is how encouraging people to have the audacity to bid for freedom
calls for more flowery language, impressive metaphors and a stirring panisirthen a
supported by government campaignchas the Remain campaign) which simply affirms that
the maintenance of thetatus quas simply the best option to choose.

As stated repeatedly in the course of this study, the object of Critical Discoursgsigmsl
to reveal the ideological inferences that are covered in the worlds of a written
manifesto/editorial or oral speech. Consequently, with CDA as methodology, this type of

political discourse has been analysed to determine what are the peculipp&asrg in the
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discourse, and how those peculiarities are important for thenstruction of the idea of the

mi grant as the ‘Other’ . An interesting 1 Ss
that the event of leaving in Brexiglated poductions is presented as a promise while the
event of remaining is presented as a danger. This is based on an intertextual connection to the

Leave campaign’s |l eitmotiv ‘“We want our col
voters who would havan interest on certain arguments like immigration to be contained and
generally recalls the aversion for the concept of saptenalism in the EU, under which
Britain |loses all i1ts ‘proverbial’ sovereidg

A separate mention should be made for theonati o f independence’ ,
separate treatment. As a matter of fact fr
cour se, a power ful word highly touted by t
and a word strictly twisted togethwith the deep principle of democradglaiming indeed
the UK needs to restore its independence n
attractive, but it further emphasises the negative features attributed to the EU and makes EU
authority seenmotably inequitable and dictatorial. Moreoveominating the Referendum day
“I'ndependence Day” l ends it the status of
symbolic connotation to the vote in the face of the British people and British gloridosyhis
of their fathers. For that reason, the verbal struggle for independence acquires the implication
of constituting a noble cause of courage and integrity.

Against ths backdrop, the idea of Nation in Farage and UKIP is delineated by the respect
towardsold British Empire. However, the mulgjenre discourses here analysed do not seem
to contain a real racial ideology. From a certain point of view, it would be proper to

di stinguish the term prejudice’ f rcepus‘ r ac
power . And prejudice, with the | ack of po
spread as a phenomenon related to culture, institution and society in an extensive way. The

corpus investigated shows UKagépresentimphsnselfash a r i
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a reasonabl e’ figure, al ways communicati n;
of extremism, constantly relying on common
communication style has no distinguishable ratligory in their narrative. It follows that

their antiimmigration stance is more connected to the economic issue, which is found within
conservative political doctrines whose position have always beertiegelito Nationalism,

that means that such discoessare familiar with construction tropes of fear mongering and

scapegoating by choosing the subject of the day.
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